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Part of the committee at work at the Yale Divinity School, June, 1950. Left 
to right: Drs. George Dahl, James Muilenburg, Julius A. Bewer, Philip Hyatt, 
Fleming James, Luther A. Weigle (chairman), Millar Burrows, Harry M. Or- 
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Cos Supreme Chel Upholds 


Weekday Religious Education on Released 
Time - 
But, legal validation is not enough— 


“We find the majority opinion persuasive. At 
the same time we recognize the danger of 
abuses. . . The challenge to our various 
faiths is to make the program more vital, 
more meaningful, while avoiding such dan- 
gers as admittedly surround an arms-length 
partnership—in separation between schools 
and religion.’”.—From editorial New York 
Times April 30, 1952. 
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Most 
Helpful 
Bible 
Published 


55 FEATURES... 


Reveals Spiritual Meaning of Verses; 
‘Gives Desired Information More Quickly 


7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE= 


THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Rev. Robert G. Lee, Ph.D., Litt.D., .LL.D., D.D.: 
“This is to testify that I have used the Thompson 
Chain Reference Bible for several years in my study of 
the Bible. I believe it is the very best on the market 
today. I wish that every reader of the Bible and 
every student of the Bible had a copy of this unusu- 
ally helpful Bible.” Rev. H. B. Sandine, Sr., Ph.D., 
Se.D., LL.D.: ‘Containing as it does, a Bible, a Con- 
cordance, a Bible Dictionary, a Commentary, a Book 
of Outlines and an Encyclopedia all under one cover 
in compact form, this Bible ought to be in every 
Christian home in America. It is worth its weight in 
gold . ” Rev. Ralph W. Sockman, Ph.D., LL.D., 
D.D.: “Tt ‘contains so much in such concise form that 
I use it above all others. I have never seen a Bible 
edition which equals it for study work and general 
use.” Rev. J. Stanley Durkee, Ph.D., LL.D., D.D.: “I 
have to confess that in the New Chain Reference Bible 
I have found my greatest and best thus far. It is a 


marvel of condensation.” Rev. Walter A. Maier, Ph.D., 
LL.D., D.D.: ‘I use the New Chain Reference Bible 
with continued delight and would not be without it. 
I recommend it highly to pastors, teachers, students, 
and bible readers.”’ Rev. William Evans, Ph.D., Litt.D., 
D.D.: “I find it all that you claim for it. It is a most 
efficient and scholarly and helpful Bible, and I recom- 
mend it heartily.”” Rev. EK. EK. Helms, Ph.D., 8.T.D., 
LL.D., D.D.: “In my judgment the Chain Reference 
Bible is the most valuable and useful volume ever 
published. Anyone using it a week would not part 
with it at any price.’”’ Rev. H. Framer Smith, Ph.D., 
Th.D., D.D.: ‘‘The more I use it, the more I value it. 
It is not only a very scholarly work that will be 
greatly appreciated by the deep student, but it is-so 
simple that even a child nine years of age can use ‘it. 
To anyone desiring a better knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures I would say, examine this work before buying 
any other Bible. 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 


Be Unique chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 


le. . 

2. The Outline Studies of Bible Periods, comparing Bib- 
Iical History with Contemporary Secular History. 

. The Analysis of the Bible asa Whole. 

4. The Analysis of each of the 66 Books of the Bible. 

5. The Analysis of every Chapter of the New Testament. 

6. The Analysis ofthe Verses of the entire Bible. 

. The Numericaland Chain Reference Systems. 
. Special Analysis of the Important Bible Characters. 

9. Contrast between the Old and New Testaments. 

10. The Topical Treasury. New Topics for Prayer Meet- 
ings, Men’s Meetings, Women’s Meetings, Missionary Meet- 
ings, Young People’s Meetings, etc. 

11. Special Bible Readings for private devotions and pub- 
fic services. New and different subjects. 

12. Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul. 

13. Special Portraits of Jesus. 

14. Chart of the Messianic Stars. 

15. Chart showing cause of the Babylonian Captivity. 

16. Chart of the Temple of Truth, illustrating the Ser- 
™mon on the Mount. 

17., Chart of Jesus’ Hours on the Cross. 

18. The Christian Workers’ Outfit. Of special value to soul 


ers. 

19, All Prominent Bible Characters Classified, listing the 
Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Hebrew History, Courageous 
Reformers, etc., with meaning of their names given. 

20. Golden Chapters of the Bible. 

21. A Complete Genera] Index of over seven thousand 
topics, names and places. 

5 22. Special Memory Verses selected from each Book of the 


le. 

23. Chart Showing Seven Editions of Divine Law. 

24. Graph of the Prodigal Son. 

25. Bible Mnemonics, or how to memorize. 

26. The Principles.and Best Methods of Bible Study. ~ 

27. Pictorial Illustration of the River of Inspiration. 

28, Bible Markings, Explaining best methodsiof marking 
one’s Bible. 

29. Concordance. 

30. Atlas of 12 colored maps with inde for quickly locat- 
Ing places. 

Other Features In Text Cyclopedia 

81. Topical Study of the Bible. Correlated Scriptures 
printed out in full under 2467 topics and sub-topics. Three 
times as many as in any other Bib 

32. Contrast Study of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables 
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you to study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of 
Life, with the Bible verses printed out in full under such sub- 
jects as Faith—Unbelief, Love—Hatred, Courage—Fear, etc. 

33. Life Studies, such as Busnes, Life, Home Life, Devo- 
tional Life, The Surrendered Life, e 

34. Bible Stories for Children. on ‘Ist of 56 stories to be 
read from the Bibleitself. 

35. Miracles of both the Old and New Testaments listed 
§n Chronological Order. 

36. Parables of the Old Testament. Parables of the New 
Testament, listing those given in One Gospel Only, those 
givenin Two, and those given In Three, 

37. Titles and Names of Christ; of the Holy Spirit; of God 
the Father; and of Satan. 

38. General Bible Prophecies. 

39. A List of the Prophets of the Bible. 

f ee of Judges of Israel and Judah given in Chronolog- 
ica 

41. List of the Notable Women of the Bible. 

42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 
Scenes of Great Events. 

43, Dictionary Materlal. 

44. Tables of Time, Money, Weights and Measures. 


Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 


45. The Historical Bridge, covering interval between the 
Old and New Testaments. 

46. Chart showing the History of the Apostles. 

47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different 
Gospels where events are given. 

48. Calendar of the Christian Era. 

49. The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, Illus- 
trated with well-known paintings. 

a Chart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by 


ar An Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary 
Work of the Early Church. 

52. The prophesies Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment, 
Sar aaa Chronologically, with principal verses printed out 
in fu 

53. Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusalem 
to Various Historical Points. 

54. Chart Showing the Interlor Arrangement of the Temple 
at Jerusalem. 

55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jour- 
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the Journeys of the Children 
of Israel from Egypt to-Canaan. These are separate maps, 
mind you—not several crowded together on one page. 


irhbvide BIBLE CO. 


J-279 K. OF P. BLDG. 


INDIANAPOLIS, 


September, 1952 


INDIANA 


—— Oe | 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 
ble with tts un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or you may regret 


it as others have. Ask your pastor 

about it. No other Bible is so high- 

ly praised by so many renowned 
Bible Students, 
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Bible for a New Day,” and full particulars 
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your New Chain Reference Bible. 
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Go Bring the Lost Sheep 


SEPTEMBER is the great ingathering month, the home- 
coming month of the church. The excitement of receiv- 
ing those returning should not blind us to the fact that 
each year there are, in most churches, many who do not 
find their way back. In the hustle and bustle of getting 
the fall program under way we often fail to go out to 
bring them home. 

There appeared in the April issue of the Journal an 
article by James G. Saint Jr. on Publicizing the Vacation 
Church School. As I read the manuscript I was struck 
by the contrast between the effort expended to enroll 
children and young people in these special schools and 
that given to calling them back to the church school after 
summer vacations. Mr. Saint outlined an effective plan 
for recruiting pupils for the vacation church school. I 
hope churches used his ideas for they were good. Most 
churches probably use some of them every year. 

Often those same churches merely announce the fall 
church school schedule in the church calendar or send 
a post card announcement to each family. Those pupils 
who fail to return are carried on the roll for a while 
then transferred to the “dead file,” though most of them 
are very much alive and in need of the church. 

One of the church’s biggest opportunities and re- 
sponsibilities is in holding those already won and helping 
them to keep on growing in the Christian faith and life. 
Every pupil lost from the church school represents a 
defeat for the church, every one held and taught year 
after year represents a victory. 

If your church school enrollment losses disturb you 
(if you have any, they should), read Mr. Saint’s article 
in the April issue and you'll find many of the ideas 
usable in fall recruiting. Let’s not be content with the 
ninety and nine, but go out after those who do not find 
their way back. 

Probably no effort is as effective as the personal one 
of calling, telephoning, and writing letters. This can be 
undergirded, however, by posters, news items in com- 
munity papers, pictures of church school activities, an- 
nouncement of specific plans in church bulletins and in 
mimeographed letters to families, handbills distributed 
throughout the community, comment from the pulpit, 
and in many other ways such as those suggested by Mr. 
Saint. 

Every last child, young person and adult is precious 
in the sight of God and needs to be brought into his 
presence. Let’s not be half hearted about it this fall, but 
go out and bring them in. 


See announcement, page 19, by Dr. Paul Calvin 
Payne, Chairman of the Division of Christian Education, 
of the election of Dr. Gerald E. Knoff as Executive 
Secretary. 
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That Clear Word of Hope 


O FTEN ONE HEARS people express impatience at the 
tardiness of the churches in healing their divisions. This 
feeling seems to come from a genuine desire that the 
unity inherent in those who follow Christ be manifest 
in his Church. Clergy and laity alike express this im- 
patience, have this desire. Yet the efforts being made 
(to bring unity closer) are often unnoticed and un- 
supported. 

The Second Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches is to be held in Evanston, Illinois, in August, 
1954. This meeting can make a difference in the life 
of every local church if we let it be our meeting, with 
a place in our thinking, with roots in our local churches. 


The Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches arranged for an Advisory Commission of lay- 
men and theologians to do preliminary work on the 
theme of the Assembly, “Jesus Christ as Lord, the only 
hope of both the Church and the World.” It is eventual- 
ly to prepare a document which will state simply and 
clearly the essential message of the churches and the 
way in which it can be presented. Its initial statement 
has been available for study for over six months. (From 
the World Council office, 156 Fifth Avenue, N. Y.) The 
Commission invites widespread discussion of it, and criti- 
cism or suggestions sent to the World Council office. 


Due to differences in language, culture and _ theo- 
logical background, some of the wording of this docu- 
ment will yield an understanding of its true significance 
only through careful and patient study. But if our desire 
for a Church that can “speak a clear word of hope” to 
the world is sincere, the goal is worth such effort on the 
part of each one of us. 


If Christian education is to be a real power in the 
regeneration of the church and of individuals, it must 
deal with the great problems of the Christian fellowship 
as well as to reaffirm in each generation the basic teach- 
ings of the churches. Between now and August 1954 we 
have a unique opportunity to advance in each of our 
churches the growth (agonizing as it is) of the Christian 
fellowship toward a united witness. 


Quoting again from the Commission’s report, to em- 
phasize the urgency of this matter for each of us, “. . .why 
should the world listen to a Church so much like itself, 
which yet claims as the body of Christ to be the hope of 
the world? In its worldliness the Church forgets that 
Christ was crucified by the world. In its preoccupation 
with its own concern, the Church forgets that Christ 
was crucified for the world.” 


Young people and adults in our churches can do 
much through study and discussion of such materials as 
this initial report and others to follow to make sure that 
the theme of the Evanston Assembly, “Jesus Christ as 
Lord, the only hope of both the Church and the World,” 
will not be a:hollow assertion, but will truly call us to 
united faith and witness. These documents will be ma- 
terial solid enough for groups of young people and adults 
to get their teeth into for a profitable experience. Reac- 
tions to them will be helpful to the World Council Com- 
mission working on them. 


is iT Sale ne 


es 


NEW TESTAMENT SECTION OF THE STANDARD BIBLE COMMITTEE 


Informal picture taken at Plum Lake, Wisconsin, where the members were guests of Dr. and Mrs. Edgar J. Good- 
speed during two summer sessions. Left to right: Drs. Millar Burrows, Frederick C. Grant, James Moffatt (died 1944), 
Luther A. Weigle (chairman), Edgar J. Goodspeed, Clarence T. Craig, Walter R. Bowie, and Henry J. Cadbury. Dr. 
Abdel R. Wentz is the only member absent. 


New Bible Version Now Ready 


HE REVISED STANDARD 

VERSION OF THE HOLY BI- 
BLE is now completed. After more 
than fifteen years of work by thirty- 
two outstanding biblical scholars of 
our day, the entire text of the English 
Bible has been revised. The language 
is of our day—vivid, clear, and as 
accurate as intense scholarly study 
can make it. The print page is in 
modern format, easy to read. This 
Bible will be on sale in towns and 
cities all across the United States and 
Canada beginning on September 30, 
in connection with the Bible observ- 
ances to be held that day. 

Some of the members of the Old 
Testament section of the Standard 
Bible Committee are shown on the 
cover. Those of the New Testament 
section—which completed its work in 
1945—are shown above. In addition 
there was an Advisory Board of fifty- 
two members appointed by the coop- 
erating denominations which was con- 
sulted by the Committee. The schol- 
ars, except for the executives, served 
without pay. The expenses for the 
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meetings and for the extensive clerical 
work involved has been borne by the 
sponsoring body. 

The work of the Standard Bible 
Committee has been carried on under 
the authorization of the Protestant 
denominations affiliated in the former 
International Council of Religious 
Education, representing some eighty 
per cent of Protestantism in the Unit- 
ed States and Canada. The commit- 
tee was appointed and assigned its 
task by the International Council and 
the project was reaffirmed by the 
General Board of the National Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. The Bible 
is therefore in every sense an “au- 
thorized version” for our day. The 
publishers are Thomas Nelson & Sons, 
who also published the American Re- 
vised Version of 1901. 

In the October 1951 issue of this 
magazine Dr. John C. Trever de- 
scribed the last session of the Old 
Testament Section. At the close of 
the discussion the chairman, Dean 
Weigle, suggested that they stand for 


prayer and called on Dr. Fleming 
James to lead them. 

This prayer, as reconstructed later 
by Dr. James, was as follows: 

“Almighty God, who didst reveal 
thyself of old in thy holy Word, and 
didst choose us through thy Church 
to make a Revision of the Hebrew 
Scriptures in the speech of our own 
day; we thank thee for the privilege 
thus bestowed upon us, and pray that 
our work may be acceptable in thy 
sight. Vouchsafe to speak to countless 
hearts in these pages over which we 
have labored. May this new Version 
quicken men’s interest in the Bible, 
and teach them to walk more surely 
in the way everlasting, that the Word 
of the Lord may have free course 
and be glorified. 

“In particular we thank thee for 
our association with one another in 
this high task, and for the friendships 
thus formed and ripened over the 
years. Though our long and frequent 
meetings now have ended, may our 
mutual love continue; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
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In Grateful Appreciation 


by Bishop Henry K. Sherrill 


President, National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America 


HE PUBLICATION of the Re- 

vised Standard Version of the Bi- 
ble is an event of the greatest signifi- 
cance to the Christian world. In all 
of the enthusiasm and interest which 
have been evoked we must not forget 
the members of the Committee which, 
under the chairmanship of Dr. Luth- 
er A. Weigle, have made this remark- 
able achievement possible. The av- 
erage person has no conception of the 
magnitude of the task. The Bible is 
a large book, indeed a collection of 
many books, written over a period of 
centuries and completed long ago in 
languages other than our own. The 
translators have had to possess many 
gifts—a knowledge of the ancient lan- 
guages, an understanding of the times 
in which the particular book was 
written, with a deep appreciation of 
the meaning of the message or the 
passage, a sensitiveness to the English 
language as it lives today and has 
been used in the past and an ability 


to express the original meaning in 
language as beautiful as that of the 
King James version. 

To accomplish all this, it was ne- 
cessary for the Committee to be cog- 
nizant of all the recent discoveries in 
the field of Biblical manuscripts and 
in our knowledge of ancient times. 
Simply to enumerate a few of the 
necessary qualities needed in the suc- 
cessful accomplishment of this under- 
taking is to stress the monolithic char- 
acter of the work. 


Behind the many years of the ac- 
tual labor involved in the translation 
has been a lifetime of preparation and 
of study on the part of each member 
of the Committee. Then have come 
many days of patient study, of fre- 
quent conference and the final deci- 
sions making possible the completed 
work. In addition, the translators 
have been imbued with a deep sense 
of God’s call to them, as they have 
worked with singleness of purpose and 
with great consecration. Such a re- 


the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
The response to this new transla- 
tion has been tremendous. But those 
responsible will never receive the 
monetary results generally associated 
with “best sellers.” Their reward will 
rest in the consciousness of a task well 
done. The Bible of course is more 
than a collection of ancient docu- 
ments. Here is a book living and vital 
with the ever new story of God’s 
revelation of himself in history to the 
children of men. Here is the Word 
of God; here are words of reproof, 
of exhortation for amendment of life 
and of grace, hope and consolation. 


It is my privilege as the President 
of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America, which is privileged 
to sponsor this revised version, to ex- 
press the heartfelt appreciation of mil- 
lions of Christian men and women to 
the Committee and those who have 
assisted in any way. We echo the fa- 
miliar words, “Well done good and 
faithful servants.” 


sult reveals not only scholarship but 


Audio-visuals on the Background & 
Translations of the English Bible 


Adventure in Our Town. Sound filmstrip. 67 frames, 
black and white. For sale with reading script for $1.50; 
with a 33-1/3 rpm microgroove record for $5.00. Produced 
by the Division of Christian Education, National Council, 
in cooperation with SVE. Available from SVE and de- 
nominational publishing houses. Story of the development 
of the RSV New Testament with examples to show that 
this version is written in the language of today. Points up 
September 30, 1952 as the release date for the RSVOT. 


Story of Our Bible. Filmstrip. 58 frames, black and 
white, with children’s and adult scripts. Produced by the 
Pilgrim Press. Available from some denominational pub- 
lishing houses. Sale, $5.00. Brief outline of the origin 
of the Bible, how it was written, collected, translated, 
printed and used from Old Testament times to the present 
date. The final picture shows the RSVNT. 


The Story of the Bible in Pictures. Slide sets in color, 
two parts. Produced by the Methodist Board of Education. 
Available from some denominational publishing houses. 
Rental for each part, $2.50; sale $30.00. Each part mount- 
ed in glass with complete manuscript. 


Part I. What Lies Back of Our English Bible? 48 slides. 
Traces the history of the text of the Bible from its earliest 
stages of development down to the modern Hebrew and 
Greek student texts. 

Part II. The Story of the English Bible. 45 slides. 
Early attempts at Anglo-Saxon paraphrases of parts of the 
Bible; the story of the great English versions of the six- 
teenth century; manuscript discoveries, and their applica- 
tion in the RSV New Testament. 
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Dr. Luther A. Weigle (right) presents the one-millionth copy of 
the Revised Standard Version New Testament to Dr. Martin Nie- 
moller. This was done at Grand Rapids, Michigan, February 1947, 
just one year after the first appearance of the New Testament. 


On 


The Bible Goes to Press 


William R. McCulley, president of 
Thomas Nelson & Sons, publishers, 
(left), Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, 
general secretary (center), and Dr. 
Roy G. Ross, associate general secre- 
tary of the National Council, watch 
the first printed pages of the RSV 
Bible come off the press. 

Dr. Ross has served as an ex-of- 
ficio member of the Standard Bible 
Committee since 1936. He and the 
current Chairman of the International 
Council of Religious Education were 
charged with a special responsibility 
for matters of general policy, finance, 
and public relations. Other persons 
who have served in this way are: Dr. 
Robert M. Hopkins, Dr. Hugh S. Ma- 
gill, Dr. Harold McAfee Robinson, Dr. 
Walter D. Howell, President Arlo A. 
Brown and Dr. Paul C. Payne. 


Comparative Translations of Bible Versions 


Luke 
11:34 


Acts 
10:34 


t (Gor. 


10:24 


Matthew 
19:14 


Jeremiah 
12:5 


Psalms 
119:147, 148 


Psalms 


Beilily WB 


Genesis 


4:8 


King James Version 
The light of the body is the eye: there- 
fore when thine eye is single, thy whole 
body also is full of light; but when thine 
eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness. 


Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, 
Of a truth I perceive that God is no re- 
specter of persons: 


Let no man seek his own, but every man 
another’s wealth. 


But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and 
forbid them not, to come unto me: for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven. 


If thou hast run with the footmen, and 
they have wearied thee, then how canst 
thou contend with horses? and if in the 
land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they 
wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in 
the swelling of Jordan? 


I prevented the dawning of the morning, 
and cried: I hoped in thy word. Mine 
eyes prevent the night watches, that I 
might meditate in thy word. 


Serve the Lorp with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, 
and ye perish from the way, when his 
wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are 
all they that put their trust in him. 


And Cain talked with Abel his brother: 
and it came to pass, when they were in 
the field, that Cain rose up against Abel 
his brother, and slew him. 


Luke 
11:34 


Acts 
10:34 


I Cor 
10:24 


Matthew 
19:14 


Jeremiah 
WAOSS 


Psalms 


119:147, 148 


Psalms 
SUM UP: 


Genesis 


4:8 


Revised Standard Version 

Your eye is the lamp of your body; when 
your eye is sound, your whole body is full 
of light; but when it is not sound, your 
body is full of darkness. 


And Peter opened his mouth and said: 
“Truly I perceive that God shows no par- 
tiality,” 

Let no one seek his own good, but the 
good of his neighbor. 


But Jesus said, “Let the children come to 
me, and do not hinder them; for to such 
belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 


“If you have raced with men on foot, 
and they have wearied you, 
how will you compete with horses? 
And if in a safe land you fall down, 
how will you do in the jungle of 
the Jordan?” 


I rise before dawn and cry for help; 
I hope in thy words. 
My eyes are awake before the watches 
of the night, 
that I may meditate upon thy promise. 


Serve the Lord with fear, 
with trembling kiss his feet, 

lest he be angry, and you perish in the way; 
for his wrath is quickly kindled. 


Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 


Cain said to Abel his brother, “Let us go 
out to the field.” And when they were 
in the field, Cain rose up against his broth- 
er Abel, and killed him. 
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Plans for Bible Observance 


Thousands of community committees are at work on plans 
for the September 30 Observance of the publication of the 
Revised Standard Version Bible 


by H. Leroy Brininger 


R. CHAIRMAN, I move we 

take immediate steps to have 
our Ministerial Association partici- 
pate in this program. This is one of 
the grandest opportunities that has 
been before us.” 

These men had just heard the story 
of plans for the Revised Standard 
Version Bible Observance, when the 
Association’s vote added their city to 
the growing list of some two thousand 
communities planning to share in the 
Observance during Christian Educa- 
tion Week, September 28 - October 5. 
Similar responses have come as the 
story has been told by other Division 
of Christian Education staff mem- 
bers, state council executives, and a 
score of denominational field workers. 

Forty-eight states, Hawaii, and the 
Canal Zone are represented in that 
list of communities moving ahead 
with plans. ‘All possible efforts are 
being made to have three thousand 
cities and towns share in the Observ- 
ance. Canadian Council leaders are 
aiming at three hundred dominion 
services. The Observance is sponsored 
by the Division of Christian Educa- 
tion of the National Council of 
Churches, the Department of Chris- 
tion Education of the Canadian 
Council of Churches, and state and 
provincial councils of churches. 

A feature of the week will be the 
city-wide or community-wide services 
of “thanksgiving and dedication” 
Tuesday evening, September 30, 
marking publication of The Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible. The 
theme for these services and the en- 
tire Observance is “The word of life 
in living language.” 

The Revised Standard Version Bi- 


Mr. Brininger is Director of the Depart- 
ment of Educational Promotion, Division of 
Christian Education, National Council of 
Churches. He has had special responsibility 
for working with communities in setting up 
plans for the Observance described. 
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ble is the result of fifteen years of 
work by a committee of thirty-two 
of America’s ablest Bible scholars 
commissioned in 1937 by the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Educa- 
tion. 

Community committees, represent- 
ing local councils of churches, minis- 
terial associations and alliances, coun- 
cils of church women, youth councils, 
and other groups, have been at work 
in these cities and towns planning the 
services, arranging exhibits of Bibles, 
enlisting cooperation of service clubs, 
colleges, and other organizations, and 
carrying forward publicity and pro- 
motion schedules through the press 
and radio and television as suggested 
in Community Manuals supplied by 
the national committee. 

Basic purposes of the Observance 
are to lift up the “word of God,” to 
emphasize the central place of the 
Bible in our Christian heritage, to 
denote our unity in the word of God, 
to encourage wider Bible reading, to 
honor the Bible scholars whose fif- 
teen years of work have been a “labor 
of love,” and to celebrate appropri- 
ately this coming of the second au- 
thorized English version of the Bible 
in 341 years. 

Observance activities in many com- 
munities will begin with Rally Day 
services, youth meetings, and other 
appropriate Bible emphases in local 
churches Sunday, September 28. 
Many denominations are encouraging 
local churches to carry this emphasis 
on the opening day of Christian Edu- 
cation Week. World-wide Commun- 
ion Services, related this year to the 
Bible Observance, will close the 
week’s schedule for many churches. 

A highlight of each community 
service will be the presentation of 
five copies of the Revised Standard 
Version Bible to citizens who symbo- 
lize contributions being made to the 
moral and spiritual life of those com- 


munities, or who represent relation- 
ships which ought to be sustained 
there. These copies will go to a Sun- 
day school teacher, or superintendent, 
a family, a public educator, a public 
official, a library, or other persons or 
organizations selected by the local 
committee. 

Worshippers gathered for the Tues- 
day evening services will sing a new 
prize-winning hymn written especial- 
ly for the Observance and chosen by 
the Hymn Society of America.t_ They 
will use a printed service of “Thanks- 
giving and Dedication” prepared by 
the national committee. They will 
hear an address on the Observance 
theme. Many communities will have 
displays of the new Bible to enable 
worshippers to secure their copies on 
the day of publication. 

Prominent churchmen from many 
parts of the nation are on speakers’ 
listings supplied to community com- 
mittees by the national office through 
state councils of churches. These 
speakers were nominated by their de- 
nominations and agreed to serve with- 
out honorarium. 

Attractive posters and large back- 
drop pieces for exhibits of interesting 
and old Bibles are being supplied to 
each city and town. A Community 
Manual provides detailed help for 
committees working on publicity, pro- 
motion, exhibits, and programs. Oth- 
er resources include a speakers’ hand- 
book, audio-visuals, and pastor’s pack- 
ets being distributed through some 
sixty denominations. 

A committee of close to seventy- 
five council and denominational lead- 
ers has developed plans and materials 
for the Observance. Newspapers, 
magazines, radio and television will 
be carrying features on the event. 
Announcement has been made by the 
United States Postal Department of 
a stamp to be issued this fall com- 
memorating the five hundredth anni- 
versary of the Gutenberg press and 
its first printed book—The Holy Bi- 
ble. 

You and your church will want to 
share in this nation-wide celebration. 
Watch for announcement of your 
community plans. If no steps have 
been initiated in your community, 
write your state council or to the Di- 
vision of Christian Education, 79 East 
Adams Street, Chicago 3, Illinois. 


*See the “What's Happening" section for 
a story on the hymn. The words will appear 
in the October JOURNAL. 


There Is Power in the Word 


fed Con Ae (uestioner 
Ke ésiies a hah b Keply 


by A. Wehrli 


The publication later this month of the 
complete Bible in a new revision re- 
minds Christian teachers that what- 
ever the version used or whatever the 
time—the important thing is the in- 
tegration into life of the message in 
the Word. Dr. Wehrli makes this point 
in the following article, which is one 
in a series on the power of the Scrip- 
tures in the lives of various Bible 
characters. 

Dr. Wehrli is Professor of Old Testa- 
ment at the Eden Theological Semi- 
nary. 

And behold, a lawyer stood up to 
put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” He said to him, “What is writ- 
ten in the law? How do you read?” 
And he answered, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, and with all 
your mind; AND YOouR NEIGHBOR AS 
YourseELF.” And he said to him, 
“You have answered right; do this 
and you will live.” But he, desiring 
to justify himself said to Jesus, “And 
who is my neighbor?”—From Luke 
10: 25-29 

HE PUBLICATION of a new 

translation of the Bible empha- 
sizes dramatically the surpassing value 
of one of mankind’s oldest possessions, 
the Scriptures. At the same time, 
however, and with equal pertinence, 
it serves to stress the necessity for 
keeping the “healing waters” of this 
“fountain of life” available to actual 
people of the contemporary world. 
That, simply stated, is the real reason 
and the only valid excuse for any 
translation of the Bible. For its eter- 
nal message must continue to be elo- 
quent and its treasure accessible for 
the needs of men. 

That Scripture really functions in 
this manner is eminently illustrated in 
the “prelude” to Jesus’ parable of the 
Good Samaritan, above quoted. How- 
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ever, that the Law (Scripture) also 
needs to be interpreted and “applied” 
to the problems of one’s present-day 
living is equally evident. 

The “certain lawyer,” who “stood 
up” to question Jesus, knew the Law. 
In fact, he was what we might call 
an expert. He could quote from the 
Law at the drop of a hat on any 
specific problem as well as concern- 
ing its central meaning. Nevertheless 
he had personal difficulty with it in 
regard to its application to himself. 
As with many a person familiar with 
Scripture, the lawyer was unable to 
shake off the grip it had upon him. 
Yet vaguely, he sensed that unre- 
served loyalty to the spirit of the Law 
could involve one in endless charities 
and multiply one’s “concern” for the 
welfare of every needy person in the 
universe. That could become burden- 
some and even troublesome. 


However, lawyers, like other people, 
wanted to be comfortable. This law- 
yer was serious about his desire, his 
genuine desire, for a good reputation, 
which means unreserved commit- 
ment to justice, decency, truth and 
all the other virtues. Concerning 
these things he was, like any other 
respectable person, in principle, an 
absolutist. He was for all these things 
without reservation, in principle. To 
him this theoretical position was the 
same as loving God without reserva- 
tion. In the lawyer’s conversation 
with Jesus he has no difficulty with 
that part of the holy law. It is there- 
fore significant to notice that he does 
not ask: “But, who is God?” His 
difficulty rather is with that classic 
companion-piece of the basic law: 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself,” recorded in Leviticus 19:18b. 

For neighbors are not theoretical, 
they are facts. They do not exist “in 
principle,” they live and breathe, they 
suffer and bleed, they starve and 
clamor for assistance. Above all, they 


exist practically everywhere, making 
unscheduled intrusions into our daily 
routine and interrupting our conven- 
ience and our progress. They are like 
that “certain man who went down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
among thieves.” According to Jesus 
the “interpreter,” the most basic tenet 
in “all the Law and the Prophets” 
includes the needy in all places, even 
when one does not know their name 
or race, nor their connections or repu- 
tation. Thus the word of God, which 
is by no means weak in theory, or 
principle, is equally insistent that ap- 
plication and practice shall match 
the theory. 

And it will not do to restrict the 
application of the injunction regard- 
ing neighbors, as the lawyer in all 
of us always attempts to do. One 
cannot get credit for loving God “with 
all your heart” while one insists on 
loving only certain types or classes 
of neighbors. Obviously Jesus’ inter- 
rogator was willing to apply the broad 
principle of love to specific groups, 
perhaps other lawyers, or other Je- 
rusalemites or even other Israelites. 
Thus presumably the priest and the 
Levite in Jesus’ parable would not 
have “passed by on the other side” 
had either of them recognized in the 
victim another “brother” priest or 
Levite. The lawyer’s propensity for 
cutting one’s charities down to more 
manageable, convenient and less ex- 
pensive proportions is always with us 
as a temptation while at the same 
time we continue to want full credit 
for complete dedication to the prin- 
ciple involved. 

The anomalous desire for all of 
God and at the same time for as few 
neighbors as possible is really what 
such legal sophistry attempts. And 
far too often it succeeds in clothing 
itself with the mantle of religious 
piety. Yet there is no inner satisfac- 
tion, no religious exaltation or spirit- 
ual joy possible when the venerable 
law of God, the Holy Scriptures, are 
thus imprisoned in the straight-jacket 
of one’s prejudices and convenient 
preferences. “Eternal life,” the law- 
yer’s and everyone’s deepest need, 


cannot be “inherited” in this manner. 


PRAYER 
Bless thy church everywhere with a 
renewal of its interest in thy Word 
and with a revival of its own peculiar 
function to teach thy law and to re- 
veal thy will to men and nations 
around the world. Amen. 
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Fl Prescription for 
Cood ‘Teaching 


by Fred H. Willkens 


NTIRELY TOO MUCH poor 

teaching is going on in our church 
schools. Some of it, no doubt, is ex- 
cusable on the grounds of unfavor- 
able conditions for teaching, or lack 
of education and competence on the 
part of the teachers. But these fac- 
tors do not explain the poor teach- 
ing too frequently found in church 
schools supplied with first-class cur- 
riculum materials, satisfactory equip- 
ment, and with teachers of good edu- 
cation and native ability. Probably 
the best explanation for inadequate 
teaching in such cases is poor lesson 
preparation. 

Most church school teachers are 
busy people, with family and civic 
responsibilities, and with many varied 
interests. It is admittedly hard for 
them to set aside a long enough block 
of time each week to give concen- 
trated attention to study and plan- 
ning for the next Sunday’s lesson. 
It is a great temptation for them to 
glance at the topic of the next lesson, 
see that it is a familiar one, say, “Oh, 
I know about that,” and trust largely 
to past experience and knowledge to 
get through the hour successfully. 

And yet every teacher, with how- 
ever long experience, knows how 
much more satisfactory it is to come 
to a class with a thorough grasp of 
the subject and with plans for en- 
gaging his pupils’ interest and enlist- 
ing their participation. 

Lesson materials are good 

In preparing for teaching the 
greatest resource is the curriculum 
materials supplied by the church. No 
other generation ever had at its dis- 
posal such excellent religious edu- 
cation textbooks for both pupils and 
teachers. The denominations have 
spent literally millions of dollars in 
the past decade to provide the best 
lesson materials and resources pos- 
sible. Twenty years or so ago, there 
were many individuals, usually in 


Dr. F. H. Willkens is Professor of Christian 
Education, Colgate Rochester Divinity School, 
Rochester, New York. 
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large churches, using lesson mate- 
rials they had prepared themselves, 
because they could not find any pub- 
lished materials of equal value. There 
are still many who are “trying out” 
original lessons in churches, but now- 
adays these are usually lesson writers 
who are working under the guidance 
of denominational editors. 

The people who have prepared the 
lesson materials, both writers and edi- 
tors, have had many years of ex- 
perience with the age group for 
which they are writing. They know 
what is possible and what is most 
likely to succeed in the presentation 
of a particular unit of study. A new 
teacher may think that some of the 
methods described in her textbook 
are difficult or strange. But in view 
of the many thoughtful revisions 
through which the manuscripts go 
before publication, it is unlikely that 
anything is included which has not 
passed the test of experience. 


The best curriculum materials for 
teachers contain background material 
on the subject and definite sugges- 
tions for teaching methods. The pu- 
pils’ books, particularly in the young- 
er grades, are full of attractive il- 
lustrations and stories and the print- 
ing format is in accordance with the 
best principles of juvenile publica- 
tion. In addition, there are often 
large pictures for group use, par- 
ents’ and superintendents’ helps and 
a list of projected audio-visual ma- 
terials. 

Granting, then, that on the whole 
the denominational lesson materials 
should be used, how does a teacher 
go about preparing for a class pe- 
riod? 

Look at the course 


Naturally the first thing the teach- 
er will want to know is what the 
course for the year will be. If new 
to the department, she will want 
general information about the va- 
rious topics to be studied by all the 
grades, in order to see how the work 


of her class fits into what has gone 
before and is to come later. A chart 
giving this information may be avail- 
able from the denomination, some- 
times in a superintendent’s manual. 
At the beginning of each year or 
quarter the content of each course 
could be interpreted by someone 
teaching it, so that each teacher will 
be acquainted with the continuity of 
the curriculum. 


Next the teacher will concentrate 
on the course for the quarter just 
ahead. And finally she will give more 
intensive study to the “teaching unit” 
which will first be taken up. By a 
unit is meant a series of lessons on 
some particular theme. In some 
churches, this initial study is done 
by the group of teachers who will be 
using the same material, under the 
guidance of the department superin- 
tendent and perhaps the minister. 
There is no reason, however, why a 
teacher cannot do it by herself if 
necessary. 


What about objectives? 


First the teacher will look at the 
purpose of the unit. She will prob- 
ably find that the purpose is ex- 
pressed in terms of attitudes grow- 
ing out of experiences, rather than 
in terms of subject matter. The as- 
sumption is that if the pupil has the 
right kind of experiences these will 
in turn produce the right kind of 
personality. After years of experi- 
mentation and observation, it has 
been generally agreed that, broadly 
speaking, a Christian personality can 
be thought of in terms of major char- 
acteristics. ‘These characteristics be- 
come objectives which have been 
grouped under the following eight 
headings: 1. An awareness of God 
and skill in practicing his presence; 
2. An appreciation of Christ as Lord; 
3. A Christian character; 4. Church- 
manship; 5. Service-mindedness; 6. 
A Christian philosophy of life; 7. 
Adequate understanding of and skill 
in using the Bible; 8. Christian home 
experiences. 

Which of these objects are included 
in the unit? Which are the ones 
most needed by the pupils? If the 
teacher does not know enough about 
her pupils to decide, she will plan to 
find out. Her primary purpose in 
teaching is to help her pupils. The 
more she knows about them the more 
she can do for them. Many excellent 
books and pamphlets are now avail- 
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able on the characteristics of the 
various age groups. Much valuable 
specific information can be secured 
through visits to the home. Before 
a new unit is launched, it is most 
profitable to visit the parents and to 
explain to them what one is trying 
to do and how they can assist the 
teacher. There are no two children 
alike. Parents appreciate this inter- 
est and will be cooperative when they 
learn of the teacher’s special concern 


for their child. 


Quite a number of teachers also 
make it a practice to visit the public 
school where most of their church 
school pupils attend. They observe 
the techniques of trained teachers 
and the response they get from their 
students. Again and again, church 
school teachers have said: “I could 
not believe that they were the same 
children. They behaved so different- 
ly.” 

Likewise, a visit to the playground, 
or an interview with the social worker 
in the neighborhood will yield helpful 
information. In view of the fact that 
many of the weekday church schools 
and vacation church schools and 
camps are in charge of trained lead- 
ers, volunteers find it most reward- 
ing to spend a period or more in 
such classes or groups. 


What about activities? 
With objectives and their applica- 


Pupils quickly recognize and respect good preparation by the teacher. 
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tion to the pupils well in mind, the 
teacher will next consider the ex- 
periences recommended to attain 
them. A second reading of the unit 
may be necessary now to find the 
specific suggestions and to make notes 
of those which seem most feasible or 
valuable. This may be the time to 
begin a notebook, jotting down spe- 
cial activities and references one will 
want to keep in mind. In selecting 
these activities pupil participation 
should be a constant factor. A good 
teacher, while reading a quarterly, is 
often unconsciously trying out in im- 
agination with her class and even 
with individual pupils ideas the au- 
thor suggests. That is why it is im- 
portant to read the quarterly through 
several times, and to jot down the 
various impressions. 


The reading of the teacher’s text 
should be followed by a reading of 
the pupil’s book, the materials for 
parents, and other materials avail- 
able. Out of this background, the 
teacher will prepare her plan for the 
unit, including the ideas which have 
survived a process of evaluation and 
elimination. The plan will include 
such things as: 1. What are the 
teacher’s objectives? 2. What will be 
her share of the class activities? 3. 
How will the pupils participate? 4. 
How can parents and others be of 
help? 5. What advance arrangements 
must be made for pictures and pro- 


jected audio-visuals, reference books, 
materials and resource persons? 


Now make lesson plans 

Next comes the actual lesson plan- 
ning for each session. The first one 
is very important. The introduction 
to a course can turn students against 
it if it is uninteresting. But it can 
also create great interest and en- 
thusiasm and enlist their wholeheart- 
ed participation. There are various 
possibilities: a story, a filmstrip, a 
project (planning a program of wor- 
ship; writing a hymn and setting it 
to music, dramatizing one or more 
hymn stories, etc.). One of the most 
important factors, in connection with 
the first session, is to differentiate be- 
tween “planning for people” and 
“planning with people.” 

Happy is the leader who has 
learned to enlist pupil participation. 
Teaching will become a source of 
joy and satisfaction. An _ outline 
which does not provide for choices 
on the part of the students will be 
looked upon as the teacher’s project 
and will either be rejected or treated 
with indifference. For that reason, 
it is well for the teacher to prepare 
a flexible outline for the rest of the 
course. This does not mean that 
planning can ever be superficial. On 
the contrary, it takes more time to 
make provision for choices by the 
class than it does simply to suggest 
a plan made by the teacher. 
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Some teachers find it helpful to 
call the parents together to confer 
with them, to ask for suggestions and 
to enlist their cooperation in the 
project. Often parents, thus con- 
sulted, turn out to be good pros- 
pects for teaching positions in the 
school. 

The last session is almost as im- 
portant as the first. In order to main- 
tain a high level of interest all the 
way through the course, the project 
must be brought to a successful con- 
clusion. Among the most successful 
ideas along this line have been the 
following: Open house for parents 
and friends, an exhibit of materials 
and a demonstration program, a quiz, 
or the presentation of the product 
of a work project. 


Using supplementary materials 

As indicated above, the largest 
block of time in lesson preparation 
will be given at the start of a unit. 
However, each week it will be neces- 
sary to evaluate the preceding Sun- 
day’s work and draw up a new lesson 
plan for the following Sunday. As 
the teacher delves deeper into the 
work she will find her interest grow- 
ing. Perhaps now she will notice the 
additional readings suggested by the 


lesson writer. These books will prob- 
ably be in the church school library 
or will be ordered on request. The 
more she reads, the more the teacher 
will find herself teaching out of an 
abundance of knowledge and with an 
authority the pupils will be quick to 
recognize. 

Likewise general reading and ev- 
eryday experiences will be reflected 
in good teaching. If the teacher has 
in mind what she will be doing for 
weeks ahead in class she can make 
arrangements in advance for the use 
of pictures, filmstrips, slides, pupil 
resource books, field trips, resource 
leaders, and various activities which 
call for preparation. She will be con- 
stantly finding pictures in magazines 
which will illustrate a coming lesson, 
or stories that will throw light on 
some point. By making references to 
these things in her notebook she may 
find when the time comes for re- 
fining a specific lesson plan that she 
already has much of the work done 
in advance. 


The minister can help 

Most teachers will not go about 
their work in this way without en- 
couragement and stimulation from 
someone else, often the minister. 


Dee Making of a Good pea 


The story of a lay woman who, like many 
others, has developed into an outstand- 
ing leader in religious education 


RS. EDWARD N. BODHOLDT 
of the Chevy Chase Presby- 
terian Church, Washington, D. C., 
is considered by people in her city to 
be an outstanding teacher and leader. 
How did she get that way? Every 
church would like to have leaders 
like Mrs. Bodholdt, and every sincere 
leader would like to be as effective as 
she. But how? 


After two years’ experience as a 
kindergarten teacher came marriage 
and then two daughters. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bodholdt were concerned that 
their children have worthwhile ex- 
periences to share with their play- 
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mates, so they read, thought and 
planned to give them this kind of 
background. Upon moving to Wash- 
ington, D. C., they visited churches, 
liked the Chevy Chase church. Look- 
ing further for the help she needed, 
Mrs. Bodholdt attended a six-weeks’ 
“School for Christian Living in The 
Nation’s Capitol.” 

When Mr. Rice, the church school 
superintendent, persuaded her to be- 
come superintendent of the primary 
department, Mrs. Bodholdt took the 
assignment seriously and knew that 
she needed further training. Mr. Rice 
told her about a laboratory training 


Many ministers conduct coaching 
conferences in their local churches. 
They meet with their teachers quar- 
terly or even monthly, to plan ahead. 
They find that such assistance is 
deeply appreciated by the volunteer 
leaders. 

If it is not possible for ministers to 
render such service, teachers may 
meet together to prepare their plans. 
If those teaching the same lessons 
can arrange it, they find that weekly 
appointments to work together on 
their preparation are most stimulat- 
ing. 

The rewards of good teaching far 
outweigh the work involved. There 
is something inherently uplifting in 
the earnest study and teaching of 
God’s Word. People who undertake 
it with seriousness find their lives 
enriched and their influence expand- 
ing. How else can we account for 
the large number of lay workers who 
have come out of the teaching ranks 
to give leadership in training schools, 
curriculum writing, and on denom- 
inational and _ interdenominational 
committees? They come from among 
those of effective service, have paid 
the price in study and preparation 
and have heard the rewarding word, 


“Well done!” 


school to be held at Wooster College 
in Ohio. But how was she to get 
away from her home and two little 
girls for two weeks? 

Mr. Bodholdt solved the problem. 
“If you would like to go, this will 
make you a better mother as well as 
a better teacher. You go, and [ll 
take my vacation at that time and 
take care of the girls.’ He and the 
girls had a grand time going on pic- 
nics, sightseeing trips, shopping for 
things with which to surprise mother 
upon her return, and keeping house. 
Again the next year the program was 
repeated. 
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At Wooster, Mrs. Bodholdt got ac- 
quainted with Miss Hazel Lewis of 
the Board of Education for the Dis- 


a 


of her service. He was persistent in 
recruiting leaders, patient with them 
as they developed, always calling 


Bodholdt 


Mrs. Bodholdt (center) met with her supervisors regularly for planning. 


ciples of Christ, who inspired her and 
challenged her to become a_ truly 
competent church school leader, This 
was in 1941 and 1942. In 1943 Mrs. 
Bodholdt attended a training school 
at Beaver College, Jenkentown, Penn- 
sylvania. In 1949 she went back to 
Wooster to assume the responsibility 
of supervisor of the primary depart- 
ment of the laboratory school, the po- 
sition in which Hazel Lewis had first 
inspired her. In 1950 she went again 
as director of the entire school. 


Stars for the church and the 
superintendent 


The Chevy Chase church under- 
stands the importance of good leader- 
ship and makes it possible for its 
workers to have training by paying 
their entire expense to such schools. 
It also sees to it that the workers 
have good materials with which to 
work. In addition to good lesson ma- 
terials, a library for both the teachers 
and the pupils, audio-visual materials, 
pictures, equipment, maps, materials 
for activities and other needed items 
are’ provided. The church under- 
stands what is good Christian educa- 
tion and puts a premium on it. 

One of the most important influ- 
ences which went into making Mrs. 
Bodholdt a competent leader was that 
of Mr. Roland Rice, the general sup- 
erintendent during most of the years 


12 


them from their second best to their 
best effort. He encouraged his teach- 
ers to study, take training and use the 
best methods. He was a friend to 
each one and dropped by early on 
Sunday to greet each one personally. 
He brought good speakers to teachers’ 
meetings to guide and inspire his 
workers. He made his workers feel 
that they could come to him with any 
personal problem as well as with 
teaching problems. He studied Chris- 
tian education so that he knew what 
to expect of his workers and always 
showed appreciation of their good 
work. 


Right methods make for success 


Mrs. Bodholdt succeeded in part 
because she went at it in the right 
way. Her department was large and 
had to be divided into three single- 
grade groups, each with a supervisor. 
She met with these supervisors for 
long-range planning, then for unit 
planning. She met with the teachers 
of each grade regularly and with the 
full department occasionally. Mate- 
rials were always ordered well in ad- 
vance so that the teachers knew what 
was available. She secured supple- 
mentary materials for them. She al- 
ways got to church on Sunday morn- 
ing ahead of all her workers. She 
prepared a kit of materials for each 
and helped her to see how to make 
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the best use of materials. She saw to 
it that the best’books for teachers and 
pupils were in the library. 

Parents are important in the re- 
ligious education of their children and 
Mrs. Bodholdt arranged for their 
participation in the program. She 
had them visit in small groups and 
had occasional “parents’ Sundays” for 
all. Visitation in homes by the teach- 
ers was encouraged. 

Except for teaching a year-round 
training—class, her church has now 
released Mrs. Bodholdt to act as con- 
sultant for the forty-two Presbyterian 
churches of the area. Then there is 
the Council of Churches’ leadership 
program in which she is active. In 
June this year Mrs. Bodholdt was one 
of four women sent to Europe by the 
U. S. Air Force to conduct religious 
leadership education classes and lab- 
oratory schools at various USAFE in- 
stallations, to help make the religious 
education of children of Air Force 
personnel as effective as possible. 


Mrs. Bodholdt insists that almost 
anyone could do what she has done. 
Maybe that is right. After all what 
made Mrs. Bodholdt the kind of vol- 
unteer leader whose influence is felt 
throughout the area of Washington, 
D. C. and far beyond? It was a 
church that put a premium on good 
Christian education, a good church 
school superintendent, good training 
schools. It was the reading of books 
and journals on religious education. 
It was a husband who lightened the 
load at home again and again so that 
she could go to meetings and training 
schools. It was her own devotion to 
the job, plus—a major factor in it 


all—her consistent use of the best’ 


procedures, materials and methods, 
for their use does help to make the 
leader. That’s how the best teachers 
get. that way. 


ADVANCE ORDERS 


for extra copies of the October 
Journal on TEACHING THE 
BIBLE EFFECTIVELY will 


help us determine just how 
many extra copies to print. 


Prices: 1-9 copies each 30c 
10-19 25c 
20 or more 20c 


Send your order TODAY to 
International Journal, 79 E. 


Adams St., Chicago 3, Illinois. 


by Virgil E. Foster 


F ALL THE TOOLS of Chris- 

tian education the church li- 
brary is one of the easiest to use. This 
is true for a small church as well as 
a large one, for a country church as 
for a city church. Most children, 
young people and adults enjoy read- 
ing. They have a right to expect the 
church to help them have a “bal- 
anced diet” of reading, with plenty 
of Christian literature available in 
the church library. 


Except for little children who can- 
not read, books carry their own mes- 
sage with little help from teacher or 
parent except in the selection and cir- 
culation. In circulating good religious 
books the one room church has an 
advantage over a large one. Don’t 
sell your small church short by say- 
ing, “A library? Oh, that’s for the 
large church.” 

I know a large church which has 
a fine library, tucked away on the 
second floor of the parish house, al- 
most at the farthest possible location 
from the Sunday morning congrega- 
tion. Suppose you want to borrow a 
book after church some Sunday. Don’t 
go out the usual way to greet the 
minister. Go through the side door 
into the parish house. Don’t turn 
right—that’s an exit. Turn left up 
the stairs, then right down a long 
hall. No, that door is another exit, 
turn right again, then left (the other 
door goes into the kitchen), then 
right again and up the stairs. Find 
your way around two more corners 
and there is the library. 

If you don’t get lost, by the time 
you get your book, find your way 
back to your family and get home, 
the roast in the oven will be over- 
done. Knowing you probably won’t 
risk it, that church makes a “one 
room church” of itself on Sunday 
morning by taking a good selection 
of books to a table in the narthex 
of the church where you will see them 
and be tempted on your way out. 
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A one room church can keep its 
library near the entrance where it is 
easily accessible. A set of shelves in 
a corner just inside and a table for 
spreading out a display of books and 
for “signing out” those being bor- 
rowed, are about all the equipment 
needed. If the church has two or 
three rooms instead of one, the best 
location will still be near the entrance 
or the gathering place. 


An abundance of good books 


A small church can have a good 
library if it wants it. The cost is not 
prohibitive. Circulation is more sim- 
ple in a small church than in a large 
one. Guidance in the selection of 
books is available from denomination- 
al bookstores and educational offices. 
The Journal carries book lists, re- 
views and advertisements. Two book 
lists will appear in the November and 
December issues of the Journal, one 
for the library of religious books for 
all members of the family, the other 
for the teachers’ reference library. 

Within the last ten to fifteen years 
a wealth of excellent religious books 
for all ages has been published. From 
a time of scarcity of such books a few 
years ago we have moved into a time 
of abundance, in which increasing 
care must be shown in selecting the 
best. 

The reading of good religious books 
at home can greatly increase the ef- 
fectiveness of the church school. 
Think of the background a boy or 
girl brings to his class upon entering 
junior high if each year before that 
he has read from six to twelve good 
religious books. 

Imagination helps circulation 

One minister of a small church 
helps circulate books by taking a se- 
lection with him as he calls in his 
large rural parish. He leaves books 
the members of a family have not 
read and takes those they have fin- 
ished on to another family or back 
to the library. 


In another church a parents’ call- 
ing group helps circulate books in the 
same way. In another the teachers 
take great interest in it, considering 
reading in the home an important 
part of religious education. There is 
conversation in class about the books 
and their relation to the courses of 
study. Books are lent to pupils on 
Sunday morning to be taken home, 
wrapped in paper bags to protect 
them from dirt, rain or snow and to 
impress upon the children the import- 
ance of bringing them back clean 
(see picture on page 9 of the July- 
August issue). Teachers take books 
with them when they call, discuss 
them in parent-teacher meetings, 
phone parents about the books their 
children are borrowing from the 
church library. That small church is 
a reading church. That means it is 
a thinking, vital, growing church. 


Reading helps make good teachers 

It is just as important for teachers 
and leaders in a small church to read 
good reference books as it is in the 
large church. Books helping us to 
understand the Bible, understand our 
pupils, understand the best teaching 
methods and know the objectives of 
Christian teaching should be read by 
every teacher. But how can it happen 
if the books are not made available 
to them? The small church can have 
good teaching if, among other things, 
it provides a good library for its 
workers. 

All the things said in the articles 
about the library in the last three 
issues of the Journal apply to the 
small church. Finance it with a basic 
appropriation in the budget, memo- 
rial and other gifts, rental fees for 
books kept for more than two weeks 
and group contributions. Have a good 
librarian and a library committee to 
select, manage, circulate and _ inter- 
pret. Help the children and young 
people to grow up aware of the im- 
portance of religious books. Some 
librarians help at this point by hold- 
ing a “story hour” for various age- 
groups after school and on Saturday. 

A library is important for the small 
church as well as the large one. A 
church which wants its children, 
young people and adults to have the 
best Christian education possible will 
make good religious books available 
to them. 
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De Youth Fellowship 


What it can do for your young 
people and your church 


by Gilbert F. Close, Jr. 


OR OVER SEVEN YEARS I 

was a denominational youth execu- 
tive. I carried responsibility for pro- 
gram building, preparing materials 
and training leaders. I traveled 
across the country many times and 
had contacts with others who, like 
myself, were working with those who 
work with young people. Now, as a 
pastor of a local congregation, I 
am attempting to work with a group 
of young people; the same young 
people week after week. I find that 
there is a difference between doing 
youth work and working with a group 
of young people. There are tensions of 
which I was not aware before, some 
of which arise out of the Christian 
way of life itself in a world full of 
imperfections, others which arise out 
of youth work in particular. 

The worker with youth is ever 
struggling with the tension between 
what is and what ought to be; be- 
tween what he has to work with and 
what he is working toward. 


Fellowship or fraternity? 

Take the tension between two con- 
cepts basic in youth work: “fellow- 
ship” and “fraternity.” The denom- 
inations today are nearly all com- 
mitted to, and engaged in the pro- 
motion of, the fellowship idea. I was 
one of those who promoted it on a 
national basis. It is an excellent idea. 
It grows out of the Christian ideal 
of inclusive oneness. It means that 
all the young people in all their 
groups and organizations throughout 
the church are members of the fel- 
lowship. A basic purpose unites them 
all in a common program. Junior 
highs, seniors, and older young people 
are all part of the fellowship—each 
with its own group program, but 
each a part of the one inclusive fel- 
lowship. 


Dr. Close is pastor of the Portalhurst Pres- 
byterian Church, San Francisco, California. 
He was formerly Director of Young People's 
Ages for the Presbyterian Church in the 
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But the young people don’t see it 
that way without being taught. They 
have the idea of fraternity, which is 
an exclusive, as over against the in- 
clusive, principle. Junior highs want 
their own group, want to be able to 
say who can and who can’t be in it. 
Seniors want their own group, and 
the less they hear and see of those 
pestiferous junior highs the better! 
And the older young people, 18-23 
years of age, feel they are not young 
people at all; they are young adults. 

Another major problem is that of 
cliques within the age groupings. 
Mary gathers a few girls around her 
interests and activities. They may 
not mean to be exclusive but they 
often have good times together, for- 
getting those not in the “gang.” 
Sometimes the clique is exclusive on 
purpose. This kind of thing is vicious 
and can destroy any spirit of fellow- 
ship. 

What can the worker with these 
young people in his church do? Take 
the easier way and settle the problem 
in favor of the fraternity idea? Not 
necessarily. There are some things he 
can do. 


The tension of fellowship versus 
fraternity can be worked out only 
through awareness on the part of 
the young people of a need for some 
guiding over-all coordinating body 
for their various groups. This body 
is usually called the Fellowship Coun- 
cil. In our church we do not yet have 
a Council in the sense the Fellow- 
ship Manual describes it. But we are 
at the point where the need for it 
is recognized. This came about 
through planning necessary projects, 
not just talking about them. The 
Youth Budget has been perhaps the 
major project, since it involves all 
young people from junior highs 
through college students and since 
it seeks to reach all children and 
youth in the church. The Youth 
Banquet and the Church Family 


Night also brought out the need. The 
current project is the establishment 
of a library. Our youth are begining 
to see themselves as a part of a 
larger fellowship. 

The adult leader can attempt to 
further the fellowship idea and over- 
come the problems of cliques by 
subtly encouraging friendships that 
cut across clique lines. Sometimes 
this can be done by getting two or 
three together who have a common 
interest in~music, sports, drama or 
some other area. Another idea that 
works sometimes is to ask the entire 
group of one particular age to do 
something for the church or com- 
munity that will require the efforts 
of all the members in order to com- 
plete it. 

Commissions or specialists? 

Then there is the commission 
plan. Just what is it? It is several 
things. It is a plan for organizing 
a group. It is also a lan for organ- 
izing a program. There are five com- 
missions coming into general use 
among many of the denominations 
working together in the United 
Christian Youth Movement. They 
are: Christian Faith, Christian Wit- 
ness, Christian Fellowship, Christian 
Outreach, and Christian Citizenship. 

The recommendation comes to a 
local adviser that his group organize 
according to these five commissions. 
So he conscientiously tries to lead 
the young people to organize. They 
agree. Jim is made Faith Chairman, 
Jane is Witness, and so on. Then 
what? There seem to be few specific 
duties these young people can see 
and do. They are supposed to be re- 
sponsible for certain areas of con- 
cern, but just exactly what? Mean- 
while, somebody has to send out pub- 
licity, and somebody has to plan and 
lead the next meeting, and someone 
else has to be chairman of next 
week’s social hour. The kids say, 
“What good are the commissions for 
getting our jobs done?” 

In our high school group each 
chairman has become a functional 
specialist while others do next to 
nothing except come and sit. Allan 
always leads the worship; Kay always 
plans the social activities; Scott does 
all the publicity and membership 
chores; and Ellen is the Moderator. 
The thirty to forty others in the 
group help out occasionally when 
there’s a project on which to work 
and the basketball team and the 
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baseball team usually have some 
rooters, but the specialists do the 
real work. And none of them 
scratches the surface of stimulating 
interest and study and action in the 
area of his commission’s responsibil- 
ity! 

The net result is that the adviser, 
torn between his denominational loy- 
alty and his own desire to do a good 
job is tempted to dismiss the whole 
commission idea as impractical and 
unrealistic. He settles for the idea of 
having programs related to each com- 
mission area on a kind of rotation 
basis: a Faith topic one week, a Wit- 
ness topic the next, and so on, round 
after round. 

However, the commission plan of 
organization can be made successful 
slowly and surely, through a pro- 
gram of careful cultivation of the 
young commission chairmen. This 
means building a close working rela- 
tionship with each chairman: listen- 
ing and challenging, suggesting, re- 
straining, encouraging, so that each 
chairman will in turn challenge the 
members of his commission to con- 
cern and creative effort. As they 
begin to grasp for themselves the 
tremendous content and the expand- 
ing concerns of their respective areas, 
they begin to break out with ideas. 

The most effective way is to find 
an adult member of the church 
whose interests and vocation are par- 
ticularly helpful in a given area, and 
to make him an adviser for the youth 
chairman. The adviser of the fellow- 
ship must help this adult to have an 
enthusiastic interest, but the results 
in Christian growth, program en- 
richment and group enthusiasm more 
than justify the effort. 

Group interests or group needs? 

There is always the matter of 
making some reconciliation between 
the group’s interests and the group’s 
real, not their conscious, needs. It is 
the needs of youth of which they 
are not aware that are of major im- 
portance: the need for instruction in 
the principal doctrines of the Christ- 
ian faith; the need for something 
more than superficial and fragment- 
ary knowledge of the Bible; the need 
for a mature conception of the 
church; the need for understanding 
and identifying themselves with the 
Christian Fellowship; the need for 
a realistic coming to grips with the 
soul-searching demands of disciple- 
ship. 
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The conviction that these are far 
from the conscious needs of youth 
has come as something of a bitter 
pill to me since returning to the local 
pastorate. I had come to believe, after 
working with highly selected young 
people holding national offices, that 
they were fairly typical. They are 
not. 

The task of the adult leader is to 
reconcile the group’s interests with 
their real needs. The Sunday morn- 
ing class in the church school can 
help when it is well taught and when 
it “belongs” to the young people and 
is accepted as a part of their pattern 
of organization. It can be the time 
and place par excellence for serious 
thinking and an effort to communi- 
cate the essentials of the Christian 
faith, The evening group is the 
chance for expressional activities, and 
for putting to practical discussion and 
application the lessons taught in the 
morning. Not that they are two 
sessions of the same group (though 
they may be), but the adults in 
charge have got to be partners! And 
the young people must be led to 
think of these meetings, with all their 
other activities, as parts of one whole 
program of the youth fellowship. 


The results are worth it 

There are other tensions, too, 
which there is not room here to 
describe: between “levels” of organ- 
ization, local, district, state and na- 
tional; between participation denom- 
inationally and interdenominational- 
ly. There is also the perennial ten- 
sion between young people and adult 
advisers in their concepts of their 
separate roles. Some of these ten- 
sions can be broken down through 
an effective Fellowship Council; 


through giving continuous time over 
a period of days to planning and 
working together; through educating 
adults; through taking part in com- 
munity joint projects. Solutions are 
not worked out in a day. They in- 
volve hard work, earnest prayer and 
tireless effort. 


But the youth fellowship reaches 
the ultimate pay-off when one con- 
siders what is happening to each of 
the young people, individually. When 
Ellen comes in to talk about becom- 
ing a director of Christian educa- 
tion; when Walt wants to know how 
his chances look toward becoming a 
minister; when Dennis remarks that 
since confessing his faith and uniting 
with the church his whole life has 
taken on new purpose and meaning; 
when Jane offers a prayer that tugs 
at your heart and brings tears to your 
eyes; when Lew speaks about church 
activity as the most rewarding and 
worthwhile experience there is; and 
one after another breaks out with an 
insight or a testimony of the opera- 
tion of the Spirit of God in his life— 
then one can begin to measure the 
value and effectiveness of the fellow- 
ship program. 

As knowledge of the work of the 
church grows, as concern for the ap- 
plication of Christian principles to 
the problems and issues facing our 
society and civilzation is increased, as 
members of the group reach out and 
begin to bring in other young people 
who are numbered among America’s 
long lamented “unchurched” youth, 
as concern for one another develops, 
all tensions fade into the background, 
and one sees that the Gospel of 
reconciliation is really and truly at 
work in these young lives. 


(This article is the first in a special series on youth work in the local church. Next 
month, one on teen-agers and one on older young people and students, in the special 
issue on Teaching the Bible Effectively.) 


How to Use This Issue of the Journal 


Keep it as a companion (See cover and pages four to seven) to the 
special October issue on Teaching the Bible Effectively. 


Use it: Those pages will be of interest to all classes, Primary and up. 


For Christmas planning see the Christmas play (P. 22), a list of Christ- 
mas plays (P. 20) and the article about selling books and pictures 


(P. 21). 


Ministers see Dr. Hoskins’ article on page 16. 


Teachers be sure to read the article on planning your teaching, page 9. 
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The group receives instruction about the baptismal font and the sacrament of baptism. 


Year-Round Preparation for Church Membership 


DIDN’T HAVE MUCH KNOWL- 

EDGE of what I was doing when 
I joined the church.” This statement 
falls frequently from the lips of adults 
when they come to talk about their 
own experience in the church. 

It is a sad confession. It is not 
that knowledge in itself is the final 
criterion of a proper readiness to be 
a part of Christ’s Church. Nonethe- 
less, just in common justice, there is 
a preparation for church membership 
which ought to be given. Children 
are brought up in the homes of church 
members. They go to the Sunday 
school more or less regularly, and it 
is rather taken for granted that they 
will become church members when 
they attain a certain age. They are 
likely to do just that, whether or not 
they are adequately prepared. 

Scarcely has a minister ever re- 
ceived a class of young people into the 
church when he could say that they 
were quite as well prepared as he 
could wish them to be. He is not be- 
ing unappreciative of the Sunday 
school, the vacation church school, 
and the weekday schools of religion 
when he concludes that all of these 
together normally do not fit young 
people for intelligent church mem- 
bership. He is not being cynical or 
unappreciative when. he concludes 
that these efforts plus the instruction 
of the home do not equip adequately. 


Dr. Hoskins is pastor of the First Congre- 
gational Church in Oak Park, Illinois. 
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BY FRED HOSKINS 


The minister has tried for years 
having a_ six-weeks course during 
Lent, and in the latter years he may 
well have extended the period to in- 
clude all the weeks from the begin- 
ning of the New Year until Easter. 
Even so, he is likely to feel a sense of 
guilt in receiving young people into 
the fellowship of the church without 
their having been given a really suf- 
ficient orientation for a life-long par- 
ticipation in the Body of Christ. 

Along with so many other pastors 
this writer has felt the need, and 
known himself inadequate to meet it. 
With them he has shared the convic- 
tion that some of the churches are 
making the right emphasis when they 
insist upon a special course of instruc- 
tion for their children covering a two 
or three-year period. I have tried 
Lenten  six-weeks courses, winter 
twelve-weeks courses, and courses in 
the Sunday school framework for a 
quarter or even for a whole year. The 
best experience I have had in the 
preparation of young people for 
church membership has been in a 
year-round weekday program in 
which all the other teaching resources 
—Sunday school, vacation church 
school, and week-day schools of re- 
ligion—are supplemented and not re- 
placed. 

The illustration of a year-round 
program which I here present grows 
out of our experience in the First 
Congregational Church of Oak Park 


during this past year. It is the first 
year for such a program here and 
leaves very much to be desired. 

Our Sunday school has a junior 
high school department made up of 
seventh and eighth grades only. In 
the beginning of last autumn we 
called together the parents of these 
children. The Director of Religious 
Education and the pastor undertook 
to interpret their concern for a more 
adequate preparation of youth for 
church membership. They invited the 
cooperation of the parents in a pro- 
posed Tuesday Junior High Club— 
actually named “Junior High Pilgrim 
Fellowship.” The proposed Club 
would meet at the church every Tues- 
day from 5:00 until 7:30. It was to 
provide the youngsters opportunity 
for church membership instruction, 
choir rehearsal, supper, recreation and 
project activities. The parents gave 
assurance of appreciative understand- 
ing and willingness to cooperate. 
Next, the children were invited to 
give their time and loyalty to such 
a program. They responded, 35 of 
them, with enthusiasm. 

Week after week, for two-and-a- 
half hours each Tuesday evening with 
amazing regularity and punctuality, 
the children have presented them- 
selves for such leadership as we of 
the staff have been prepared to give. 

At five o’clock all who were in- 
terested in choir work were in re- 
hearsal for one hour. Those not in- 


International Journal of Religious Education 


volved in choral work were engaged 
in projects. For example in one of 
the projects the group studied the re- 
ligious education needs of a mission 
Sunday school, then gathered and 
sent a supply of the things needed. 
At six o’clock all came together for 
supper and fun. For forty minutes, 
beginning at six-thirty, the minister 
had a class for all those who looked 
forward to becoming members of the 
church. The others were in a class 
which dealt with the story of the 
Church, particularly in its missionary 
outreach. For the last half-hour of 
the evening there was recreation. 

Little, if any value, inheres in the 
schedule just outlined. The point of 
it all is that it is possible, even in 
these busy days, for a minister and 
his associates to have a large block 
of a child’s time over a long period, 
at least for two years, in which more 
effective orientation for meaningful 
church membership may be provided. 

Though all parts of the program 
are calculated to contribute to a 
child’s further understanding of the 
meaning of the Christian fellowship, 
the minister’s class is especially direct- 
ed to this end. I have found it useful 
to give attention to the following: 

Each member of the group is given 
a copy of the book entitled My 
Church’ as his basic study book. Gen- 
erally we have used it as a guide 
more than as a text book. It provides 
a framework upon which the instruc- 
tion of the whole year may be built. 

Weekly meetings through the, year 
give opportunity for the minister to 
guide the youth of his church in 
equipping their minds with desirable 
and permanently valuable “memory 
work.” It may be agreed that a 
church member ought to “know by 
heart” the names of the books of the 
Bible, at least one great Creed, some 
of the great hymns, certain of the 
Psalms, and choice selections from the 
gospels and epistles. 

When the training program goes 
the year-round, the minister finds 
opportunity to go leisurely with his 
class to every part of the church 
building. It is a good experience to 
stop at the baptismal font or before 
a beautiful window, or at any other 
of the parts of the building and un- 


‘Published by Pilgrim Press. Many other 
denominations provide similar texts. Dr. Hos- 
kins recommends Adventuring Into the Church 
by Lewis Albert Convis, Harper & Brothers, 
1951, for use by the leader. 
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dertake to give some insight to the 
religious and theological significance 
behind what the uninstructed eye 
sees. The children are greatly inter- 
ested in learning the language of sym- 
bolism in colors and numbers and 
form. They rejoice in the stories of 
the altar and communion table, the 
pulpit, Bible, cross and candles. 


It has seemed to me that the year- 
round plan of preparation for church 
membership has among its great val- 
ues the occasion for opportunistic 
teaching. You cannot meet a class 
every week without sometime there 
being preparation in the church build- 
ing for a funeral or a wedding. When 
that occurs it is time to learn about 
Christian funerals or Christian mar- 
riage. Some day there surely will be 
a baptism just as the class is about 
to meet: that is the day to talk about 
the sacraments. Some day the minis- 
ter is called out from the class to 
make a “hospital call.” It may be he 


Conference and such a meeting pro- 
vides opportunity to get a further in- 
sight into the nature of the church’s 
work and service. 

Possibly the year-round program 
for preparation of youth for church 
membership has its greatest value for 
the minister. It provides him both 
opportunity and requirement to know 
those who are to be members of the 
church and it is a thrilling adventure 
in going along with them week after 
week to open windows here and doors 
there that they may at least glimpse 
the glory which is in the Church of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Pentecost is a fitting day for the 
close of the class for each year. Here 
tradition and a year-long training 
make it the appropriate day for the 
confirmation (or the baptism) of 
those who have prepared for church 
membership. We have followed the 
confirmation service in A Book of 
Worship for Free Churches. Almost 


Interpreting the Confirmation Service and the Service of Reception of Members 


can delay the call long enough to 
teach how the church members may 
and ought to use their ministers. In 
the course of the year there will sure- 
ly be visiting missionaries and other 
noted church leaders. Always these 
like to meet the prospective church 
members, and the children learn 
something more about the church 
and they learn it in a way they will 
not soon forget. Seldom will a church 
go through an entire year without 
there being some Church Council or 


every church has made provision for 
a similar service in its book of wor- 
ship. In our church no service quite 
equals in dépth of feeling, joy of 
achievement, and a sense of “the 
church” as that in which our youth, 
who have through a whole year been 
looking forward to membership in 
the church and been giving special 
study to it, kneel down for the ancient 
prayer of confirmation and then stand 
to receive the right hand of Christian 
fellowship. 
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YOURS FOR THE ASKING 


Several interesting replies were re- 
ceived to the questions asked in the 
June "Yours for the Asking" page. 
Some of these are given below. Send 
in your questions about any phase of 
church school work. Also send in brief 
accounts of successful activities or 
programs for the ‘Idea of the Month." 
Material used as an "Idea" is paid for 
with a Journal subscription to the 
author or to someone he may name. 


The Idea of the Month 


A Cornerstone Laying Ceremony 
Can Be a Teaching Tool 


IN MAY 1951 our church school 
workers were making plans for the 
observance of Children’s Day. A re- 
port had just been given concerning 
the progress of our new church build- 
ing. All were impressed with the de- 
scription of the seven symbols, en- 
graven in stone, which would appear 
on its exterior walls. These symbols 
had been carefully selected to express 
in eloquent language the fundamen- 
tals of our Christian faith. 


The question arose: “How can 
these significant symbols be lifted up 
before our people in the most mean- 
ingful manner?” We decided to make 
them the theme of our Children’s 
Day service. Plans were made through 
the children’s and youth departmen- 
tal superintendents to develop pro- 
grams around the meanings of these 
seven symbols. Each department 
agreed to produce in miniature a 
replica of its chosen symbol. A pupil 


was selected to present this replica to 
the entire church school and to place 
it in an improvised “cornerstone” 
during the Children’s Day program. 
This gave an opportunity for mean- 
ingful teaching concerning the va- 
rious symbols in the classes. 

Following the Children’s Day pro- 
gram, which was both well done and 
well received, plans were made to 
use these seven symbols in the actual 
Cornerstone Laying Ceremony. 

The day of the laying of the cor- 
nerstone was bright and clear, and 
a large crowd of church members 
and their friends gathered to witness 
the ceremonies. As a part of the pro- 
gram came the presentation of the 
symbols made in the various depart- 
ments: 

A Bible, representing the Word of 
God, was given by a boy of the nurs- 
ery department. The Bible contained 
the names of all the nursery depart- 
ment children. 

A small cross, made by one of the 
kindergarten teachers, was brought by 
a four-year-old boy. This was inter- 
preted as being expressive of the chil- 
dren’s love for Jesus. 

The cross and orb, signifying th 
the outreach of the Christian faith, 
was brought by a primary child. The 
children in this department had be- 
gun learning about world brother- 
hood and Christian missions. 

The shell, a very ancient symbol of 
Christian baptism, was then present- 
ed by one of the girls of our junior 
department, where the initial steps 


of church membership are frequently 
taken. 

A young man from the Interme- 
diate Department presented the rep- 
lica of the lamp of Christian knowl- 
edge, emphasizing the need to make 
this knowledge live today. 

The ship, an ancient and particu- 
larly appropriate symbol of the Chris- 
tian Church, was presented by a sen- 
ior high youth. 

Lastly, the chalice, significant of 
the Lord’s Supper, was placed in the 
container by one of the young adults. 

It seemed to us present that a sig- 
nificant phase of Christian education 
was illustrated through this participa- 
tion of the church school in the laying 
of the cornerstone for our church. 

—Miss Grace S. Crim, 

Director of Religious Education, 
Lakewood Christian Church, 
Lakewood, Ohio 


Reply—How Show 
Unframed Pictures? 


In the June issue information was 
asked on this page for other methods 
of displaying unframed pictures on 
plaster walls. Both Mrs. H. C. Carl 
of Lincoln, Nebraska and Mrs. How- 
ard W. Douglas of Rutland, Vermont 
recommend using masking tape which 
can be purchased at hardware stores. 
Mrs. Carl’s directions are: 

“Cut a three-inch strip of masking 
tape. Roll it around finger, with ad- 
hesive on outside. Overlap to form 
a ring. Remove from finger. Adhere 
to the back of the unmounted picture 


Davis and Davis 


Representatives of departments bring symbols to be placed in the “cornerstone. 
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or drawing, at each upper corner. 
Put the picture against wall where it 
is to be displayed. Press on top of the 
tape points. The tape holds the pic- 
ture firmly and does not show. It 
can be easily removed and does not 
injure the paint. Only a slight amount 
of paper peels from the back of the 
picture when removed.” 


Reply—When Start 
Giving Projects? 

In the June issue Mrs. Lois Bar- 
rington Sharpe asked how soon one 
could start “giving” projects with 
children which would be of religious 
and educational value to them. The 
following reply has been received 
from Mrs. J. S. Wherley of New 
Philadelphia, Ohio: 

“T would say from experience that 
even first-graders may be included in 
‘giving projects’ and that they do not 
have to have a wide knowledge of 
geography for it to be of religious 
and educational value to them. 

“When our church announced that 
the Epiphany offering would be for 
the benefit of kindergarten work in 
Japan we had a special service to pre- 
pare our primary department to share 
in the project. We used a globe, a 
picture map of Japan and a picture 
of Miss Helene Harden, a missionary 
to Japan. Through the scripture les- 
sons, hymns and the story “Kayo and 
Kayo,” introducing the missionary 
and her work, we helped the children 
to understand the needs of buildings, 
equipment and even food for these 
little friends across the sea. Each 
child received a special envelope in 
which to bring his offering two weeks 
hence. 

“The result was gratifying. We 
heard accounts of children denying 
themselves various things to be able 
to give to this cause. We as teachers 
felt that a degree of stewardship 
teaching had been accomplished. 

“Later we received a letter and 
pictures of kindergarten children in 
Japan from Miss Harder. These pic- 
tures of actual children helped our 
children immeasurably in realizing 
that they were real people like them- 
selves. We have kept in touch with 
them by birthday cards and letters. 
When Christmas time was nearing 
our children readily responded by 
bringing dozens of pencils, many 
boxes of crayons and color books to 
send to Japan.” 
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Dr. Gerald E. Knoff 


New Executive Secretary 


EWLY ELECTED to the position 
of Executive Secretary of the 
Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of 
America is Dr. Gerald E. Knoff who 
took office July 1, 1952. He succeeds 
Dr. Roy G. Ross who relinquished 
the position to give full time to his 
work as Associate General Secretary 
of the National Council of Churches. 
The Division of Christian Educa- 
tion represents a merger of three na- 
tional agencies: The International 
Council of Religious Education, the 
National Protestant Council on High- 
er Education, and the Missionary 
Education Movement. 

In consequence of this merger a 
great variety of ability and experience 
is required of the executive head of 
the Division. He must be thoroughly 
familiar with the program and _ phi- 
losophy of the teaching work of the 
local church, the field of college and 
university work and the task of edu- 
cating people to their responsibilities 
as world Christians and to the mis- 
sionary obligation of the Church, _ 

In addition to the above qualifica- 
tions he must be able to present the 
cause of Christian education to the 
public and must be skilled as an ad- 
ministrator of a large staff and com- 
plex program. 

Dr. Knoff was the enthusiastic and 
unanimous choice of the committee 
appointed to present a nomination 
for the office and his election by the 
Executive Board was equally enthusi- 
astic and unanimous. 

Dr. Knoff graduated from Florida 
Southern College. In 1933 he re- 
ceived his B.D. and in 1936 his Ph.D. 
in Religious Education from Yale 
University. During one of these years 
of study he served as Executive Sec- 
retary of the New Haven Council of 
Churches. 

After ordination into the Methodist 
ministry he served as pastor in two 
local parishes. He then decided to 
specialize in religious education and 
became in 1938 Director of the Bu- 
reau of Religious Activities at Iowa 
State Teachers College at Cedar Falls, 
Towa. 

In this position he directed the col- 
lege program of religious work and 


the Student Christian Movement on 
the campus, teaching courses in phi- 
losophy and religion and _ preaching 
three Sundays out of four at the Sun- 
day morning college chapel services. 

In 1944 he was elected Director of 
Educational Program of the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Education 
and in 1950, when that agency merged 
with’ others to form the National 
Council of Churches, he became Gen- 
eral Director of the Commission on 
General Christian Education of the 
Division of Christian Education of 
the Council. 

In these positions Dr. Knoff ac- 
quitted himself with such distinction 


Fabian Bachrach 


Dr. Gerald E. Knoff 


that his election to the position of 
Executive Secretary of the Division 
carried with it the whole-hearted ap- 
proval of all who were associated 
with him. His experience and out- 
standing success in these several fields, 
together with his competence in work- 
ing with people and his understanding 
of the concerns of the churches in 
Christian education give him remark- 
able preparation for his new responsi- 
bilities. 

Dr. Knoff has a wife and three 
children. His main office will be lo- 
cated in New York. His time will be 
equally divided between New York 
and Chicago, pending the choice of a 
permanent headquarters for the Na- 
tional Council. 
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resentations 


by Amy G. Loomis 


THE FOLLOWING LIST of Christmas 
plays and pageants is a very personal one. 
It reflects my own point of view and not 
necessarily those of other workers in re- 
ligious drama. In addition to these I also 
recommend “To Us a Son,” printed in 
this issue of the Journal, which I plan to 
use during the Religious Drama Work- 
shop at Green Lake this summer. 

These plays should be ordered from the 
sources indicated. My office does not sell 
plays. The National Council of Churches 
has only those which were printed in the 
International Journal’ and for which copies 
are still available. 


The York Nativity Mysteries 


In Old Time Church Dramas. Adapted 
by Phillips E. Osgood. Harper & Brothers, 
1928. Now out of print, the volume is 
available in most good public libraries. 
This production makes an interesting proj- 
ect for youth from junior high school 
through older young people’s group. It 
requires expert direction, both as a project 
and as a play. 


At the Well of Bethlehem 

By Mona Swann. Walter Baker Co., 
Boston, Mass. ‘Traditional biblical lan- 
guage makes this trilogy on the genealogy 
of Jesus particularly distinguished. It can 
be presented in its entirety or as three 
short biblical dramas. It requires imagina- 
tive direction. For junior high, high 
school, or older youth. 


The Nativity 


By Douglas Hyde, in Poets and Dream- 
ers by Lady Augusta Gregory. Dublin 
1903. Try Walter Baker Co. The story 
is told of two Irish peasant women search- 
ing for the Christ child, and the language 
is particularly appealing. Poetic use of 
traditional material. Young adult, and 
adult. 


Bethlehem 


By Laurence Houseman: (Music by 
Joseph Moorat) Try Baker’s International 
Plays, Boston, Mass. Originally directed 
by Gordon Craig, this is a very ambitious 
presentation. It is heroic verse drama, 
and is appropriate for very advanced 
groups. Entirely adult in concept. 


Eager Heart 
By Alice Buckton, Chappell and Co., 


Miss Loomis is Director of Religious Drama 
for the Board of Education and Publication of 
the American Baptist Convention. She serves on 
the staff of the Baptist National Conference on 
Religious Music, Art, and Drama held at Green 
Lake, Wisconsin each summer. She is also Di- 
rector of the Religious Drama Workshop held 
jointly each year at Green Lake by the Division 
of hristian Education, National Council of 
Churches and the American Baptist Convention. 
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N. Y. or try Baker’s International Plays, 
Boston, Mass. This sentimental little 
Christmas poem has real appeal for youth 
and young adults. It combines the best 
elements of drama and pageantry, and its 
interesting characterizations are attractive 
to young people. Try to secure an un- 
abridged version. The poetry of the Three 
Kings is very good, and should not be 
cut. I used this one in 1951, in a city 
church. High school, junior high, and 
older youth. 


The Holy Night 


By Martinez Sierra, Baker’s Interna- 
tional Plays, Boston, Mass. This Spanish 
Catholic masterpiece has much to say to 
all Christians at the season of the Nativity. 
The prologue is set in a Spanish Cathed- 
ral, and not all Protestant churches are 
equipped to present this scene effectively. 
But the central drama takes place in a 
slum district on the outskirts of a great 
city, and unfortunately that is all too 
easy to reproduce. This play is good for 
inter-faith or interdenominational com- 
munity celebrations. I used it in a small 
American town as a Christmas gift from 
the local amateur drama group to the 
community. Adults. 


A Child Is Born 


By Stephen Vincent Benet. Walter 
Baker Co., Boston, Mass. This is my 
favorite Christmas drama. Literary in 
quality, richly Christian in content, simple 
to adapt to chancel or small stage, it meets 
the needs of most churches for a truly 
great play at the Christmas season. Adults 
enjoy working hard on the superb lines. 
Young people may assist in some of the 
shorter roles. Choruses and groups of 
angels and shepherds give an opportunity 
for interrelated efforts. 


Where Love Is God Is 


Original story by Tolstoy. Dramatized 
by B. Iden Payne. Walter Baker Co., 
Boston, Mass. A dramatization of one of 
the great Russian Christian’s best-loved 
stories. The drama is appropriate at 
Christmas or any other season of the 
Christian church year. It has particular 
poignancy for us in 1952. The setting is 
colorful, but a little difficult for inex- 
perienced groups. Youth, young adults. 


And Myrrh 


By Dorothy Clarke Wilson. Walter 
Baker Co., Boston, Mass. A good “race 
relations” approach to the ancient story, 
based upon the tradition that one of the 
Kings was from Africa. The production is 
effective in proportion to the imagination 


used in staging. It could be done appro- 
priately in the chancel, but gains, I think, 
in realistic presentation. Older youth, 
adults. (Appeared originally in the In- 
ternational Journal for November 1935.) 


"Thy Kingdom Come" 


From The Lord’s Prayer by William 
Norman Guthrie, Dramatists’ Play Serv- 
ice, Inc., N. Y. A very short play for the 
season of Advent. Women’s groups, adults. 


The Other Wiseman 


By Harold Sliker. Adaptation of story 
by Van Dyke. Row-Peterson Co., Evans- 
ton, Illinois. ~A dignified and playable 
adaptation of the beloved story. Much of 
the effect of the play will depend upon 
a well-trained speaking choir. This can 
be beautiful when carefully produced. 
Scheduled for Green Lake, Religious Mu- 
sic, Art, and Drama Conference, August 
1952. 


The following suggestions are also good 
and some are easier to produce than the 
more ambitious ones described above. 


From the Walter Baker Co., 569 Boylston 
St., Boston, Massachusetts. 


W. Russell Bowie: The Christmas 
Pageant of the Holy Grail. Refreshing 
approach. Medieval costumes. 

Isabel Kimball Whiting: Dramatic 


Preludes and Services of Worship. This 
collection of nine services has a good 
nativity service planned for juniors. 

Dorothy Clark Wilson: The Empty 
Room. A biblical setting of story of a 
miser at Bethlehem. The Other Shepherd. 
A traditional miracle play. No Room at 
the Hotel. A modern miracle play. The 
Sorrowful Star. A pageant. (The two 
latter plays appeared originally in the 
International Journal, in October 1939 
and October 1941.) 

Esther Willard Bates: The Guiding 
Star. A pageant. 

Paul Nagy: There’s a Song in the Air. 
Planned for younger children. 

E. A. McFadden: Why the Chimes 
Rang. A standard work. 


From Longman’s Plays, 55 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 3..Na Ma 
Kenneth Sawyer Goodman: Dust of 
the Road. Standard work. Miracle play. 
The Nativity as played at Summit, N. J. 
Good adaptation of medieval material. 
Dorothy I. Nichols: Sounding Brass. 
Medieval. 
Elene Wilbur: The Table Set for Him- 
self. Irish legend. 


Teaching the Bible 
Effectively 


Special Issue 
of the Journal 


Next Month 


For details about content see P. 48 


For prices of extra copies see Pp. 2, 12 
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end Tee bipe Sub 


by Graham R. Hodges 


HE NEAREST BOOKSTORE to 
our town is forty-eight miles away 
over mountain roads. And Ticonder- 
oga has a population of 5,000. If 
your community is typical of thou- 
sands of others across America, the 
chances are that you cannot buy any 
good religious books locally. While 
you can buy forty different types of 
comic books at your local drugstore, 
perhaps you can’t buy a single de- 
cently bound Bible in the whole town. 
Last fall (1951) in our town the 
four Protestant ministers held a pre- 
Christmas sale of religious books and 
pictures. Many customers came fif- 
teen miles or more to get items they 
could never have gotten locally or 
which they would have ordered 
blindly from a catalog. For some, 
this was the first time in their lives 
when they had a chance to examine 
first-hand a selection of good re- 
ligious books. 

Our sales were modest but large 
enough to prove the event should be 
kept up year after year. We tried to 
stress the giving of religious gifts for 
Christmas. Many who did not buy 
were impressed with this idea; per- 
haps they were “softened up” for this 
year. 

We had our sale the first full week 
after Thanksgiving Day. A week was 
too long and the last of November 
was too late. This fall we will con- 
centrate on two days—Friday and 
Saturday. We also learned that by 
December 1 many persons have all 
their Christmas shopping planned. 
This fall our sale will be in early or 
middle November. This will give us 
time to take orders for books, even 
out-of-stock items which supply 
houses must reorder. Some of our 
customers did not get the books they 
ordered until after Christmas, which 
was embarrassing to us. Holding the 
sale earlier would have prevented this. 

Our location was not very good, 


Mr. Hodges is minister of the First Con- 
gregational Church in Ticonderoga, New 
York. 
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either. Our sale was held in a church 
basement. Customers had to walk 
down an alley for fifty yards, and this 
kept many out. This year we will 
try for a better location, in the shop- 
ping district, where people are in a 
spending mind. Folks are more likely 
to buy in or near the marts of trade 
than they are in a secluded church. 

We found children’s books most in 
demand, with second place given to 
gift-bound Bibles and ‘Testaments. 
This year the two editions of the Re- 
vised Standard Version Bible should 
be “naturals” for sale as gifts. The 
book counter is a good place to-.ac- 
quaint parents with what is good for 
children and what goes best with va- 
rious ages. 

In selecting children’s books, one 
has to be very careful. There are 
many books for sale which look very 
attractive and sound like good re- 
ligious books, but which have a point 
of view quite different from that of 
most of our churches. It is therefore 
wise to use authoritative lists as guides 
to selection.t For the book counter 
somebody who knows children’s needs 
makes a good salesman. 

An inter-church sale is best. Good 
publicity is easier to secure if this is 
done. Also it is a visible, easily ap- 
preciated evidence of inter-church co- 
operation. People who look blank 


“For lists of good books for children, see 
the following publications of the National 
Council of Churches, 79 E. Adams, Chicago 
3, Illinois: 

BOOKS, for Children and for Leaders, 
1952. 25c¢. (Lists books on animals, fun and 
fantasy, "how to do,'' famous people, as well 
as books for grownups.) 

WHAT DEVOTIONAL BOOKS SHOULD 
CHILDREN HAVE? by Mildred Widber, 3c 
each. JOURNAL reprint. 

WHAT BIBLE STORY BOOKS SHOULD 
CHILDREN HAVE? by Rosemary Roorbach, 
3¢ each. JOURNAL reprint. 


The denominational bookstores can prob- 
ably send you a list of the best current 
books for adults. 

The INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL expects 
to carry in November a list of general re- 
ligious books for a church library, and these 
will be equally suitable for a book sale. 


when “council of churches” is spoken 
readily understand such a coopera- 
tive service as a religious book sale. 

We wrote to church publishing 
houses and secured modest stocks, on 
consignment, of goods we thought we 
had the best chance of selling. Pub- 
lishing houses are not too happy about 
sending out consignments of books, 
because they have had some very un- 
pleasant experiences in the past in 
such matters. Amateurs do not always 
know how to pack books well and 
often the unsold ones, when returned, 
are so damaged they can be sold only 
at a loss. 

If the bookstores you write to will 
not send you a consignment, then the 
next best plan is to purchase a few 
books and collect all the samples pos- 
sible from clergymen’s and church li- 
braries. Just a little inquiry in any 
area will produce a good many copies 
of the best books. Then from these 
samples you can take orders, for cash. 
In such cases the publishers should 
give the store a commission on sales. 

We sold a few pictures, too, but 
the problems in connection with their 
sale are even more difficult than with 
books. The denominational book- 
stores have only a limited variety of 
colored prints for sale, especially in 
sizes large enough for home use. And 
they almost universally refuse to send 
out a supply on consignment because 
of the real danger of damage to the 
prints. However, they do list in their 
catalogues the prints which they have 
for sale, with sizes and prices. The 
two denominations which seem to 
have the most variety in pictures for 
religious education use are the Pil- 
grim Press (Congregational Chris- 
tian) and the Christian Education 
Press (Evangelical and Reformed). 
Some of the great art museums, par- 
ticularly the National Gallery of Art 
in Washington and the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York, also 
have beautiful prints at reasonable 
prices, and can send catalogues or 
lists of prints. 

A small stock of pictures can be 
purchased from the catalogues, orders 
taken for others, and any unsold pic- 
tures held over for another year. If 
each church involved in the sale 
could chip in $10., then a good stock 
of prints could be purchased for di- 
rect sale. A year-to-year treasurer 
would be needed in this case. 

Another problem in connection 
with buying prints is getting them 
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framed. This usually has to be done 
locally because of the expense in- 
volved in shipping framed pictures, 
especially those with glass. Since a 
great deal of the effectiveness of wall 
pictures depends on artistic mounting 
and framing, there should be recom- 
mendations to purchasers for getting 
this done. 


Reh Us a ee 


A book and art sale should not be 
thought of as a money-making project 
for the churches, because the expenses 
will eat up most of the profit. Rather 
it is a service project. Through such 
a store you will touch people who 
have little reading matter in their 
homes except popular magazines and 
Buck Rogers’ comic books. You can 


A Drama for Christmas 


by J. Paul Faust* 


TO US A SON was written for the 
Baptist Youth Fellowship of the Market 
Street Baptist Church, Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania and was presented as a 
part of the Christmas Sunday evening 
church worship service in 1951. The 
accompanying drawings show the 
stage setting used. Production notes 
will be found at the end. 

This play is offered for use without 
payment of royalty by users of the 
"International Journal,"' but should not 
be copied without permission. Extra 
copies of the magazine for use by 
members of the cast may be obtained 


from the JOURNAL offices at the 


prices indicated on page |. 


Characters 

Jacos, the Innkeeper 
Mara, the Innkeeper’s wife 
JosHuva, their son 

Jupiru, the eldest daughter 
RacuHEL, the youngest daughter 
ELIZABETH, a daughter 
SUSANNAH, a daughter 
Lots, a daughter 

Mary 

JosEPH 

SHEPHERDS I and II 
OTHER SHEPHERDS 


Scene: 

The kitchen of the inn. A fire is burn- 
ing, left front; beside it a low stool. A 
long table is right front with a bench be- 
hind it and a stool or chair in front. Cen- 
ter back, a wide arch curtained to hide 
the stable, an exit in the center. Left 
back a large open cupboard with jars, 
etc. Right back, steps lead up to exit. 
Left side a door. A high stool is in front 
of the arch, left center. 


*Minister of the Market Street Baptist Church, 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 
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Scene | 


(Mara, standing, is busy at the table mix- 
ing dough; her movements are quick and 
she appears to be very hurried, somewhat 
distraught. Lots is at the fire. SUSANNAH 
is seated on the bench at the table, pol- 
ishing brass bowls, Ex1zABETH is at the 
cupboard cleaning the jars; she is hum- 
ming to herself as she works.) 

Mara: Come Elizabeth, don’t loiter so 
with the water jars. Surely you must 
have them clean and ready by now. 
There isn’t time enough for singing. 
How can you sing when I have so 
much to do? 

ExizA: This is the last of the jars. Shall 
I leave them here? 

Mara: Yes, yes. Leave them there when 
you are finished. But hurry, please! 
There are so many things yet to be 
done. And your father gone all the long 
day. And Judith and Rachel still in 
the village. Will they never come? 

Lois: (Rising from the fire and speaking 
slyly) Maybe Judith saw her Aaron at 
the well. 


put a Bible story book, a biography 
of some great Christian, or a stimu- 
lating discussion of Christian social 
issues on their living room tables. 
And you can put a fine picture full 
of religious appeal on walls now dis- 


playing dime store prints of the 


Rocky Mountains. 


Mara: Not if she knows what is good for 
her. It will be hard indeed if her father 
sees her there. Flirting before all the 
townfolk! And the village filled with 
strangers! (Exasperated) What will be- 
come of us in this awful day? 


Exviza: Have you forgotten Joshua? He 
has not come home yet. 

Mara: (Irritated) Forgotten my son? 
What kind of talk is that, when my 
son is forever on my mind? Forgotten 
Joshua, my only son? Forgotten Joshua, 
indeed! Lois, go to the synagogue and 
see if you can find him. His school 
must be over and he is not home yet. 
Now go at once! With the village full 
of strangers and soldiers, he must be 
very frightened. Hurry, Lois, something 
may have happened to him. (Exit Lois 
as JupitrH and RacuEt enter left; they 
are carrying water jars.) 

Jupiru: What was wrong with Lois? She 
almost pushed me down as we came in. 
What’s all the rush? 

Mara: It would be much better for you 
if you could hurry a bit. Must I be left 
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to do the work alone? A lot of help 
you give when the inn is full of guests 
and there are meals to be prepared. Has 
it taken you all this time to go to the 
village for water? 

RacHeEL: In the market-place we met... 

JupirH: (Quickly) We met travelers. We 
were delayed on our way by the crowd. 
The market place is filled. It’s almost 
like a holiday. There are more in Beth- 
lehem now than there are at the feast 
of the Passover. And the market is 
filled with venders. What things they 
have for sale! There are ribbons from 
Rome and earrings— 

RacHeL: And a caravan came down from 
the North Country. 

JupirH: You never saw so many people! 
Aaron said, if these are all the sons of 
David, he certainly has a full house- 
hold. 


Mara: Just as I thought! You have been 
with Aaron and have been making a 
public spectacle of yourself. Have you 
seen Joshua? 

RACHEL: We did not come by the school, 
we took the north road home. 

Mara: So! You flaunt yourself before the 
travelers entering the city. It isn’t 
enough that all the market-place will 
talk; you have to parade on the highway 
so that everyone will see you. Judith, 
Judith! What will become of you? 
While you dally along the road, I work 
and slave here at home. Just hope 
that your father did not see you there! 
And with Rachel too. Such an ex- 
ample for your sister. 


JupirH: We only wanted to see— 

Susannau has finished polishing. the 
brass bowls and has put them in the 
cupboard. She stands listening to the con- 
versation until her mother notices that 
she is idle. 


Mara: That’s enough! Go to the loft and 
bring me down the spice jar; for the 
wine must be spiced and the lamb .. . 
(remembering) Where can your father 
be? (JupiruH exits right) Rachel, you 
are underfoot in the kitchen. Why don’t 
you go to the yard and look for Lois 
and Joshua? But do not leave the gate. 
Who can tell what evil men are in 
the village in these evil times? (RACHEL 
exits left) If only Joshua were home, 
and Jacob—gone all day to buy the 


R+Btw y 


lamb. Susannah, help me mold these 
cakes. 

Susan: (Excited) Will the village always 
be full of strangers? Have they come 
to stay in Bethlehem? 

Mara: I do not know how long they will 
stay. But the sooner the census is over, 
the better for all of us. 

Susan: May I go to the market-place 
tomorrow to see the venders? 

Mara: It isn’t a fit place for children, 
and anyway I need you here. If only 
the census were over! 

Susan: But I don’t understand. Can the 
census do us harm? 

Mara: Already we have seen what will 
happen. Judith flirting in the market- 
place and your father talking politics 
with anyone who will listen, and Joshua 
disturbed and upset when he needs 
peace and quiet for his studies. Eliza- 
beth, go see about the bread. It should 
be ready soon. Mind that you do not 
let it burn. Will Jacob never come back 
with the lamb? How can I prepare 
it if it is not here? And the guests 
will soon be asking for their food. 
Jacos enters left; his movements are 

slow and his voice is heavy. 


Jacos: What’s all this talk, woman? The 
lamb is being skinned in the yard and 
will be ready when you are ready. 


Mara: I suppose it took you the entire 
day to bargain for a lamb while all the 
other things to be done fall on my 
shoulders. 


Jacos: The day isn’t over yet. And be- 
sides, a man must keep informed of 
the news. (Sits on the high stool.) A 
garrison of soldiers is stationed here for 
the census! Imagine that! Here in Beth- 
lehem! Ha! How the Town Council 
will gnaw on that for a while! And 
the census hasn’t even begun. But busi- 
ness is good, Ezra tells me that all 
the inns are full. He asked if I had 
any more room. “More room?” I says, 
‘when my own children must sleep in 
the kitchen with ‘the wife!” And who 
knows where I'll be sleeping! He says 
the houses are packed to the roofs and 
some are camping in the meadows; and 
still they keep coming. Sons of David 
in the City of David. Ha! We will 
prosper in this day of the census. 

Mara: Prosper! With the price of food 
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already doubled. And so little money 
to buy that! 

Jacos: (Suddenly) Where is Joshua? 

Mara: It’s time you asked. He hasn’t re- 
turned from school. I’ve sent Lois out 
to find him. Maybe he’ll grow panicky 
and afraid in the crowds. 

Jacos: Afraid? A lad of his age should 
enjoy this commotion. When I was a 
boy— 

Mara: Yes, when you were a boy—but 
Joshua is not like you. 

Jacos: He’s not like me but he is my 
son. I must say, though, that if I had 
my way he’d not be pampered and 
spoiled with reading and studying and 
much fine talk of the Rabbi. 

Mara: Fine talk it is. And let us hope 
and pray that he will grow into the 
beauty of righteousness. Then, if Joshua 
should himself be a rabbi some day, it 
will be worth the care I have given him. 

Jacos: Ha! A rabbi to sit and piously 
fold his hands while all the rest of us 
must do our honest day’s work. 

Mara: Jacob! Do not speak so mocking- 
ly of God’s teacher. Is it not said: 
“How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him who brings good 
tidings, who publishes peace, who brings 
good tidings of good.” 

Jacos: (Breaking in) Peace, you say! You 
haven’t been to the village, that is cer- 
tain. With everybody threatening and 
murmuring against the Romans. Peace, 
you say! With plots to break the yoke 
of Rome as thick as flies. Where can 
peace be found with the country con- 
quered, broken under the heel of Rome? 

Mara: I only quoted the scriptures. At 
least we can believe them. Or, have you 
no longer any faith? 

Jacos: (Angrily) Now you talk about 
faith! If peace will ever come there’ll 
be plenty of time to sit and talk about 
faith. 

Mara: Yet we cannot have peace with- 
out hope. 

Jacos: Ha! And what good is hope when 
Romans suck the blood from our veins? 

Mara: But don’t you see—it’s in a time 
like this that the Messiah will come! 

Jacos: The Messiah! 

Mara: Jacob, be careful of your words. 
It is our last and dearest hope. With- 
out it we are forever lost. 

Jacos: (Scornfully) That’s rabbi talk. 

Mara: Yes, and the prayer of every He- 
brew mother. That she shall bear a son 
and that her son shal! be at last the 
Holy and Anointed One, the Prince of 
Peace. 

JACOB: 
talk. 

Mara: You have forgotten that you also 
wanted a son. 

Jacos: I have not forgotten. 

Mara: (Remembering) How proud we 
were to have him dedicated in the 
temple! Joshua would be his name, you 


(More subdued) It’s only rabbi 


said. It is a good name for. . . (hesi- 
tating) the . Messiah. Have you 
forgotten? 

Jacos: (Crossing to the fire) Mara, it 


is you who forget. A garrison of Roman 
soldiers right this minute have taken 
over the village. We are not only con- 
quered, we are captives. And all the 
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time you talk about the Messiah. 

Mara: Hush, Jacob, here is Joshua now. 
(JosHua carrying a scroll enters left 

with Lois behind him; JAcosB returns to 

the high stool as Mara greets her son.) 

Mara: (Embracing him) Joshua, my son, 
we have been worrying about you. 
Where have you been? Did Lois find 
you? Come sit by the fire and get 
warm. Come and rest, for you must 
be weary after this long day in the 
school. (JosHua sits on the low stool, 
Lois goes to the bench.) There, and 
you will have some fresh bread to eat 
and you will read to us what you have 
learned. 

(Exit Mara center back) 

Josuua: (to Jacob) Did you see the Cen- 
turian in the market-place? Reuben saw 
him and he said he was very tall and 
wearing his full armor. 

Jacos: No, I did not see him; but he’ll 
be needing his armor tonight. 

Josuva: Do you think that they will kill 
him? 

Jacos: Ha! No, they won’t kill him, but 
if he’s wise he'll sleep this night with 
his shield close by and his sword in 
his hand. 

Josuua: Will the Romans try to kill us? 

Jacos: Any Roman would kill a Jew if 
he had the chance. 

Josuua: But would the law allow it? 

Jacos: The law will have nothing to do 
with it—if there’s an uprising. 

(Mara and ELizaBETH with trays of 
bread enter center back; ELIZABETH goes 


to the cupboard and puts the loaves 

away.) 

Mara: Here is the fresh bread, son. 
(Gives him some) Tell me of your 
school. (Sits right front) What did 


Rabbi Samuel speak about today? 


Josuua: (Eating) We read from the 
phophets. 

Mara: And which of the prophets did 
you read? Jeremiah, Isaiah? 

Josuua: Isaiah. 

Mara: Read it to me then. For the 


prophet Isaiah is a man of hope and 

vision. Read it slowly, my son, for I 

will want to hear every word. 
Josuua: (Opening his scroll and reading 

clearly) “The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; those 
who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
on them has light shined.” Rabbi Sam- 
uel said the Hebrews are the people 
that walk in darkness. 

(Enter Jupitu right; she carries a small 
jar, places it on table and stands listening.) 
Jacos: And where does Rabbi Samuel 

find for us light in this darkness? 
JosHua: He said that the prophecy will 

come to pass; it is a true prophecy. 
Jacos: (Skeptically) And what is the date 
of this fulfillment? 


Josuua: We do not know, but it will 


come. 


Mara: Let the boy read, Jacob. Read on, 
my son. 

Josuua: “Thou hast multiplied the na- 
tion, thou hast increased its joy; they 
rejoice before thee as with joy at the 
harvest, as men rejoice when they di- 
vide the spoil.” 

Jacos: Joy it is—but for the foreigners. 
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What joy can be left for us with our 
nation in bondage and without any 
leaders? 

Mara: But the day will come and it will 
be a day of great joy. Yes, ‘“‘as with 
joy at the harvest, as men rejoice when 
they divide the spoil.” 

Josuua: The Rabbi said that many are 
waiting for the harvest. The Messiah 
shall come and he will lead us all and 
we will share in his kingdom. 

Jacos: Leave it to the Rabbi to talk 
about the Messiah. Is there nothing 
else in the scriptures? 

Mara: Jacob, let him continue. 

Josuua: There is more... 

Jacos: About the Messiah? Does he tell 
you how this great new leader will 
come? 

Mara: Read from Isaiah, son. 

Josuua: “For the yoke of his burden, and 
the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his 
oppressor, thou hast broken as on the 
day of Midian. For every boot of the 
tramping warrior in battle tumult and 
every garment rolled in blood will be 
burned as fuel for the fire.” 

Jacos: And that’s the truth. A fine to-do 
it will be! Only this past week a re- 
volt was crushed in Kerioth with plenty 
of tumult, blood and fire. 

Mara: (Puzzled) The Kerioth revolt did 
not bring the Messiah. 

JosHua: The Rabbi says it was a sign. 

Jacos: Then he tells you the leader will 
soon be here! 

Josuua: We do not know for certain. 

Jacos: And we will never know. 

JosHua: Yes, we will know. His name is 
given but we have not heard his voice. 

Jacos: So now the rabbi speaks in riddles. 

Mara: Read on, Joshua. 

Josuua: “Fortousa child is born, to usa 
son is given; and the government will 
be upon his shoulder, and his name will 
be called ‘Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.’ Of the increase of his govern- 
ment and of peace there will be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and over his 
kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold 
it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forever more.” 
(There is silence for a moment, each in 

his own thoughts) 

The Messiah will be born; and his name 
is given but we have not heard his 
voice. 

Jacos: (Doubtfully) If we could believe! 

Mara: (Crossing to Joshua) I can believe. 
For to us a child is born. (She places 


her hand on his head.) To us...a 
son... and his name . . . Wonderful 
... Mighty . .. Everlasting . . . of the 


increase there will be no end. 
Jacos: (Scornfully) Then you have heard 
his voice? And you know his name? 


Mara: (Entranced, speaking directly to 
the audience) To... us ... a son...is 
given! 


Stow CurtTAIN 


Scene 2 


(It is evening of the same day. The 
kitchen is in darkness except for the fire 
and a blue light falling on the back end 
of the table. A low lamp is burning on 
the center of the table. The six children 


sleep close together on the floor, front. 
JosHua is nearest: the fire. JAcoB on the 
bench dozing. Mara enters left and re- 
moves her veil as she speaks.) 


Mara: Are you asleep, Jacob? (He stirs 
and wakens slowly.) It’s such a won- 
derful night. The sky is like a field of 
flowers; I do not think that I have 
ever seen the stars so bright. 


Jacos: I’m tired, Mara; it’s time we were 
asleep. 

Mara: But it’s a wonderful night. It 
seems as though the heavens were sing- 
ing and all the earth is hushed. 

Jacos: Where have you been? 

Mara: To the gate, only to the gate. 

Jacos: This is no night to be out, better 
to stay in doors and sleep—if the Ro- 
mans will let us. 

Mara: But the village is very quiet, Jacob. 
I felt as though the near was far away 
and the distant, near. There is a silent 
calm in Bethlehem that was not there 
before the stars came out. 

Jacos: It’s the Romans—waiting, spying, 
hiding, and our people are afraid. 


Mara: I do not feel afraid. All the long 
day in weariness my tongue was harsh. 
I felt as though the day would never 
end and now. .. . What is this strange 
thing that comes to me? I was weary 
and now I am calm; anxious with haste 
and now I am still. (Standing above 
the children) See how the children 
sleep! Each in her dreams. (JAcoB rises 
and stands center back, as MARA goes to 
JosHua) And Joshua! Surely he has 
dreams of holiness and peace for the 
sleep of our son has entered my body. 
(She kneels beside him.) See him, 
Jacob, he is smiling as an angel smiles. 
(Reflectively) From all our hasty days 
we pick a fragment to remember, hiding 
it within. And today I have many frag- 
ments to remember. (She rises and goes 
to Jacob.) Forgive me, Jacob, I have 
been sharp and even bitter. I know 
you too must hold these fragments, 
though you would not speak of them. 

Jacos: It’s time to sleep and not to talk. 

Mara: Yes, but tell me, husband, do you 
think our son the .. .? 

Jacos: Our son, the Messiah? 

Mara: Yes, our son. Did he not say the 
child is named but we must hear his 
voice? 

Jacos: It is only a rabbi’s riddle; do not 
put your hope in that. 

Mara: Perhaps; but tonight, under the 
stars, I thought. ... (She hesitates.) 
Jacos: Speak, woman, for the time is 

late. 

Mara: Do not laugh at me, Jacob, but it 
came to me that if it were not Joshua, 
somehow I soon will know his name and 
hear his voice. The stars are singing and 
I soon shall hear. 

Jacos: You think that you before every- 
one else will know? (He shrugs his 
shoulders and turns to center back exit.) 
And now it is time for sleep. 

Mara: To everything its time. Where are 
you going? 

Jacos: To the stable, at least it’s quiet 
there. (Exits Center Back) (Mara 
moves to the table, then stands in the 
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Theme for October: Our Bible 
Helps Me 


For the Leader: 


In most cases this month the scrip- 
ture references have not been printed, 
because it would be most desirable for 
you to look up and use the words in your 
new Revised Standard Version of the 
Holy Bible. Ask one of your teachers to 
help her children create a melody for the 
offering sentence. The children will bet- 
ter understand how to do this after the 
story, ‘““The Bible Helps Me Sing and 
Pray.” 

You may want at least one of your 
offerings this month to be used for shar- 
ing Bibles with migrant workers in your 
area, with the blind, with soldiers, or 
with other countries. Plan early with the 
teachers and children concerning this. 


Most of the suggested music has been 
taken from Hymns for Primary Worship 
published by the Westminster Press or the 
Judson Press and this book is meant if 
no source is given. A few are in The 
Whole World Singing, compiled by Edith 
Lovell Thomas and published by Friend- 
ship Press. 


Bring a reminder of the beauty of the 
outdoor, October world to your worship 
center. Hangings, screen, or altar cloth 
could repeat a rich October color as a 
background for a vase of leaves or fall 
flowers. Or the leaves and flowers may 
be part of a spatter-painted design on the 
background. The children should always 
share in the planning and preparation of 
a worship center. 


1. Theme: Our Bible 


Worsuip CENTER: Picture of a family 
enjoying their Bible together. 

Pretupe: ‘The Bible Is a Treasure 
Book,” 119 (Hymns for Primary Wor- 
ship) (Leader reads first two verses of 
119 as a poem.) Let us think together 
quietly about some words from our 
Bible. Then anyone who wants to may 
pray. 

Catt to Worsuip: Psalm 40:5 and 
John 13:34, 35. After reading, place 
the Bible in the central place on the 
worship center. There may be quiet 
thinking about the Bible words while 
the prelude music is continued. 

SENTENCE PRAYERS 

LEADER: Dear God, We are glad to share 
our money for helping others. Amen. 
(A pupil) may lead us in our Bible 
words about sharing while (another 
pupil) brings the offering to the altar. 


*Teacher of Weekday Religious 
Wood County, Ohio. 
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Education, 


M@ Worship Resources 


Primary Department 


By Lucy Ellen Haywood* 


OFFERING SENTENCE: Exodus 35:5b 


Hymn: “Rejoice, Give Thanks and Sing!” 
178 
CONVERSATION: 


We have something new this morning 
that belongs to all of us. It is something 
we like to use because it helps us. It is 
our Bible. (Explain who bought this one 
for them.) Who were some of the other 
people who helped so that we might 
have this Bible? (Some of the children 
will probably mention the man who owned 
the store, the expressman, the men who 
cut down the trees from which the paper 
was made. Some of the third graders 
may know a little about the long ago 
scrolls, songs, and story tellers. Perhaps 
your group knows a thankful song about 
helpers that they could sing now.) I 
would like to tell you a story about some 


other people who helped give us our new 
Bible. 


Srory: “Our Brand New Bible” 

This is a story about some of the peo- 
ple who helped make it possible for us 
to have our new Bible this morning. For 
more than fifteen years these men have 
worked together to put the wonderful 
Bible stories and verses into words easier 
to read and understand, words people use 
here and now. Some people who had 
helped to dig up old Bible cities had 
found that the Bible people did not use 
candles. They used lamps instead. So 
they knew they must not use the word 
“candle” in the Bible stories. They must 
use the word “lamp.” They studied very 
old copies of the Bible in the language 
in which it was first fritten. 

Not long ago there was exciting news 
for these men working together on our 
new Bible. Over in the Bible lands some 
Arabs found some very old jars in a hot, 
dry cave. The Arabs were pleased. Would 
there be money hidden in the jars? There 
was something wrapped in a piece of 
cloth, a piece of linen cloth that seemed 
to be very old. No, it was not money, 
but writing on what looked like rolls of 
paper. But perhaps they could sell what 
they had found. They did. Finally a man 
from our country saw those parchment 
rolls and took pictures of the writing on 
them. “This is a part of the Bible,” he 
said. Other people studied the pictures, 
“The rolls are very, very old,” they said. 
“They are at least nineteen hundred years 
old. These are the oldest Bible words we 
have ever found.’”’ Now the men working 
together to put the Bible stories in today’s 


words for us had something old and 
precious, an old scroll that would help 
them. 


Finally this year all the words for the 
new Bible were ready. All summer long 
the printers have been busy printing the 
words in books for the many, many peo- 
ple who would want them. It took many 
miles of paper, many tons of ink, and 
many people working together. Many 
boys and girls and many fathers and 
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mothers in many churches have new Bi- 
bles. They are glad, just like you, that 
so many people have helped to give us 
a new version of the Bible, the book that 
helps us know God. 


PRAYER Hymn: ‘For the Bible We Thank 


You,’ 117 

PrAyER: Psalm 40:5; 75:1 

PostLtupE: “For the Bible We Thank 
You” 

2. Theme: Our Bible Helps Me 


Sing and Pray 


Worsuip CENTER: Open Bible, 
of children singing at church. 


PRELUDE: “O Praise Ye the Lord,” 105 
in The Whole World Singing, para- 
phrase of Psalm 150. 


Catt to Worsuip: What makes you 
want to sing? What makes you want 
to pray? A man once thought of some 
words from the Bible. They made him 
feel like making music. Listen to the 
words, then listen to the music. I think 
the artist who made our. picture may 
have been thinking of words like these. 
(Repeat the words of “O Praise Ye the 
Lord” and then let the children wor- 
ship with the music.) 

OFFERING SENTENCE: Exodus 35:5b 


PICTURES AND CONVERSATION: 

What makes you want to sing? What 
makes you want to pray? Here is a boy 
enjoying something beautiful in God’s 
world. Think a minute about one of the 
most beautiful things in God’s outdoor 
world that you have seen, heard, or felt. 
Then you may want to tell us about it. 
(Let the ‘children share their experiences. ) 
We feel like saying thank you to God 
when we see something beautiful that 
he has made. Our Bible helps us think 
of words to use: “O give thanks unto 
the Lord. Sing unto him.” (Use an at- 
tractively printed card to show the words 
as you say them.) 

What makes you want to sing? What 
makes you want to pray? Here is a 
family having a loving time together. 
Think to yourself of some especially happy 
time your family has had together. Then 
we will say the Bible words together. 
(Give the children a few quiet minutes. 
Then say together, “O give thanks unto 
the Lord. Sing unto him.” from Psalm 
LOD 2) 

Srory: 
Tue Biste Hetps Me Sinc AND PRAY 

It was Sunday morning. Larry was 
still asleep. A little breeze gently pushed 
past the crisp white curtains of his open 
bedroom window and touched his cheek. 
The same little breeze had just been 
blowing the swing in the old apple tree 
outside his window. Sunlight and shadows 
danced on his bed. A bird sang in the 
apple tree. 

Larry opened his eyes. He felt the 
breeze. He saw the sunlight and all his 
books and toys on the shelf. He smelled 
the good ripe apples. He heard the happy 
bird. He felt like singing, too. He began 
to hum a tune like the bird’s. Soon he 
had some words for his tune. “Glad I 
am to live!’ He sang the words. “Glad I 
am to live!” (Sing the words rather than 
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picture 


Bring Pride 


y lo operate 


Will your children have 
a remembrance of Promotion Day! Why 
not see that they carry with them a 
treasured keepsake of that memorable 
day, one of these colorful 


FOR MEMBERSHIP 


J-1. Cradle Roll Certificate 
J-2. Nursery Certificate 


FOR PROMOTION 


J-3. Cradle Roll to Kindergarten 
J-4. Nursery to Kindergarten 

J-5. Kindergarten to Primary 

J-6. Primary to Junior 

J-7. Junior to Intermediate 

J-8. Intermediate to Senior 

J-9. Intermediate to Young People 
J-10. General for any Department 


JUDSON PROMOTION CERTIFICATES 


Here is a choice series that offers some- 
thing different for all departments, cer- 
fificates each child will be proud fo 
earn and keep. 


» ATTRACTIVELY ENGRAVED 
> EXQUISITE FULL COLORS 
>» DISTINCTIVE LETTERING 


>» APPROPRIATE SCRIPTURE VERSE | 


> FINE, DURABLE LEDGER STOCK 


Each with White Envelope. .Dozen, 60¢° 


Order from Your Church Supply Store or 


FOR ATTENDANCE 
J-11. Vacation School 


THE JUDSON PRESS ¢ 1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


saying them. See page 129 in Hymns for 
Primary Worship.) 

Now for a _ good stretch before he 
climbed out of bed. He felt taller this 
morning. Some day he would be tall like 
his father. His voice sounded a little 
more like his father’s as he sang some 
new words, “Glad I am to grow!” 

As Larry dressed he looked at the pic- 
ture on the wall over his bed. It was a 
picture of the boy Jesus. (If possible, 
show Elsie Anna Wood’s “The Hilltop 
at Nazareth.”) Larry was sure the boy 
Jesus had been glad to be alive and grow- 
ing. Yes, there was a verse in the Bible 
about the way he grew. He would ask 
his father to help him find it this morn- 
ing. 

As he skipped toward the kitchen, he 
had a new line for his song. “Glad I 
am to live! Glad I am to grow! I would 
grow as Jesus grew,” he sang. “Father, 
please help me find the verse in the Bible 
about Jesus’ growing,” said Larry. 

Father found the words. (Read Luke 
2:52.) Larry said them over carefully so 
that he would remember them. Father 
thought of another way to say the words. 

“The Bible helps us sing and pray,” 
said Father as the family bowed their 
heads and sang Larry’s new song before 
they ate together. 

PRAYER Hymn AnD PostLupE: “Glad I 

Am to Grow!” 129 

You may wish to substitute for the 
preceding story “In the Beginning” from 
God’s World and Johnny by Dorothy 
Westlake Andrews and published by the 
Westminster Press. The hymn ‘In the 
Beginning,” 165 could then be used. Also 
a choice of a chapter from Tell Me About 
the Bible by Mary Alice Jones and pub- 
lished by Rand McNally would be suit- 
able for this week’s worship service. Some 
chapters can best be used instead for class 
discussion. 

To the Leader: Instead of detailed 
services for the last two Sundays, resource 
materials are given or listed below. From 
these the leader will be able to plan serv- 
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ices which will meet the special needs of 
her group. 


3. The Bible Helps Me Know Jesus 


In making choices from the following 
list of resource materials, remember that 
primary children’s worship should be brief 
and meaningful, allow for immediacy of 
expression, and foster feelings rather than 
just impart facts: such feelings as wonder, 
gratitude, togetherness with others and 
with God, need for forgiveness and growth. 
Valuable suggestions for carrying out this 
month’s theme may also be found in the 
May, 1951 and March, 1952 issues of this 
magazine. 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP: 

Find favorite verses about Jesus in the 
new Bible, read them with understanding, 
and make bookmarks to be placed at these 
verses in the department Bible. Learn new 
songs by meaningful and happy repetition 
after discussion of the children’s experi- 
ences or after picture study. Armilda B. 
Keiser has some fine suggestions about the 
use of pictures in teaching songs as well as 
a wealth of ideas on ways to help children 
through guided activities to find meaning 
in Bible verses. Her book, Here’s How and 
When, was published this year by Friend- 
ship Press. 

One class could study a picture of Jesus 
praying and their teacher could make a 
chart of their comments about when and 
where Jesus prayed. ‘The first words on 
the chart could be “The Bible tells us the 
secret of Jesus’ greatness.”’ The last words 
on the chart could be a Bible verse of 
what Jesus said about prayer, such as 
Luke 18: 1b. 

PicrurRE StuDy AND CHORAL READING: 

(In making a chart of the following 
choral reading, you could print the lines to 
be said by all in black, the lines for the 
boys in one color, the lines for the girls in 
another color and the solo lines in a 
third color. Perhaps you will want to 
change the lines about stories Jesus told to 
other words more meaningful to your 
group. Study together with the children 


your best picture of Jesus and the chil- 
dren. Ask them what they think the boys 
and girls are telling him. Ask them what 
they think the children are asking him.) 

It was because the artist had read a 
story in a book, the Bible, that he could 
paint this picture. Let us work together 
to tell the story. (A pupil) will read the 
Bible words for us. At the place where 
the three dots are on the chart (another 
pep) may ask the questions they thought 
of, 


CHorAL READING 
All: Some children came running and 
skipping on their way to see Jesus. 
They liked to be near him. 

Boys: At hisfeet, 

Girls: Ahold of his hand, 

Boys: On his lap. 

All: He liked to have them near. 

They had things to show him: 

Solos: A new tooth, 

An old toy, 
What they had learned at school, 
Some crisp bread and figs to share. 

All; They had things to ask him, too. 

SOLOS? ty las 

All: They liked his stories: 

Girls: About God’s clothing the wild red 

lilies, 

Boys: Or God’s care for the sparrows, 

Girls: Or the father, happy at his son’s 

homecoming. 

All: They were happy as they went run- 

ning and skipping on their way home. 

Solo: The Bible tells what happened 

one day. The story goes like this: 
(Read Matthew 19: 13,14.) 

A few children could read other favorite 
verses about what Jesus did and said, 
verses for which they have made book- 
marks. Just before the prayer, one class 
could share the picture they had studied 
and read the chart they had composed 
with the whole group reading the first and 
last lines and individuals reading the part 
in between. ; 

Or perhaps the picture of Jesus and the 
Children could be a slide of the painting 
of Elsie Anna Wood and be followed by 
two or three others by the same artist. 
Selections from the colored filmstrip, ““The 
Life of Christ,’ sold by The Christian 
Education Press, 1505 Race St., Philadel- 
phia, would also be good. 

Music: Prelude, “I Was Glad When They 
Said Unto Me,” 155, changed into the 
key of C and preceded and followed by 
“Church Bells,’ 195. Especially ap- 
propriate after the choral reading would 
be “The Children’s Friend,’ 83 or 
“Jesus Was a Loving ‘Teacher,’ 85. 
Some of the following may be used with 
the Bible verses or pictures you have 
chosen: “Jesus in Galilee,’ 77, “Tell 
Me the Stories of Jesus,” 82, ‘““The Lov- 
ing Jesus Is My Friend,” 122 and “Jesus 
Went Alone to Pray,” 88. 


Brst—E Verses: Luke 2:52, Matthew 
9:35; 5:43,44; 6:26,27; John 4:24; 
Luke 10:27; John 3:16. 

Portry: “Church Bells” and ‘Perhaps” 
from Child Life in Bible Times by Flor- 
ence M. Taylor and published by the 
Bethany Press. The first poem would 
be fitting as a call to worship after the 
prelude. “The Greatest” from Chil- 
ren’s Worship in the Church School by 
Jeanette Perkins Brown and published 
by Harper and Brothers. 

PRAYER: Sentence prayers closed by the 
teacher’s prayer or the singing of “For 
the Bible We Thank You,” 117. 
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Stories AND Booxs: “Do Unto Others’’ 
from Child Life in Bible Times. Tell Me 
About Jesus by Mary Alice Jones and 
published by Rand McNally. A story 
from one of the following sources with 
the refrain or a few verses from the 
climax of the story repeated directly 
from the Bible: “The Baby in the Tem- 
ple” or “The Man Who Said Thank 
You” from A Star Shone by Robbie 
Trent and published by the Westmin- 
ster Press; “Jesus Begins His Work,” 
‘Jesus Chooses His Friends,” “A Long 
Day’s Work,” or “Jesus’ Way of Being 
First” from Jesus, Stories for Children 
by James D. Smart and published by 
the Westminster Press; ‘““The Secret of 
Jesus’ Greatness” or “Who Are _ the 
Great?” from Learning from Jesus by 
Armilda B. Keiser and published by the 
Pilgrim Press. 


4. Sharing our Bible 


WorsHip CENTER: Open Bible, the 
Friendship Press colored map, ‘“The 
Bible in All the World” by Louise E. 
Jefferson, price 50c, or a spatter paint- 
ing of globe and Malachi 2: 10a. 


Music: Prelude, “O Praise Ye the Lord,” 
in The Whole World Singing. Hymns— 
“We Thank Thee for the Bible,” 117, 
“The Bible Is a Treasure Book,” 119. 
People have shared the Bible until our 
friends all over the great, wide world 
know and love it. The Bible words 
help them sing and pray, too. Our Ger- 
man friends know this tune, ‘Our Beau- 
tiful Earth,’ 14 in The Whole World 
Singing. See also the arrangement from 
the French carol, “I Want to Send a 
Friendly Song,” 146 in Hymns for Pri- 
mary Worship and “We Will Send the 
Message Far,” 147. “Round the 
World” from The Whole World Sing- 
ing or “Do Unto Others” from the sum- 
mer, 1952 issue of Thoughts of God for 
Boys and Girls published by-the~ Con- 
necticut Council of Churches could be 
used as a prayer hymn following the 
offering litany. 

BrstE VERSEs: 
24:1; 40:5. 

Stories AND Booxs: This worship session 
will be a fine opportunity for sharing 
thank-you letters about gifts the chil- 
dren have sent during vacation church 
school or at other times. Other re- 
source material for this session would 
be the Junior Bible Society Record, pub- 
lished by the American Bible Society, 
My Story Book about the Bible by Ma- 
bel Niedermeyer, published by Friend- 
ship Press, and the Bible story, “A Gift 
That Is Remembered” from Jesus, Sto- 
ries for Children. Or the following story 
may be used: 


Psalms 67:1-4; 105:1,2; 


SHARING 


Mary’s big brother was in the army. He 
was across the ocean in Korea. Every 
Sunday afternoon with Mother’s help 
Mary wrote a letter to her brother. She 
told him all the big things that had hap- 
pened to her that week. Mother and 
father always wrote letters, too. Then all 
three letters went into the same envelope. 
One Sunday Mary’s letter sounded like 
this: 


September, 1952 
| 


Dear big brother, 

School has been out two weeks. Now 
we have vacation church school. It has 
been fun. We have been learning about 
our Bible. One day we had a play. I 
was a mother who brought money for 
King Josiah to repair the temple. That 
day we decided to go without candy 
and movies for two weeks, so that we 
could send parts of the Bible to Korea. 
Some will be in English. Some will be 


in Korean. Maybe some of your friends 
will get one. I hope so. 
Good-by, 


Mary. 
The summer days passed. Soon it was 
time for school to start. That week Mary’s 
letter from her big brother sounded like 
this: 
Dear little sister, 

This summer you and many other 
people sent parts of the Bible to Korea. 
Some were in English. Some were in 
Korean. But that was not all. Some were 
in Chinese. What do you suppose has 
been happening to the Chinese copies? 


A Korean minister has gone to 
the camps where the Chinese 
prisoners are cared for. The prisoners 


listen carefully when he talks. After 
they hear him, many prisoners want to 
become friends of Jesus. He gives them 
the Chinese Bibles, but there are never 
enough for all who want them. I was 
there and saw it happen. A big thank 
you from your brother and from all 
these other brothers you have helped. 


OFFERING LITANY: 

Teacher: For our Bibles that so many peo- 
ple have worked to share with us. 

Pupils: We thank thee, Heavenly Father. 

For our Bibles that help us sing and pray. 

We thank thee, Heavenly Father. 

For our Bibles that help us know Jesus, 
thy Son, and live the way he taught. 

We thank thee, Heavenly Father. 

May the gifts we have brought for Bibles 
help other boys and girls as we have 
been helped: Amen. 


LEAD YOUR CHILD to 
grow in the Christian way of life with 
this new thirty-session course. Planned 
to guide third and fourth-grade chil- 
dren to a better knowledge and appre- 
ciation of the story of Jesus, giving 
them a better understanding of Jesus’ 
friends and helpers. 


THE STORY OF JESUS 
By Blanche Hoke 


(eacher’ssMantales 209 oo $2.00 
Pupil’s Books, 
Part I and Part II. Each.................25c 
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Hani or Department 


By Arlene S. Hall* 


Theme for October: 
Our Guide 


For the Leader: 


Many juniors have just received Bibles 
of their own on promotion from the pri- 
mary to the junior department. It is par- 
ticularly important that these boys and 
girls find a growing appreciation of the 
Bible and a joy in using it. 

All juniors will be interested in the ap- 
pearance of the complete Revised Stand- 
ard Version of the Bible. This renewed 
interest in the Bible is used as the basis 
for these worship services. 

Enlist your juniors in planning and 
making their own worship centers. A 
spatter-paint worship hanging could be 
made for use during this month. The 
hanging could be a picture of an open 
Bible and the words “Our Guide.” 

In addition to group participation, sev- 
eral juniors and adult leaders are to assist 
in the worship. Read through the plans 
for this month and think about the per- 
sons in your group who could assist. Make 
assignments early. Ask your minister now 
about the possibility of his being in the 
junior worship when you use the third 
service. He will probably be able to lend 
you the Hebrew Old Testament and the 
Greek New Testament needed in the first 
service. 

The offering is an act of worship, but 
you will not find references to the offering 
in these services. Because so many depart- 
ments receive their offerings in different 
ways at different times, it would be best 
for you to plan this part of the worship. 

Hymns and musical selections are found 
in Hymns for Junior Worship, unless oth- 
erwise noted. They are found in many 
other hymnals also. 


1. Theme: The Bible, a Gift for All 

People 

Worsuip CENTER: Worship hanging, a 
tall candle, and a table on which Bibles 
can be placed. 


The Bible, 


PreLuDE: Theme from Finlandia, Jean 
Sibelius 

Catt to Worsuip: “O Come, Let Us 
Worship” 


Scripture: Psalm 68:11, read by a junior 


Hymn: “For Man’s Unceasing Quest for 
God” 
Mepiration: “The Best Gift’ 


Leader: We have sung a story about the 
Bible. Sometimes the Bible is called our 
guide. The Old, then the New, Testa- 
ments have helped people know God’s way 
for more than two thousand years. Can 
you imagine all the people who have come 
to know and love the Bible through these 
many years? Several juniors are going to 
help us think about the Bible, a gift for 
all people. 

First Junior: (Holds Hebrew Old Testa- 
ment) This is an Old Testament in He- 
brew. The writing begins at the back of 
the book and moves to the front. Many 
Bible people read the Hebrew Old Testa- 


*Associate Children’s Editor, Publication Board 
of the Church of God, Anderson, Indiana. 
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ment from scrolls. Today some Jewish 
people and Bible scholars use the Hebrew 
Old Testament. We can be thankful for 
this first part of the Bible. (Places He- 
brew Old Testament on worship table.) 

Choral Response: “We thank thee, Lord 
most high.” (From the hymn, “For Man’s 
Unceasing Quest for God’’) 

Second Junior: (Holds Greek New Tes- 
tament) This is a New Testament in 
Greek. It began to be written after the 
time of Jesus. At first it was on scrolls 
too. ‘Today ministers and Bible scholars 
use the Greek New Testament. We can 
be thankful that men who knew and loved 
Jesus recorded his life and work. From 
the Greek New ‘Testament translations 
have been made into languages all the 
world can read. (Places Testament on 
worship table.) 

Choral Response: ““We thank thee, Lord 
most high.” 

Third Junior: (Holding a foreign lan- 
guage Bible) ‘This Bible is written in the 
ois evitep language. The people who 
read this language are very thankful for 
Bibles like this one. It was translated from 
the Hebrew Old Testament and the Greek 
New Testament into ......0..csc.s0s00e (Places 
Bible on worship table.) 

Choral Response: “We thank thee, Lord 
most high.” 

Fourth Junior: (Holding a King James 
Bible) This Bible is one you know. There 
is probably one like it at home. In 1611 
this Bible was translated into English by 
the order of King James. That’s why it 
is called the King James Version. We are 
thankful for what this Bible has meant to 
English-speaking people for three hundred 
and forty-one years. (Places King James 
Version on worship table.) 

Choral Response: ‘““We thank thee, Lord 
most high.” 

Fifth Junior: (Holding a _ Revised 
Standard Version of the New Testament) 
This is the Revised Standard Version of 
the New Testament. It is a revision of the 
American Standard Version into the lan- 
guage of today. The work was completed 
in 1946. It is easy for Americans to read 
and understand. We are thankful for this 
New Testament that juniors can read and 
understand. (Places New Testament on 
worship table.) 

Choral Response: ““We thank thee, Lord 
most high.” 

Sixth Junior: (Holding Revised Stand- 
ard Version of the Old Testament or of 
the complete Bible.) This is the Revised 
Standard Version of the Old Testament. 
It is a revision of the American Standard 
Version made possible by the study of 
many ancient manuscripts. Its language is 
as beautiful as that of the King James 
Version and is easier to understand. This 
part of the Bible has been made available 
to the public just this week. Americans 
can be especially thankful to have the 
whole Bible in words they understand 
most easily. (Places Old Testament on the 
worship table.) 

Choral Response: ““We thank thee, Lord 
most high,” 

Leader: Our hearts are filled with 
praise because the Bible is for all people. 
As we look at these six books on the wor- 
ship table and think of what they repre- 
sent, let us stand and sing our praise. 


Hymn: “All People That on Earth Do 
Dwell” 

PrayeER: Gratitude for the Bible for all 
people. 


2. Theme: The Bible in Our Hearts 


Worsuie CentER: Worship hanging and 
flowers or fall leaves. 

PRELUDE: Finlandia, Jean Sibelius 

Catt to WorsHip: 

Leader: “Thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet and a light upon my path.” 

Response: ‘““Thy word have I hid in my 
heart that I might not sin against Thee.” 
Hymn: “All People That on Earth Do 

Dwell” 

Story: “The Blind Leper” 

Antonio lived in a leper colony. He had 
been there for years and years. Antonio 
was a leper. Nothing had been able to 
stop the disease. 

Yet Antonio was a happy leper. For 
one thing he was a Christian. For a sec- 
ond reason he could read, and none of the 
other lepers could do that. For a third 
thing he had a Bible. Antonio’s greatest 
joy was to read the Bible to the other lep- 
ers. 

One day he noticed that he was having 
trouble reading. His eyes bothered him. 
It was not long before he became very 
anxious about it. The doctor looked at 
his eyes. He spoke very slowly, as though 
he hated to let the words come from his 
lips. “You are going blind, Antonio. 
There’s nothing we can do about it.” 

Antonio sat still, as if he were frozen. 
Blind! He would be a blind leper! No 
longer would he be able to find his way 
from hut to hut carrying his Bible. No 
longer would he be able to read to the 
other lepers from its precious ‘pages. 

For days Antonio sat in miserable si- 
lence. How could he bear it? But one 
day a thought came to him. His eyes 
were getting dim, but he was not yet 
blind. His mind was as clear as ever. “I 
can learn some of the Bible,” thought An- 
tonio. ‘“Then, when I am blind, I can 
still find my way from house to house and 
I can recite the words of the Bible to my 
friends who love to hear them.” 

He took his Bible in his hands. What 
part should he choose to learn first? An- 
tonio turned page after page. How he 
loved this psalm! How majestic were 
these words from Isaiah! What wonderful 
teaching Jesus gave in this chapter! The 
story of Paul was so loved by his com- 
rades!' Which should he learn first? 

Antonio murmured, ‘Which has a place 
in my heart? Which verses are worth put- 
ting there forever?” He chose first one 
passage, then another, and a third. He 
began to learn the first passage. He 
worked hard. Soon—because it does not 
take long to learn what you really want to 
—he could say it without a mistake. He 
began.on the second. Not long after he 
was working on the third. - 

When his friends heard what he was 
doing, they began to hobble to his hut. 

“Antonio,” an old man said, “are you 
learning the Eighth Psalm? I must have 
that one.” 

“Not yet,” , said Antonio, 
learn it next.’ 

The old man went away catisice and a 
group of children came running up. 

“Learn about Jesus and the children,” 
they begged. “Learn about the shepherds 
and the wise men.” 

“J will learn, but you must learn with 
me,” said Antonio. 

“Are you planning to learn the Ten 
Commandments?” asked a father. 

“It is on my list,” answered Antonio. 

“We must have the Shepherd Psalm,” 
said one of the mothers. 


“but I will 


1From Stories of the Book of Books, by Grace 
W. McGavran. Copyright, 1947, Friendship Press. 
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“I have already learned it,” smiled An- 
tonio. 

“Do you know the words of Jesus about 
the heavenly home?” asked an old woman. 
She was suffering a great deal, and how 
she loved Jesus’ words about God’s house 
in which there would be room for all! 

“T will learn it,” promised Antonio. 

So, day after day, he put into his heart 
and into his mind Bible passages that 
those leper Christians loved. 

As his eyes became dimmer, he read 
less and spent more time learning. Then 
at last came the day to which he had 
looked forward with such sorrow. When 
he opened his Bible, not one word could 
he make out. 

But somehow he was not so sad as he 
had thought he would be. ‘The days of 
learning are over,” he said to himself. 
“Now I can give the messages to others.” 

Antonio could still see to find his way 
to the huts of his friends. With the clear 
sunlight falling on his smiling face, he 
went forth. As he came to the hut of his 
nearest friend, the same old greeting rang 
out that he had heard so often. 

“Antonio is come! Antonio is here! He 
will speak to us from God’s Word! Wel- 
come! Welcome!” 

Antonio sat down. His useless eyes 
could not see to read. But his voice was 
firm as he began to repeat verse after be- 
loved verse from the book he loved best. 

“When God’s Word is in our hearts it 
is good,” he said. 

And those gathered around to hear 
agreed with him. ‘“‘God’s Word is in our 
hearts. That is good,” they said. 
Listentinc Music: “My Guide” 


Prayer: Our Father, we are thankful for 
the Bible. We are glad that we can 
have the Bible in our hearts. Through 
its words you teach us your way, how 
we can live as Christians, how we can 
find strength and courage to choose the 
best. As we read and learn from the 
Bible, help us to understand. In Jesus 
name we pray. Amen. 

Hymn: “The Word of God” 


3. Theme: We Use the Bible 

Worsuip Center: An open Bible and 
fall leaves. 

PRELUDE: Finlandia, Jean Sibelius 

Catt To Worsuip: Psalm 119:33-34 

CHoraL Response: Psalm 19:14 

LEADER: The Bible is used in many ways 
for many purposes. Today we have a 
parent, a teacher, a minister, and a 
junior who are going to tell us how 
they use the Bible and find help in it. 

Parent: (Tells about the use of the Bible 
in family worship.) 

TracHerR: (Tells about the use of the 
Bible in the junior class.) 

MINISTER or man _ representing him: 
(Tells about the use of the Bible in 
church. ) 

Junror: (Tells about the use of the Bible 
for devotions. ) 

ListEnInG Music: ‘My Guide” 


PRAYER PoEM: 
TuHank YOU FOR THE BIBLE 
Lord, I thank you for the Bible, 
For the men who wrote of You, 
For the stories, for the praise songs, 
Rules that tell us what to do. 


Lord, I thank You for the Bible, 
Help me show my thanks each day 
By the way that I am living; 
Help me, Lord, to love and pray. 
—E sr M. Kocttn’ 


September, 1952 
} 


“The Word of God” 
4. Theme: We Love the Bible 


Worsuip CENTER: Worship hanging and 
fall leaves 

PRELUDE: Finlandia, Jean Sibelius 

Catt to Worsuip: “O Come, Let Us 
Worship” 

RESPONSE: Psalm 100 (repeated in uni- 
son) 


Hymn: 


LEADER: Today we are using the parts of 
the Bible that you know and love. As 
praise to God we have repeated Psalm 
100. For four hundred years people have 
been singing this psalm. The words are 
a little different from those in the Bible, 
but the ideas are the same. It is called 
“The Old Hundredth.” You know it 
best by the title, “All People That on 
Earth Do Dwell.” 


Hymn: “All People That on Earth Do 
Dwell” 
Scripture: Psalm 23 (repeated or read 


in unison) 

ListeninG Music: “My Guide” 

PRAYER: Our Father, we thank you for 
the Bible that for hundreds and hun- 
dreds of years has helped people to wor- 
ship you. We are thankful that the Bi- 
ble helps us to worship you, too. Teach 
us to love and serve you better. We 
pray in the name of Jesus, who taught 
his disciples to pray saying: 


Tue Lorn’s Prayer: (In unison) 


2Copyright, 


1942, The Gospel Trumpet Com- 
pany. Used 


by permission. 
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Volume VII of | 
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New Testament Articles 


Matthew—Mark 


offers richly rewarding material for teachers of 

the International Uniform Lesson Series 

October 1952 through March 1953 on 
“Matthew, Gospel of the Christian Life” 


Volume VII brings more than 220 pages of General Arti- 
cles on the New Testament—an abundance of stimulating 
background information on New Testament times; the life, 
ministry, and teaching of Jesus; the history of the early 
church; and many other important subjects. 
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LEADER: When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, 
we think about Jesus—what he did and 
how he lived. 


First JuNIoR: 
about Jesus.) 
SECOND JUNIOR: 

that Jesus told.) 


Leaver: The songs, the psalms, the pray- 
ers, and the stories of the Bible help us 
to worship God. We have heard stories 
of Jesus. As our closing prayer, let us 
sing a prayer that Jesus must have 
prayed many times. After we have sung 
it, let us hum it again softly. 


Hymn: “Let the Words of My Mouth” 
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Workers and Missionaries at 


SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
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Accordion Manufacturers & Wholesalers Outlet 
Dept.JR, 2003 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago 22, Ill. 


(Tells a favorite 


story 


(Tells a favorite story 


from 


940 Pages—$8.75 


Volume VII contains the complete commentary on Matthew and Mark—providing, 
for each book— 


Introduction—a revealing exploration of each Gospel: its author, purpose, setting, 
relation to other books in the Bible, influence, etc. 


Text—both the new Revised Standard and the King James Versions of the Bible 
in parallel columns at the top of each page 


Exegesis—full notes to explain the Text: what the writer meant and what his first 


readers understood 


Exposition—the practical application of this meaning to life today 


For more about The Interpreter’s Bible, see the back cover of this issue of The 


International Journal. 
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junior High =D Ipartmert 


by Laura A. Athearn* 


Theme for October: Honoring Our 
Bible 


For the Leader: 


The first Sunday in October is the cul- 
mination of the Revised Standard Bible 
observance. It is also World Communion 
Sunday. This should make a very inspira- 
tional beginning for this month when we 
wish the attention of boys and girls to be 
captured for Bible study. These services 
will give maximum use of the Bible, cen- 
tering attention on the greatest source of 
worship material and giving some guid- 
ance in using it. 


1. Our Holy Book 


Worsuip CENTER: 

Use the open Bible as your chief object 
of interest. Place a tall white candle at 
center, back of Bible, to symbolize its 
guiding light. Place smaller candles in 
front at right and left, representing Old 
and New Testaments. Light the tall can- 
dle before service begins. Appoint a boy 
and a girl to light smaller candles during 
the singing of the first hymn. 

Catt To Worsuip: Psalm 119:1-3, 105- 

107, 129-131. (Choose one) 


Hymn: “Lamp of our Feet, Whereby We 
Trace,” or “O Word of God Incarnate” 


LEADER: 

Shepherds on the hills of Palestine 
3,000 years ago gathered round their 
campfire and listened raptly while one of 
their number told them stories of Abra- 
ham and Moses and of the greatness of 
God. 

Schoolboys in the time of Jesus heard 
their teacher read from long leather rolls 
the sacred law and the prophets. 

Devout Englishmen of A.D. 1526, de- 
spite danger to their lives, smuggled in 
from Germany an amazing gem—the for- 
bidden Tyndale’s translation of the New 
Testament, printed in English. 

The English-speaking world of 1611 
hailed a new revision of the Bible that 
would carry the Good News to the great 
and to the humble—the King James Ver- 
sion. 

The year 1952 will add one more epi- 
sode in the story of man’s longing to un- 
derstand the Word of God for his own 
day. The publication of the Revised 
Standard version we celebrate today, on 
World Communion Sunday, when our 
thoughts reach round the world in Chris- 
tian fellowship. 

Hymn: ‘Book of Books the People’s 
Strength,” “Break Thou the Bread of 
Life,’ or the new hymn written for the 
Observance (to be printed in the Oc- 
tober issue of the Journal) 

ScripTurE ReEaApinc: (Select at least two) 
1. Be strong and of good courage, Josh- 

ua 1:1-2, 5-9 

2. Good conduct, Micah 6:6-8 

3. The two ways, Matthew 7:6-14 

4. The righteous person, Luke 6: 27-38 
PRAYER: 

God, our heavenly Father, we praise 


*Athens, Ohio. 
30 


thee for our holy Book and for the long 
centuries in which it has led people of 
the world in worship and knowledge of 
thee. Deepen our appreciation of its 
spiritual value, and help us to learn to use 
it to help us in the problems of everyday 
life. Amen. 
OFFERING 
CHORAL SPEEGH SELECTION: Psalm 150 
Directions: 
Verse 1: 
Line 1 (light voices) 
Line 2 (dark voices) 
Line 3 (unison) 
Verse 2: 
Line 1 (dark solo voice) 
Line 2 (unison) 
Verse 3: 
Line 1 (light solo voice) 
Line 2 (unison) 


Verse 4: (light voices) 
Verse 5: (dark voices) 
Verse 6: (unison) 


Hymn: “Let all the World in Every Cor- 
ner Sing” or ‘Come Thou Almighty 
King” 

THUMBNAIL SKETCH OF A BrBLE CHAR- 
ACTER: (Choose one from below) 

BeNEpIcTION: Genesis 31:49b (Usually 
called Mizpah benediction) 


2. Using the Bible of Jesus’ Day 


Worsuip Center: Use a picture of the 
boy Jesus as center of interest. A detail 
from Hofmann’s “Christ Among the 
Doctors” or one of the Elsie Anna 
Wood pictures of the boy Christ would 
be excellent. Make a scroll to place 
beneath the picture, and use a seven- 
branched candlestick with lighted white 
candles. 

CaLtL To Worsuip: 
Habbakuk 2:20 


Hxmn: “O God our Help in Ages Past,” 
or “A Mighty Fortress is our God” 


Dramatic Scripture Reapinc: “As Jesus 
Worshipped” 


Psalm 107:1-3 or 


First Voice: We are imagining today 
that we worship with the youth Jesus in 
his home, in the synagogue, or in the hills 
above Nazareth alone with God. 

Ist Reader: (wearing prayer shawl over 
head, and with a scroll from which the 
Shema is read) In the home of Jesus, as 
in every Hebrew home, the Shema was 
read by the father at the beginning of 
each day. (Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9.) 

Hymn: “Stand Up and Bless the Lord,” 
or “All People that on Earth Do Dwell” 

2nd Voice: Jesus must have seen shep- 
herds caring for their sheep, and he would 
be reminded of the Psalm which tells that 
God is like a shepherd. 

2nd Reader: (Psalm 23 may be repeat- 
ed in unison) 

3rd Veice: Jesus loved nature, and we 
may be sure that he often climbed the hills 
above Nazareth to be alone and worship 
in his heavenly Father’s beautiful world. 

3rd Reader: (Read Psalm 19.) 

Hymn: “The Spacious Firmament on 

High,” or “The Heavens are Telling” 
PRAYER: Psalm 86 
THUMBNAIL SKETCH: (Choose an Old 

Testament character from group at end 

of services. ) 
OFFERING 


Benepiction: Numbers 6:24-26 (called 


the Aaronic benediction) 


3. The Good News of the Gospel 


Worsuip CENTER: 

Use a picture of Last Supper as center 
of interest, or arrange the table with a 
white cloth on which are placed grapes 
and a loaf of bread to symbolize the com- 
mon meal shared by early Christians as 
part of their worship. 
Catt to WorsHIp: 

or Revelation 4:11 
LeApEeR: We are imagining today that we 

are at worship with the followers of 
Jesus soon after the resurrection and 
ascension Of. Christ. The disciples met 
in an upper room, perhaps the very 
place where they ate the last supper 
with Jesus. There they ate bread and 
the wine of grapes in remembrance of 
him. 

Hymn: “Jesus Stand Among Us in Thy 
Risen Power,” or “Saviour Like a Shep- 
herd Lead Us” 

Scripture: Let us recall some of the say- 
ings of Jesus: 

1. Matthew 5:13-16 

2. Luke 12:3-7 

3. Luke 15:3-7 

4. Matthew 7:24-27 
OFFERING 
THUMBNAIL SKETCH OF JOHN THE Bap- 

TIST OR PauL (See below) 

Hymn: “We Would See Jesus,” or “Gali- 
lee, Bright Galilee” 

Litany: “For All We Know of Jesus” 

Leader: For all that we know of Jesus and 
his life of service, 

Response: We praise thee, O God. 

Leader: For his healing of the sick, and 
his words of comfort and cheer, 

Response: We praise thee, O God. 

Leader: For his courage to follow the way 
of God in the face of suffering and 
death, 

Response: We praise thee, O God. 

Leader: For his example in living and ful- 
filling all righteousness, 

Response: We praise thee, O God. 

Hymn: “O Master Workman of the 
Race” or “Just as I Am, Thine Own to 
Be” 

BENEDICTION: Jude 24-25 or II Peter 3:18 


4. Our Bible at Work in the World 


Worsuip CEnTER: Use a large globe as a 
background for the opened Bible. Place 
a lighted candle on each side of the 
Bible. 

CALL- To WoRsHIP: 
Psalm 67:3-5 

Hymn: “We Praise Thee, O God, Our 
Redeemer, Creator” or “Let Us With a 
Gladsome Mind’ 

Leaver: The Bible, or parts of it, has 
been translated into more than eleven 
hundred different languages and dia- 
lects. There is no other book which has 
been considered to be of sufficient 
worth to send to all the people of the 
world. The Apostle Paul was the first 
great Christian missionary. 

Story: Paul (Thumbnail Sketch below) 

Hymn: “Heralds of Christ Who Bear the 
King’s Command,” or “Faith of our 
Fathers” 

SoripTrurE: Isaiah 52:7-10 and Matthew 
28: 16-20 

Hymn: “We’ve a Story to Tell to the 


Revelation 3:20-22 


Psalm 72:18-19 or 
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Nations,” or “O Zion Haste, Thy Mis- 
sion High Fulfilling” 
PRAYER: Ephesians 3: 14-20 
Tatxs: “The Bible at Work” 
1. The Bible Goes to India 
William Cary went to India in 1793. 
He began to study the language and dia- 
lects of the people. Then he realized that 
they must have the Bible in their own 
tongues, and he began the great task of 
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translating the whole Bible for the people 
of India. You can imagine how difficult 
it would be to find the right words to help 
people understand that God is Love. 

During his services in India William 
Cary wrote, assisted or supervised the 
translation of the Bible into over thirty of 
the dialects of India. Now India _ has 
thousands of Christian churches where the 
Bible is used for study and worship. The 
Bible is helping the people of India to 
learn to serve God and to live together as 
his children. 

2. The Bible Goes to Africa 

For many years Africa was known as 
the “dark continent.” It was an unknown 
country whose people were ruled by su- 
perstition and fear. Christian mission- 
aries were the first to explore and make 
maps of Africa, and they also opened the 
minds of the people to the knowledge of 
God’s love. 

Robert Moffatt went to Africa as a 
missionary and he determined to give the 
Bible to the people. This was a tremen- 
dous task, for there was no written lan- 
guage to serve as a basis for such work. 
He had to listen to the people, write down 
the sounds they made when they talked, 
and then make a sort of dictionary from 
which he could put the Bible into the dia- 
lects of the people. It was almost a life- 
time task. 

No one calls Africa a ‘“‘dark” continent 
now. It is filled with schools and churches 
in the larger cities and the influence of 
the Bible is seen in the smallest towns and 
communities. The Bible has lighted the 
way: 

Ds The Bible Goes to China 

China is a country which has had a 
civilization for thousands of years. It was 
closed to the ideas and teachings of the 
Western world until the missionaries be- 
gan to go there and practice the Chris- 
tianity which they taught. 

Robert Morrison was the one who gave 
the Bible to China. He learned to speak 
and write the strange Chinese tongue, 
then he began to translate the Bible with 
the help of a Chinese Latin student. It 
took eleven’ years to make the translation. 
Chinese Christians have used the Bible to 
help them in many a time of difficulty. 
Now the Communists who have no use for 
the Christian’s Bible are in control of the 
country, but we know that there are many 
loyal Chinese Christians who are keeping 
the Bible in their hearts and lives. They 
will yet be the ones to deliver their nation 
from the enemy. 

OFFERING 
BENEDICTION: II Thessalonians 3:16 


Some Thumbnail Sketches of 
Bible Characters 


These short sketches may be used in any 
of the services of the month. Perhaps you 
may want to omit some of the suggestions 
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Learn 


BY CLARICE 
M. BOWMAN 


* An experienced leader, familiar 
both with the mood and temper of 
youth and with the realities of 
her faith, presents a desperately 
needed guide for youth workers. 
Miss Bowman writes fully of the 
method by which the Christian 
faith can become a vital part of 
the lives of young people. 


°* This method consists of three 
equally important factors: it must 
be God and Christ-centered; the 
youth worker must have firm con- 
victions, enthusiasm, and a true 
interest in youth; and youth must 
participate as much as possible if 
they are to have genuine motiva- 
tion for learning. Old-time teach- 
er-lecture methods are no longer 
adequate. 


¢ The purpose of the book is to 
equip the teacher spiritually, to 
penetrate beneath the surface 
whereon most religious education 
rests. The author shows how ma- 
terials and methods can be used 
so that young people will partici- 
pate willingly and eagerly in the 
church’s program. 


* “You have succeeded in making 
working with young seem terribly 
important. You have raised it to a 
dignified level—a“friend of youth” 
is not just a person who can tell 
a joke, lead songs and games and 
whomp up clever ideas, but one 
who is in truth a “mediator of the 
message.’—GLADYS JACKSON, 
Associate, Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, Presbyterian Church U. S. 


¢ Writing from actual experience 
—she has been on the staff of the 
youth department of the Methodist 
Church since 1937—Miss Bowman 
demonstrates from life situations 
how to make “Christ-minded”’ in- 
dividuals. $2.50 
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inspiring glimpses into the lives of 
famous men, All are marked by the 
highest literary quality, and in them 
all are overtones of truth, faith, 
courage, selflessness, and love that 
give them universal appeal and time- 
less worth. 


For teen-agers themselves and all 
who work and counsel with them— 
a book of absorbing interest, wide 
usefulness, and enduring value. 
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printed and use one or more of these short 
character sketches. It would be possible 
to make them more dramatic by having 
the boy or girl who gives the sketch wear 
oriental costume. 


MosEs 

Moses was born in Egypt the child of 
Hebrew slave parents. He was adopted 
by an Egyptian princess and brought up 
in the royal courts of Pharaoh, although 
he was secretly cared for by his own 
mother who taught him about his own 
people and the God they worshipped. 


He could have become a prince with 
wealth and power and ease, but he chose 
to take the part of his own people who 
were cruelly mistreated by the Egyptians. 
Then he had to run away and become a 
refugee living in the desert. There in the 
stillness, amid the hardships of nomad 
life, he learned to know God, and to listen 
to his voice directing him to become a 
leader of his people. 


So Moses became the liberator of the 
Hebrew people, leading them from slavery 
in Egypt to settled life in Palestine. He 
not only served his own nation, but he 
gave the world a basis for civil law in the 
Ten Commandments. He was truly a 
man of God. 

ELIJAH 

He was a big man, Elijah, stout-hearted 
and with a fearless voice that spoke for 
God in a time when his people were in 
danger of forgetting him. He was one of 
the first of the prophets to appear as 
God’s messenger. He called King Ahab 
to account and prophesied a_ three-year 
drought. For this he had to hide from an 
angry king and queen, near the brook 
Cherith, where ravens fed him. 

Suddenly he came out of hiding to chal- 
lenge the false priests of Baal, and in con- 
test with them on Mount Carmel won a 
battle for God and righteousness. 

Again he came out of hiding to rebuke 
Jehoram, the son of Ahab and Jezebel, 
and to predict the death of the king be- 
cause of his evil ways. 

The Old Testament tells that Elijah 
threw his mantle on Elisha who was to 
carry on his work, and then ascended to 
heaven in a chariot of flame. The flame 
was symbolic of the light of God’s truth 
which he had allowed to guide him all his 
life. 

Amos 

Amos came out of the desert of Tekoa, 
a humble man, shy and unused to city 
ways. He had learned to know God and 
to desire real and spiritual values for him- 
self and for his fellow men. When he 
went to the city he found many wrongs 
and he fearlessly denounced them. 


INDIVIDUAL 
COMMUNION SERVIC 


This popular, noise- Boe 

less Communion g X mm 
Service is again gy 
available, Inter- 
locking trays stack 
into a convenient, 
attractive unit of 
desired capacity. 
Glasses in straight 
rows are rubber 
cushioned and do 
not click, stick, tilt 
or _ spill. Made 
of finest aluminum, 
satin finish. 


Delivery extra on 
following prices: 


Base, only $4.00 
Cover, only” 4.50 BASE 
No. 7 Cushioned Tray with 36 glasses, only $13.25 
No. 55 Extra Crystal Glasses for tray No. 7 

134 in. high. Per dozen. . . . 1 1 4.35 
No. 4 Wide Rim Bread Plate aluminum 101% In. 2 95 
No. 5 Offering Plate aluminum, 10% in. . . 3°59 

3 


Your dealer will supply you, order today- 
For free catalog write Dept. 5. 


WM. H. DIETZ, 


10 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago. 3, Ill. 


If Amos were living today he might 
criticize us for going to church on Sundays 
to worship and praise God, and then for- 
getting to practice our religion during the 
week. He might also say that we neglect 
the poor and needy while we enjoy un- 
needed luxuries ourselves. He would want 
justice and mercy to be given to all and 
he would fiercely denounce selfishness and 
greed among any people. Amos has a 
message for us. 

JoHN THE BAPTIST 

John the Baptist was really the first to 
recognize Jesus as the Messiah. He was 
the cousin of Jesus and was born and lived 
in the hill country of Judea. He must 
have learned to listen for the voice of God 
when he was very young. He studied the 
ways of the people of his day and knew 
the wrongs that existed. He had learned 
of the promise of a Saviour who would 
lead his people into ways of righteousness. 
He called upon the people to change their 
ways, to repent and prepare for the com- 
ing of the Kingdom of God. _ 

John recognized in Jesus, One greater 
than himself, who might be the promised 
Saviour. He prepared the way for the 
work of Jesus, and when Christ began his 
work, John no longer sought publicity. 
But he continued his denunciation of 
wrong even to the household of Herod. 
He laid down his life for his faith, but 
his courage and power can never die. His 
example is needed today wherever wrong 
prevails and a leader is needed to show 
people the way of righteousness. 
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By William R. Terbeek* 


Theme for October: Unveiling the 
Bible to Our World 


For THE WorsuHiIp CoMMITTEE: 

At this season all of the Protestant 
churches of the United States and Canada 
are uniting in a renewed emphasis on 
study and appreciation of the Bible. With 
the release during the past week of the 
Revised Standard Version Bible, there is 
great interest in this subject. In addition 
to the resources given below, there are 
many other materials which may be drawn 
upon. Every minister in the country has 
received a copy of a large bulletin called 
“R.S.V., The Story Behind the Revised 
Standard Version,” and also a leaflet of 


“Sermon Ideas, Anecdotes, Background 
material.” Ask him to let you see this 
material. There are also articles in cur- 


rent denominational periodicals and in 
some lesson materials. 

Give as much variety as possible to the 
services, using several readers for each. 


1. Theme: The Bible as the Bread 
of Life 
PRELUDE: Piano solo, 
Bread of Life” 
Catt To Worsuip: First stanza of above 
hymn. 
Hymn: “O Day of Rest and Gladness” 
ScripTurRE: John 6:41-51 
IntTRopDucTION: Review briefly the ‘work 
of the Standard Bible Committee and 
the thousands of community Bible ob- 
servances held during the past week. 
See information listed above under “For 
the Worship Committee” and pages 4-7 
of this issue of the International Jour- 
nal. Other material will be in the Oc- 
tober issue. 
MepiraTion: “The Bread of Life” 
Reader: The Bible is a common book, 
and should be read by every man. Just 
as bread is the common food for our 
bodies, so the Bible should be common 
food for our spirits. This is the message 
of the hymn, “Break Thou the Bread of 
Life.’ Even as Jesus fed the thousands 
of people by the Sea of Galilee, so the 
prayer of this devotional hymn is that we 
too may share in the common yet sacred 
truth of God as revealed in the Bible. The 
Bible speaks of experiences common to all 
men, and gives deep religious significance 
to those experiences. The simple dream of 
Jacob, with a ladder reaching to God; the 
young boy David going against an evil 
power armed only with a sling shot; the 
questions of Job about suffering; the 
temptations of Jesus; the conflicts of 
Paul; these are some of the happenings 
to people of the Bible that we can under- 
stand. To some degree we have the same 


“Break Thou the 
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kind of experiences. There is great power 
in knowing the way these God-filled he- 
roes faced their problems, because we also 
can share in God’s strength through the 
ways he gave power to these heroes. The 
Bible is a common book, because it speaks 
to all people in all ages. 

Leader: The Bible can bring to each 
life new light for living, as it glorifies the 
common tasks, and makes pain bearable, 
and finds good in the unbeautiful. The 
Bible turns a strange light upon the ex- 
periences of mankind, a light that colors 
life with God’s will. 

Reader: 

Tue Boox 
Softly I closed the book as in a dream 
And let its echoes linger to redeem 


Silence with music, darkness with its 
gleam. 

That day I worked no more. I could not 
bring 

My hands to toil, my thoughts to traf- 
ficking. 


A new light shone on every common thing. 


Celestial glories flamed before my gaze. 
That day I worked no more. But, to God’s 
praise, 
I shall work better all my other days. 
WINFRED ERNEST GARRISON’ 
Leader: The Bible tells us of the Bread 
of Life. It is spiritual food for all of us. 
It nourishes the simple and the profound 
experiences of our lives. Truly this is an 
important day. We celebrate the wide- 
spread reaching out of the Bible into many 
communities and many lives in our nation. 
Today we also observe World Communion 
Sunday, when churches all around the 
world join to commemorate the Lord’s 
Supper. We are all one in Christ, through 
his word and around his table. Let us be 
thankful for all the millions of persons 
through the ages that have found enrich- 
ment for their lives through the Bible, and 
let us be thankful too that we can find the 
secrets of abundant living in the Book of 
Life. 


Hymn: “Break Thou the Bread of Life” 

PrAyYER of thanks for the inspiration given 
through the Bible and for strength to 
follow Christ as Master and Guide. 


2. Theme: The Bible as Hidden 
Wisdom 
PRELUDE: “Lord, Speak to Me, That I 


May Speak” 

Catt To Worsuip: First and fourth stan- 
zas of hymn, “Lamp of our Feet, 
Whereby We Trace.” 

Hymn: “The Heavens Declare Thy Glory, 
Lord” 

Mepiration: “The Bible, a Lost Book” 
Leader: “One day, so runs a famous 

story, England woke up and found that 

the Bible was gone. Not only the book 


1Quotable Poems, Vol. 1, co 


piled by phoma 
Curtis Clark. Willett, Clark & ac 


company. 


itself, but all trace of its influence and 
every echo of its music, had been erased 
from life. The result was appalling. A 
great literature became well-nigh unintel- 
ligible. Shakespeare was almost unread- 
able. The gorgeous pages of Ruskin looked 
like a moth-eaten tapestry. Everyday 
speech stammered and faltered. 


“A change passed over the whole tone 
and temper of the nation. Life became 
hectic, hurried, and vulgar. Old restraints 
were thrown off, leaving instinct to run 
wild. All values were blurred, and life it- 
self became little and mean, not so much 
tragic as tedious, trivial, frivolous, or else 
drab. Something fine, high, and fair had 
gone out of it.’ 


Reader: The Bible is the source of hid- 
den wisdom in many ways. This story tells 
in an exaggerated manner, perhaps, of the 
wisdom and character which the Bible has 
given to most of our western world. Yet 
in some sense it is true, that without the 
Bible as a hidden source of strength and 
enrichment, our civilization would have 
weak and crumbling foundations. 


Scrrprure: Matthew 11:25, 26. Com- 
ment briefly on this passage. ‘““The wise 
and understanding’ men mentioned 


were the scribes of Jesus’ day, the ones 
who would pick apart all statements 
until there was little truth left in them. 
The “‘babes” were the common and sim- 
ple people who knew their own help- 


lessness and their need for God’s 
strength. 
Reader: “How Not to Use the Bible” 


“It is possible to take scientific meas- 
urements of the Scriptures, to make a 
critical and searching analysis of their 
contents, and yet utterly miss their mean- 
ing and message. 


‘““A prisoner who was condemned to sol- 
itary confinement had the Bible as his 
only companion and studied it for several 
years. He gathered the following facts: It 
contains 3,586,489 letters; 773,692 words; 
31,173 versés; 1,189 chapters; the word 
“and” occurs 46,277 times; the middle 
verse is the eighth verse of the 118th 
Psalm; all the letters of the alphabet are 
found in the twenty-first verse of the 
eighth chapter of Ezra; the longest verse 
is Esther 8:9 and the shortest verse is 
John 11:35. But in this superficial study 
of the words of the Bible, its message of 
righteousness and truth and forgiving love 
seems to have escaped him. We are not 
told that he allowed the Bible to reach 
his heart and that he was led to cry out, 
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner.’ ’” 


Leader: Because the Bible is an open 
book, always to be reinterpreted, restud- 
ied, and relived, it will always be a source 
of hidden wisdom. When a _ new life is 
changed by the truth that is contained in 
the Bible, its wisdom is revealed anew. 
You cannot think of the Bible as a com- 
pleted book of history, only to be studied 
for information about an age in the past. 
The discovery of God as recorded in the 
Old and New Testaments can be the dis- 
covery for each person of the creating and 
redeeming Reality that controls and di- 
rects the universe. The wisdom of the 
Bible can be found when we search for 
the voice of God speaking through the 
prophets and the common people and the 
Son of Man, and when that voice answers 
the deep- felt longings and needs of our 
own hearts. This wisdom is hidden only 
when we prevent ourselves from searching 


2From Treasury of the Christian Faith by Stuber 
and Clark. Used by permission of the Association 
Press, 
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the sacred words. It opens to us, when 
we pour our souls into the message that 
will be revealed to His sincere, humble, 
and spiritual minded followers. 


PRAYER: 

O heavenly spirit that is the Father of 
all mankind, hear our prayer for wisdom 
and stature, that we may grow with favor 
in thy sight. As we glimpse the immensi- 
ties of thy world, we would pray for hum- 
ble spirits, because of our insignificance in 
the vastness of thy creation. And help us 
that with humble hearts we may learn of 
thy world, that we may learn of thy way, 
in order that we may bring some perma- 
nence to the confusion of men’s hearts. 
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Also 
Old Masters, 


0. 


As we open thy Book of Life, may thy 
great wisdom hidden within be reflected 
upon us, that our lives and those which 
we may influence, will understand the 
timelessness, the simplicity, and the pro- 
foundness of thy Word for our day. We 
pray in the name of thy Son who ‘was 
timeless, simple, and profound. Amen. 
Hymn: “Tell Me the Old, Old Story” 
BENEDICTION: Open our eyes, O God, that 

we may catch the reflection of thy 

truth, as it can be found in thy Holy 

Word. Bring us to a study of the scrip- 

tures each day of our lives. In Jesus 

name, Amen. 


3. Theme: The Bible as the Epic 
of the Ages 


PRELUDE: “God of Grace and God of 
Glory” 


Hymn: “Forward Through the Ages” 
Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-8; John 14:1-6 
MepitaTion: (This will require several 

voices besides the leader) 

Tue Epic oF THE AGES 

Leader: We are on the stage of life, 
1952. Many years have gone before, and 
many scenes have been played on this 
same stage. The actors change, but the 
show goes on. In this long pageant, peo- 
ple are the central characters, with their 
triumphs, their struggles, their encounters 
with God, and with themselves. In this 
great show we are able to trace the rise of 
man from savagery to civilization. Let us 
throw the spotlight on some of the scenes 
on this stage of life: 


Narrator: In centuries long, long ago, 
the show featured an Egyptian act with a 
Nile Valley setting. A young prince throws 
his life in with a lot of slaves—and his 
voice still echoes through the centuries: 
Voices 1,2,3: Let my people go! 

Voice 1: His was a struggle for freedom. 
It was also a struggle to find God. And 
he led the people to Mount Sinai, and 
there he found a code for them to live 
by; a code which God gave to him. 

Voices 1,2,3: Thou shalt not 

Voice 1: Have other gods, 

Voice 2: Carve images, 

Voice 3: Take the Lord’s name in vain, 

Voice 1: Work on the sabbath, 

Voice 2: Murder, 

Voice 3: Steal, 

Voice 1: Commit adultery, 

Voice 2: Bear false witness, 

Voice 3: Covet another’s property, 

Voice 1: But thou shalt honor thy father 
and mother. 

Voice 2: And this code has been one of 
the foundations of all law ever since. 
Narrator: Then we move the spotlight 


through the years, and stop it on a shep- 
herd’) 2 
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Voice 3: He is surrounded by laughing 
nobles and them that are named Chief 
of the Nation. 

Voices 1,2,3: They who sell honest folk 
for money and are hard on the needy, 
who make justice a bitter thing, brow- 
beating honest men, accepting bribes, 
defrauding the poor of justice. 

Voice 1: The shepherd then is Amos of 
Tekoa, 

Voice 2: The hardy strength of the desert 
is pitted against the hardness and self- 
ishness of the market place; 

Voices 1,2,3: Conscience against power! 

Voice 3: “Hate the evil and love the 
good” that ye may live. “And establish 
Justice at the Gate.” 


Voice 1: “Let Justice roll down like wa- 
ters, and righteousness like a perennial 
stream.” 


Narrator: The spotlight changes again, 
flashing over the vivid events of many 
people, and coming to rest upon an age 
when cruelty rolled on and on. 

Voice 2: In the dark hours of despair 
for the remnant of a shattered people, 
who were captive in a city of over- 
whelming power and sophistication. 

Voice 3: There spoke the Great Un- 
named Prophet! 

Voice 1: He said what was really going 
on in the long game of -history. In 
burning eloquence he made clear the 
meaning of the hours of existence. 

Voice 2: 

“In the wilderness clear the way of the 
Lord. 

Make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God. 

Let every valley be raised up, 

And every mountain and hill be brought 
low; 

Then shall the glory of the Lord be re- 
vealed, 

And all flesh shall see it together; 

For the work of our God shall stand for- 
ever!” 


Narrator: The spotlight fades from the 
stage now, and we see only a star—shin- 
ing over Bethlehem. As this star pierces 
the darkness, the entire scenery flats and 
backdrops are all changed, for the drama 
which follows tells of a new covenant of 
God with his people, through his son 
Jesus Christ. This is a new way, for all 
men. 

Voices 1, 2, 3: God is Love! 

Voice 1: “In him was life; and the life 
was the light of men.” 

Voice 2: “And the light shineth in the 
darkness; and the darkness did not 
overcome it.” : 

Voice 3: “And the Word became flesh, 
and dwelt among us.” 

Voice 1: “Wherever two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them.” 

Voice 2: ‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of 
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God.” “Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel.” 


Voice 3: “I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life.” 


Voices 1, 2, 3: God is Love! 
Voice I: This is Jesus the Christ, our 


Master and Guide, Redeemer and 
Friend.” 
Narrator: And one who followed close 


upon the earthly life of Jesus, was Paul, 
the pilgrim of the long road. 


In his blood the call of Christ to high 
living, 

In his mind, the dream of far places to 
be won for Him, 

His goal—to win for The Life, the world. 


The Bible does not end with the final 
period on its pages. It continues to march 
through history. 


A few centuries after Christ, singing 
children profoundly influenced a great 
philosopher. 

Voice 2: Sitting in his study in Milan, 
he heard the neighbor children in the 
garden singing, “Tolle, lege; tolle, lege,” 
which means, “take up and read.” Act- 
ing on their suggestion he began to read 
Paul’s letter to the Romans, in his New 
Testament. From that beginning St. 
Augustine became Bishop of Hippo in 
Africa, and one of the world’s greatest 
Christian thinkers. 


Narrator: Passing through more cen- 
wuries, we see other saints and prophets 
who read the Bible and it changed their 
lives. In 1522, William Tyndale, the 
first translator of the Bible into English, 
perceived that “it was impossible to stab- 
lysh the laye people in any truth excepte 
the scripture were playnly layde before 
their eyes in their mother tonge.” Later 
he declared to a learned man, “If God 
spare my life ere many years I will cause 
a boy that driveth the plough shall know 
more of the scripture than thou doest.” 

He did print the first Bible in English, 
and ploughboys and millions of others 
have been able to read the message of God. 


Voice 3: Nor does the Bible cease to seek 
and to save. Millions each year read 
its pages, capture its message, and spread 
its gospel. ‘The Bible continues to live, 
because it enters into the lives of new 
people in each generation. This is pos- 
sible because God is in each new age, 
and He speaks to it with commanding 
tone, as he alone is director on the 
stage of life, ruler of the eternal present. 


Hymn: “O God Our Help in Ages Past”’ 
PRAYER 


4. Theme: The Bible as the Living 
Word 


PRELUDE: 
God” 


Catt To Worsuip: Psalm 119:1-5, 105 


Hymn: (Use the new hymn written for 
the Bible Observance. It will be printed 
in the October Journal) 


ScripTuRE: Hebrews 4:11-13; I Peter 
1: 22-25 


MeEpitaTion: Reformation Sunday 
Leader: Today is Reformation Sunday, 
the time when Protestants reflect upon 
their cleavage from the Roman Catholic 
Church of the Middle Ages. It is a time 
for self-examination, to reveal whether or 
not we uphold the high idealism of the 
Reformers who were on fire with God. 
Reader: We cannot think of the Re- 
formation without thinking of Martin 
Luther, the man who helped to make the 
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“A Mighty Fortress Is Our 


Bible available to every person. Among 
the many other Christian causes which 
he championed, he proclaimed the living 
Word, the self-disclosure of God to all 
mankind. Luther is quoted as saying, 
“The Gospel is really not that which is 
contained in books and composed in let- 
ters, but rather an oral preaching and a 
living Word, a voice which resounds 
throughout the whole world and is pub- 
licly proclaimed.’” 


Leader: The Holy Bible is the living 
word. It lives as we cause it to live. It 
has action, and is “sharper than a two- 
edged sword.” This is the way Martin 
Luther made the scriptures live. For him 
the Word of God was an anvil, and 
man’s cruel hammers of injustice and cor- 
ruption would beat upon the anvil, and 
they would crack, but the anvil would 
not. When called by the emperor to re- 
nounce publicly his books, and to ask for- 
giveness for writing them, his reply was, 
“Unless I am convicted by Scripture and 
plain reason . . . my conscience is cap- 
tive to the Word of God.’* Man’s rela- 
tion to God was much more important to 
Martin Luther than the petty authority of 
men, and he declared his complete alle- 
giance to God. “I cannot and will not 
recant anthing, for to go against con- 


science is neither right nor safe. Here I 
stand. I cannot do otherwise. God help 
me. Amen.” 


When men like Martin Luther live out 
their conviction to Christ and his Word 
at almost complete sacrifice of personal 
interest, we are brought to examine the 
place of his message in our lives. 


Reader: The Bible lives as we live it. 


Voice 1: It is a living word, only as 
we make it so. 

Voice 2: And it makes demands upon 
us, because it makes ultimate and absolute 
affirmations which we must confront. We 
must either accept or reject. Our response 
to the Bible tells us whether or not it 
does live. The Bible speaks to the whole 
of human life, and those of us who are 
living must reckon with its affirmations. 
These are some of its shocking statements: 


(Prepare a reading for three voices, 
one after the other, using Scripture pas- 
sages such as the following: Genesis 1:1; 
Psalm 19:1; Isaiah 40:8, 28; John 1:1, 
14a; Matthew 11:27b; Romans 8:35, 38, 
30)) 


Narrator: This is our choice as Chris- 
tians, to support the affirmations of the 
Holy Scriptures. Martin Luther and thou- 
sands of other Christians have made this 
choice, to be born anew through the living 
and abiding Word of God. The Bible is 
for us the living word, as we accept the 
challenge to serve Christ wherever he calls 
us. 


Hymn: “Lead On, O King Eternal” 


PRAYER: 

O Eternal God who dwells in this as 
in every moment, hear our prayer of 
thanksgiving for the new hopes and dreams 
which can be ours through the reading 


8Quoted in Roland Bainton, Here [ Stand, 
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To Us a Son 
(Continued from Page 24) 

blue light, praying; she raises her arms 

upward and slowly lowers them.) 

Mara: Lord God of Hosts, God of our 
Fathers, hear my prayer. To us thou 
hast given a child . ... to us a son 

. and his name . . . . What is his 
name? And how shall we hear his 
voice? (She sits behind the table, lays 
her head on her arms and sleeps.) 

(Time passes. The “Christmas Gloria’ 
begins very softly in the distance, to in- 
crease in volume only when Mary and 
Joseph enter) 

(There is a heavy knocking at the door; 
no one on stage moves. It is repeated at 
intervals three times.) 

Jacos: (Calling from behind the scenes) 
Mara, Mara! (Enters center back. He 
has been sleeping and is not quite 
awake; he speaks loudly) Mara, have 
you no ears? Someone is knocking at the 
gate! (He sees her sleeping.) How can 
they sleep when all the earth breaks 
loose at my door? (Knocking is re- 
peated.) Who knocks this time of night? 
Can’t they see the house is dark? (He 
sees the lamp and as he goes to take it 
Mara awakens.) 

Mara: What is it, Jacob? 

(Knocking repeated) 

Jacos: There is someone at the door. 
And you have left the lamp burning. I 
will put it out and they will go away. 

Mara: (Stopping him) Will you not go 
to the door? If it is a Roman... .? 

Jacos: A Roman? Yes, I better go. Only 
a Roman would be out at this hour. 
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(Exit Jacob Left.) 

(Voices outside: ) 

JosgEpuH: We are from Nazareth and I 
am Joseph, a Son of David, do you 
have room? 

Jacos: There is no room here. We al- 
ready are crowded. 

JosepH: But my wife, Mary ... can 
you not help her? 

Jacos: It is as it is. There is no room. 

(Jacos enters Left) 


Mara: It was a Roman? 

Jacos: Only a north countryman. I sent 
them away. 

Mara: What way can they go? This is 
the last inn in Bethlehem. You said 
yourself the houses are already full. 

Jacos: The wife is with child. We can- 
not take them in. 

Mara: The wife! With child! But, Jacob, 
how can we refuse them? 

(JosHua has risen by the fire and 
speaks clearly, and insistently; he is de- 
termined to be heard but they do not 
pay attention to him.) 

JosuHua: Bring them to the stable. 
Jacos: We must refuse them. Aren’t the 
kitchen and the house already full? 
JosHua: (Hopefully) Bring them to the 

stable. 

Mara: But a woman with child! And 
soldiers everywhere! 

JosHua: (Going to Mara) Bring them to 
the stable! 

Mara: (Hearing Joshua and turning to 
him.) The stable? Put them in the 
stable? 

Jacos: I’ve had enough of your nonsense, 
Joshua; Mara and [I will decide this. 
Mara: But Jacob, the boy is right. You 
yourself have slept there. We could 

make room for them. 

Jacos: (Gruffly) No self-respecting inn- 
keeper puts his guests in the stable. Go 
back to sleep, Joshua, and forget about 
it. 

JosHua: (Disturbed) But don’t you see— 
I—(He turns away) ; 

Mara: Something is troubling you son, 
what is it? 

Josuua: (Uncertain) When I was sleep- 
ing—I dreamed—and I saw a man and 
a woman—coming to our door—and a 
voice said “Bring them to the stable.” 
And I wanted to send them away (with 
assurance) but the voice spoke again 
and suddenly the night was filled with 
music and the night was day. And the 
voice said: “Bring them to the stable, 
for the woman is with child.” 

Mara: (Agitated) A voice in a dream! 
Oh Jacob! Hurry to them. They cannot 
have gone very far. If God has spoken 
through our son, we must not refuse 
Him. (Knocking repeated) 

Jacos: So! There are others looking for 
room. How can we take them in? 

Mara: (Going to the door left) I will go 
to them. (Mara exits Left and almost 
immediately returns with Mary and 
Joseph) Jacob! Joshua! They have re- 
turned! We go at once to the stable. 
Come, Jacob, help me make room for 
them. And Joshua, waken Judith; there 
is much to be done. 

(Mara, Mary, Jacos and JosrpH exit 

center back) 
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JosHua: Judith! (Shaking her) Judith! 
Wake up! More travelers have come 
and we are to prepare for them. Bring 
out the bread and I will pour the wine. 

Jupiru: Travelers? Now, at night? 
Where are they? 

Josxuua: In the stable, a man and a wo- 
man. (Judith goes to the cupboard and 
returns with a tray of bread and jugs. 
Joshua pours the wine as they talk) It’s 
just as I dreamed it would happen. 
And, Judith, the Mother is with child. 

Jupiru: Do we know these people? 

Josuua: We have not seen them before 
but they are our friends. I knew they 
would come to us. 

Jupiru: You dreamed all this? 

Josuua: Just now before they came. I 
saw them in my sleep and a voice said, 
“Bring them to the stable,’ and I awoke 
and told my dream and they are here. 

Jupiru: But who are they that you 
should dream about them? 

Josuua: I do not know for sure. Do you 
remember when this afternoon we spoke 
about the coming Messiah? 

Jupiru: Yes, and father was angry when 
you read from Isaiah. 

Josuua: He was angry because he did 
not understand. Nor did I either, then. 
But all the time we talked it seemed as 
though Id lived it once before, just 
as now, tonight, my dream again came 
true. 

JupirH: (Crossing to the 
strange it seems! 

(The music gradually increases in vol- 
ume and at the same time light from with- 
in the stable increases, until finally the 
kitchen itself is filled with light.) 
JupirH: See how bright it is getting! 

(Suddenly they both turn qutckly to- 

ward the stable) Joshua! Did you hear 

a cry? 

Josuua: Yes, I heard! The child is born! 


(The “Christmas Gloria’ is sung by an 
invisible choir and repeated jubilantly. 
Joshua and Judith on each side of the 
stage stand motionless, facing the stable. 
At the close, lights in the kitchen grow 
dim except for a spotlight on the stable; 
light inside the stable remains bright.) 
Mara: (Jacosp and Mara enter center 

back. Mara is smiling and radiant. 

JosHua and JupiTH go to her.) Joshua! 

Judith! A child is born! Let us never 

forget this hour. For here, this day, 

great things have happened. Did you 
hear the singing? (Lois has awakened 
and sits up, listening) 

Jupiru: We heard the song but what has 
happened? Who has sung? : 
Mara: (In awe) They were angels sing- 

ing! 

Jupiru: Angels singing? 


left) How 


Josuua: (Anxiously) What is the baby’s 
name? 
Mara: (Slowly) They called him 


... Jesus. 

Lois: (Rising and going to Mara, she 1s 
confused) What baby is born and where 
are the angels? Why have they sung? 

Mara: Lois, my child, you have been 
sleeping and did not hear. Waken 
Susannah and Elizabeth—I have almost 
forgotten them! 

Lors: (Rousing them) Elizabeth! Susan- 
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nah! Get up quickly. Something has 
happened. 
Susan: (Awakening and rising) Are the 


Romans here? Is this the census? 

Mara: (As the children group themselves 
on each side of her and Jacob) No, it is 
not the Romans. They are people from 
Nazareth who have come to Bethlehem 
for the census. They arrived very late 
and we have brought them to the 
stable because there was no room. 

Lois: (Impatiently) But you said a child 
was born! 

Mara: Yes, a son has been born,—a 
sound of singing filled the air and a 
great light shone all around us. 

EvizABETH: In the stable? with the oxen? 

Mara: Yes, in the stable. 

Jacos: I have moved the cattle back and 
Mary, the Mother, has put the baby in 
our manger. 

Mara: It is a lovely child. We must be 
very quiet and not disturb him. 

ELIZABETH: Can we see him soon? 

Mara: Yes, we will go to him now. 
(Knocking at the door) 

Jacos: I will see who is at the door. 
(The shepherds enter hurriedly) 

SHEPHERD I: Where is the child? A mes- 
senger from heaven came to us while 
we tended our sheep and he has guided 
us to this inn. 

SHEPHERD II: And he said that in Beth- 
lehem a Saviour is born, which is Christ 
the Lord. 


Mara: A Saviour, Christ! Then it is truly 
He! And we—we did not know his 
voice! The child of heaven is born. At 
last the son is given! 


SHEPHERD I: We are to find the baby 
wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in 
a manger. Where is this child, the Mes- 
siah? For we have come to worship him. 


Mara: He is here! Born in the stable. 
And all of heaven has touched this 
place. Shepherds, you have brought the 
needed sign! Now this we know: that 
God has come to earth tonight as Song, 
as Light, as a little Child. And Jacob, 
we who sought to find him in our own 
flesh must put aside our selfish 
thoughts; must seek in him the Saviour 
for ourselves and for our land. Now 
has God increased our joy. And we re- 
joice before him as with joy at the har- 
vest; as men rejoice when they divide 
the spoil. And Joshua, you said his 
name is given and we will hear his 
voice. This is the hour of our knowing. 


by George Gleason 


SINGLE 


YOUNG ADULTS 
in the 


CHURCH 


What sort of church program do 
single young adults want and 
need? How can large and small 
churches meet these needs? 


Dr. Gleason answers these 
questions from the results of his 
three-year survey in hundreds of 
churches through the U. S. and 
Canada, and of the activities of 
12 major Protestant denomina- 
tions. 

PAUL POPENOE, EVELYN 
MILLIS DUVAL and OLIVER 
BUTTERFIELD contribute spe- 
cially prepared articles on the 
marriage problems of this age 
gtoup. Other major topics include: 
groups for single young adults; 
recreation facilities; guidance, 
counseling; Christian instruction; 
representation in church manage- 
ment. Foreward by Dr. Richard 
E. Lentz 


Just published, $1.75 
ae 


ASSOCIATION PRESS 


29| Broadway ® New York City 7 


see opposite page 
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This is fulfillment of our hope. And we 
will call his name and hear his voice 
and we will follow him. Come see the 
baby lying in the manger. 


(JupiruH and ExvizaBetu draw back the 
curtains and reveal the nativity scene. 
Mary is seated bending over the manger, 
JosepH stands beside her. Jacos, the 
children, and the SHEPHERDS enter the 
stable and group themselves around the 
manger. Mara goes to the back center 
behind the manger so that its light is on 
her face, she remains standing.) 


Mara: To us a child is born, to us a son 
is given; and the government will be 
upon his shoulder, and his name will 
be called “Wonderful Counselor” (Jacob 
kneels and the others gradually fol- 


entertainment 


THE GIFTS: Elsie Binns. Three children bring 
gifts to Mary for the Child............ 
TI CHRISTMAS VOICE: Ruth O. Ba 
popular play for young people................. 
THE STREET OF HEARTS: Dorothy 
delightful fantasy for Juniors.......... 
WHEN CHRISTMAS COMES: Mary B. Harrison, 
play for 8 char. Music off-stage 
THE GOLDEN FLAME: Harrison ta 
JOYFUL AND TRIUMPHANT: Dayidson....25¢ 


KEEP THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 


Your Christmas Program can help meet the post-war need for wholesome 
combined with devotional and 
pageants will fill these requirements and encourage the reviving interests in 
spiritual and religious work at this crucial time. 5 
THOU SHALT CALL HIS NAME JESUS: Flo Knight Boyd. A devotional 
service arr. for Reader and choir with tableaus and family hymns......... 50c 
UNDER THE STARS: 


inspirational — services, Our 


Aileene Sargent, 7 char., chorus and extras....... 35¢ 


CHRISTMAS REVOLT: MacCreary......... 25c 
THE ENROLLMENT: or Coming of the Prince of 
peace..40¢; WISE MEN FROM THE EAST. .40c 
INN AT BETHLEHEM, 40¢c; CHILD OF PRO- 
PHECY, 40c. 


By Lyman R. Bayard 


Send 10 cents each for pageants you wish to examine. Return in 10 days or remit balance of price. Full amount 
sent for samples is deductible at the rate of 10c for each copy actually purchased. No royalty—Production rights 
included with purchase of specified required copies. Send for catalog. 


PAGEANT PUBLISHERS, Dept. C-1, west Los ANGELES 55, CALIF. 
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More Religious 
Leaders choose 
American Optical 
Projectors 


h 
the Superb MC 300 


PROJECTOR 


FOR SLIDES AND FILMSTRIP 


Educators everywhere are acclaiming the AO MC 300 Delineascope 
for 2 x 2 slide and filmstrip (single or double frame) because it 
offers so much more in performance and outstanding features. 
360° rotatable front that stops at any point, assuring upright frames... 
lamphouse remains cool for comfortable handling .. . instant switch 
trom filmstrip to slides and back again... triple action fan cooling 

. choice of 3 AMERICOTE objectives, achromatically and anastig- 
matically balanced for clarity, color, and brilliance... instantaneous 
Jilm threading .. . no pressure plates—nothing to scratch filmstrip 
surface... silent autofocus slide carrier... fingertip elevating lever 

. 300 watt bulb—greater brilliance than most projectors with double 
the wattage. For literature or the name of your nearest AO 
distributor, write Dept. I-154 


American © Optical 


COMPANY 


INSTRUMENT DIVISION—PROJECTORS CHELSEA 50, MASS. 


full of ai 

EVGry TSsue ie broreie ond tear on eee 
trends in cooperative Christian education. 

THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


Yours for less than Ic a day 


BEGIN YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NOW 


The International Journal, 79 E. Adams St., Chicago 3, III. Dept. X. 


Enclosed is $ for [_] one year $3.00; L] two years $5.00 
L] a club of 5 or more @ $2.50 each 


low) “Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.’ Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be 
no end, upon the throne of David, and 
over his kingdom, to establish it, and to 
uphold it with justice and with right- 
eousness from this time forth and for 
ever more. 


(Mara kneels beside Josnua. The 
“Christmas Gloria’ is repeated. Lights 
gradually lower until there is only the 
light in the manger which is reflected on 
the faces of Mary and Joseph.) 


Stow CurTAIN 


Production Notes 


Music. Before each scene Christmas 
music may be used. By the “Christmas 
Gloria” called for is meant the old French 
carol, “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
or ‘“‘Hearken All! What Holy Singing,” 
with the refrain, “Gloria in excelsis deo.” 
This is found in collections of Christ- 
mas carols (such as Christmas Carols and 
Choruses, Hall & McCreary Co.) and in 
some hymnals. It is available as an an- 
them for mixed voices under the title 
“Gloria in Excelsis Deo” from the Bos- 
ton Music Co. If a record is used for 
this, the words should not be sung until 
noted in the play. 


Lighting. Scene 1, warm ambers and 
red dominant. Scene 2, blues and green 
dominant. Full light during the singing 
of the “Gloria.” The light from the stable 
need be only a strong light concealed in 
the manger. 


Setting. Note accompanying drawings. 
In Scene 2 the table, bench and high stool 
are moved further to the side of the 
stage. The chair is at the back end of 
the table. 


Action. At the end of Scene 2 other 
villagers may follow the Shepherds when 
they enter, if it is desired-to have more 
participants. However, nothing should ob- 
struct the Nativity scene at the close. To 
get an uncrowded tableau let some of the 
characters remain in the kitchen, though 
facing the manger. If necessary one Shep- 
herd might speak all of the lines. 


Text. The Revised Standard Version is 
used for the Scripture verses. 


You will want EXTRA COPIES 
of the October Issue on 


Teaching the Bible 
Effectively 


Every teacher should have one 
Use them in teacher training 


Every Seminary student should have 
one 


Every college student group should 
have several 


Give gift copies to friends 


International Journal of Religious Education 
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Enrich Your Study of the Bible 


through the use ot 


THE BIBLE THROUGH THE CENTURIES 


A 60-frame filmstrip, in color, from original paintings by Harold Minton. Script 
for adults by Marianna Nugent Prichard. Script for children by Grace E. Storms. 
Resource consultant, Dr. Luther A. Weigle. The filmstrip depicts the growth of 
the Bible from its earliest beginnings to modern times. Excellent for use with a study 
of the origin and history of the Bible and its numerous translations. 


Make the Work of the Church Real 
Through the Use of 


LIFE OF CHRIST (color), in two parts 
of 42 and 41 frames each. From original 
water colors by Jacques Barosin. Each pic- 
ture authenticated for accuracy of detail. 
Price, $10.00. Also available in slide sets. 


THE STORY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH (black and white), 50 frames. 
Sections: The Early Church, Early Europ- 
ean and Medieval Period, Pre-Formation 
and Reformation Period, Protestant Move- 


ment in Europe and America, The Last 
Century. Price, $3.00. 


THE CHURCH AT WORK TODAY 
(black and white), 58 frames. Made from 
photographs from several denominational 
sources revealing the areas of work in which 
the church is engaged. Price, $3.00. 


CHRISTIAN LIVING IN OUR WORLD 
(black and white), 67 frames. Art work 
by Harold Minton. Story of Mr. Brown and 
his family learning that Christian living 
is a part of everyday life. Price, $3.00. 


HOW AND WHY WE WORSHIP (black 
and white), 68 frames. Art work by Harold 
Minton. Includes a worship service usable 
with children and points up the following 
emphases: Why We Worship, Where We 
Worship, Personal Worship, Family Wor- 
ship, and Corporate Worship. Price, $3.00. 


WONDERS OF GOD (black and white, 77 
frames. Photographs and drawings depict 
the marvelous work of God’s creation, in- 
cluding man. Price, $3.00. 


Order from your bookstore or from 


The Christian Education Press 
1505 Race Street 


Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania 
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‘the New Books 


Understanding the Books of the 
New Testament 

Edited by Patrick H. Carmichael. Rich- 
mond 9, John Knox Press, 1952. 205 p. 
$2.50. 

Often church school teachers express 
a need for information in capsule form 
about the New Testament. And here is 
a book such persons need—a book that 
stimulates study and research beyond the 
information given on the printed page. 

Teachers will appreciate the brief out- 
lines that are filled with helpful informa- 
tion, the thumbnail sketches of early 
church life, the discussion in Chapter 4 
on “What Do Christians Believe?” and 
“What is the Christian Life?” and the 
principles of interpretation used in ex- 
plaining the Book ‘of Revelation. A con- 
stant use of the book will prepare a 
teacher for progressively effective work. 

The book has been edited by Dr. Car- 
michael of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. Chapter headings indicate the 
scope of the book: New Testament Sur- 
vey; The Four Gospels; The Acts; The 
Pauline Letters; Hebrews and General 
Letters; Revelation. 

The subtitle of the book is A Guide to 
Bible Study for Laymen. 

ERWIN SPEES 


Guide to the Christian Faith 

By William A. Spurrier. New York 17, 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1952. 242 p. 
$2.50. 

Add to a Methodist university an Epis- 
copal clergyman and you have the tenor 
of this book—a sane, balanced, stimulat- 
ing, and helpful treatment of Christian 
faith (theology). 

Mr. Spurrier deals with the various 
facets of Christian faith, describing the 
doctrines; telling what they mean; and 
telling why they are important. Thus one 
gets a normative, historical, and psycho- 
logical approach to Christian faith. 

At first the book does not impress one, 
but as you live with it, you see more and 
more its great value. Every Christian edu- 
cator will want to acquaint himself with 
this book, and many will want to pur- 
chase it for close reading and study. 

E. G. MiLiion 


Eighty Thousand Adolescents 

Directed and Described by Bryan H. 
Reed. London: George Allen & Unwin, 
Ltd., 1950, 188 p. 

This careful analysis of a very signifi- 
cant study of young people in Birming- 
ham,. England, can be read with profit 
by all leaders of youth, and should be 
read and pondered especially by those 
with any supervisory or administrative 
responsibilities in youth work. Although 
it is a study of English conditions and 
people, many of the findings could be du- 
plicated in the United States and Canada. 

The study was made by the staff and 
students of Westhill Training School, who 
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visited several hundreds of youth organ- 
izations and secured answers to a series 
of “Twenty Questions” by more than one 
thousand young people. Information was 
secured from young people “attached” to 
youth organizations and also from young 
people classified as ‘‘unattached.” In an 
effort to evaluate the quality of youth 
work in Birmingham, senior students were 
assigned to work closely with a number 
of youth organizations over a period of 
several months. 

Some of the questions which the in- 
vestigators attempt to answer are: How 
do young people spend their leisure? 
What do they read? To what extent do 
they take advantage of opportunities to 
continue their education? In what kind 
of homes do they live? What are their 
needs—emotional, spiritual, social, intel- 
lectual? Why do they join youth or- 
ganizations? Why do they drop out of 
membership? To what extent are the var- 
ious youth organizations meeting the needs 
of youth? 

The study was largely concerned with 
young people in the 14-20 age range. 
It was discovered that about 55% of the 
boys and 33% of the girls were attached 
to youth organizations, representing 
church clubs, scouts, political clubs, pre- 
service units, Red Cross, and others; 15% 
belonging to more than one organization. 

There is a variety and spontaneity of 
voluntary effort, but no impressive ef- 
ficiency or administrative tidiness. The 
present pattern of youth service is a 
partnership between government and vol- 
untary agencies. One criticism of the 
pattern of administration is that there 
is little opportunity for the voice of youth 
to be heard, or for much exercise of lead- 
ership by young people themselves. 

The question was asked of young 
people, “When you go to a club, what 
do you most enjoy doing?” The answers 
showed that, regardless of the theoretical 
purposes and aims of a group, the chief 
values for the young people seem to be 
to give youth a chance to find themselves 
in a society of their contemporaries. 


There are few organizations which ap- 
pear in practice to be aware of the needs 
of the growing boy or girl on all levels; 
they are almost exclusively preoccupied 
with one or another area of development. 
It is evident that the clubs are not making 
a clear contribution to the intellectual 
needs of young people. They vary great- 
ly in the extent to which they meet the 
emotional needs of youth. As a whole, the 
youth service is making a real contribu- 
tion to the physical skills of youth. 


The study revealed that “unattached” 
youth were concentrated in the later teens, 
and indicate the inability of the organiza- 
tions to hold the interest of maturing 
youth. Final chapters of the study are de- 
voted to a consideration of the responsibil- 
ity of youth organizations for training 
youth for life in the community. 


In the long run, the youth service will 
stand or fall, states the report, not by the 
magnificence of premises provided, but by 
the degree to which men and women of 
ability and goodwill are prepared to give 
themselves in friendship to young people. 

HELEN F. SPAULDING 


Principles of Personality Building 
for Christian Parents 
By C. B. Eavey. Grand Rapids, Zonder- 
van Publishing House, 1952. 325 p. $3.75. 
Dr. C. B. Eavey is known to Christian 
educators for his earlier volume Principles 
of Teaching for Christian Teachers. This 
later book from his pen will be equally 
useful for Christian parents. The writer’s 
theological point of view is that of the 
more conservative scholar. To a remark- 
able degree, however, the progressive in- 
sights of present-day social science are re- 
lated to the author’s fundamental religious 
beliefs. Persons whose Christian thinking 
is radically different from that of Dr. 
Eavey still may find great benefit from 
this exceedingly practical treatment of the 
development of Christian personality. 
Ricuarp E, LEntTz 


A Hymn Is Born 


By Clint Bonner. Chicago 5, Wilcox & 
Follett Company, 1952. 108 p. Paper, 
$1.00; cloth, $2.50. 

The title of this book is rather mis- 
leading since a great many of the selec- 
tions can be classified more properly as 
gospel songs. The choice is a wide one, 
however, and includes a representation of 
the more familiar hymns and gospel songs. 

There are stories of the origins of fifty- 
one hymns, each approximately one page 
in length, with the words of the hymn 
on the facing page. Originally these ap- 
peared once a week in newspapers across 
the country. 

The chief value of the book lies in 
the brevity and convenience of form for 
use in interpreting a hymn before use. 
Church school and youth leaders will find 
it especially helpful used in this way. 

The historical and biographical data 
seems to be correct, without the addition 
of fiction so often found in hymn inter- 
pretations. No attempt is made to ana- 
lyze the contents of the hymn itself. 

MELBA PETERSEN 


Building Church Membership 
Through Evangelism 

By Dawson C. Bryan. Nashville 2, Ab- 
ingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1952. 188 p. 
$2.00. 

Two basic problems face every pastor 
according to Dr. Bryan: first, how to find 
and win the unsaved and unchurched, and 
second, how to assimilate new members 
into the church fellowship and guide them 
in their Christian growth. 

In this book Dr. Bryan draws upon his 
experience with “thousands of churches 
and many thousands of lay visitations’ to 
give the pastor help at these points. He 
outlines in detail what is involved by way 
of preparation, training and follow-through 
in a visitation evangelism campaign. 

Dr. Bryan is overly ambitious in some 
of his claims for visitation exangelism. “At 
last the full story of a victorious evangel- 
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For RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DIRECTORS — Probably the Greatest 


ACCIDENT INSURANCE 


Value for the Money Today 


Look at + what 


Now offered by the 52-year-old 


MINISTERS LIFE & 
CASUALTY UNION 


This unusual offer is made to all pro- 
fessional religious workers—and_ that 
includes ministers, seminary students, 
religious education directors—under 65 
years of age. 


The “Criterion” policy pamphlet 
gives you a long list of benefits. The 
most important ones include: $150 a 
month, up to 24 months, for disability 
by accident . . . $150 a month, up to 10 
weeks, extra if hospitalized by injuries 
. . . $5000 if you die by accident... 
$5000 for loss of two limbs or eyes 
by accident. 


What does it cost? Your first pay- 
ment is only $1—and it pays all costs 
for two months. After that; it’s only $3 
per quarter—$12 a year. (If over 60, 
cost is $16 a year). 


After checking the policies issued by 
other reliable companies in the U. S. 
and in Canada, our survey showed that 
this is the lowest cost—the most for the 
money —the greatest value ever offered. 
The saving is possible because our se- 
lected type of policyholders, on occu- 
pational and moral grounds, are de- 
finitely preferred risks. See for your- 
self—send for the Criterion pamphlet. 


No salesman will be sent 
to call on you! 


Don’t Risk THE MINISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION e¢ 106 West Franklin Ave., Minneapolis 4, Minn. 
7\ Serious Without obligation, please send me the “Criterion” policy pamphlet. 
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WORLD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 


THROUGH THE UPPER ROOM 


HRISTIANS from forty ‘different countries 


combine their talents to 


devotions. 


Christian Fellowship Number’ 


missionary education, 


through commen worship, to the r 


Christian faith. 


in the Septent 


nity of the - 


Ten or more copies to one address, 5.¢ents each. : 
Individual yearly subscriptions (6 issues) 50 cents, two years $1 .00. 


Special pocket edition for service men and youth, same price. 


THE UPPER ROOM 


World’s most widely used daily devotional guide. 


1908 Grand Avenue 


OLD WORDS FOR 


Wind 


Both child and adult find 

joy and inspiration in the 
lyrical language of the Beloved 
King James Version. Traditionally the 
source for Biblical quotations, it is the uni- 
versal text—teaching the true beauty of the 
Book of Books. When you choose a Bible 
for young or old, choose a National Bible 
in the authorized King James Version for 
enduring peace and contentment. 

National Bibles are available in many styles 
and sizes suitable for awards, children, 
students and teachers. 


AT YOUR 


[i ation al sites 


BELOVED KING JAMES VERSION 

ism can be told. Out of the broad inter- 
denominational testing ground of our na- 
tion, the results of an intensive research 
into the most effective ways of leading 
people into the Christian life are now 
available.” (page 13) As effective as a 
program of visitation evangelism is in 
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gaining new members for a church, such 
an assumption must be questioned at two 
points: 

1. Has not the church through all its 
years of history used most effectively a 
program of lay visitation even though no 
“campaign”? was involved? 

2. Are there not other types of evan- 
gelism that serve equally well in leading 
people into the Christian life and develop- 
ing Christian character? 

A second limitation of the book, in 
the opinion of the reviewer, is that it does 
not give adequate attention to its an- 
nounced purpose of guiding people in 
Christian growth. Little place is given to 
the Christian education of the convert. 

For ministers and laymen interested in 
visitation evangelism, however, Dr. Bryan 
provides a very fine pattern for setting up 
and carrying through a campaign in a 
local church. 

Atva I. Cox, Jr. 


A Protestant Dictionary 
By Vergilius Ferm. New York, The 
Philosophical Library, 1951. 283 p. $5.00. 
A concise and objective reference book 
of American Protestantism, with thorough 
cross-referencing, this volume will answer 
many questions of students, clergy, or lay- 


men in the church. The subjects listed 
include practically every religious body in 
the United States (and those in other 
countries from which American groups 
stem), religious leaders, and ecclesiastical 
and theological terms. It is not a Bible 
dictionary, and its brief statements, while 
answering immediate questions, will not 
suffice for the serious student. 

The following is a running sampling 


of the alphabetical listings: immanence, 
immersion, impanation, imputation, In- 
dependent African Methodist Episcopal 


Church, Independent A.M.E. Denomina- 
tion, Independent Baptist Church of 
America, Independent Fundamental 
Churches of America, independents, in- 
dulgences, infant baptism, infralapsarian- 
ism. Descriptions are given in non-theo- 
logical language. 

HELEN F. SPAULDING 


The Organist and Choirmaster 
By Charles L. Etherington. New York 


11, The Macmillan Company, 1952. 178 
p. $4.00. 
This small volume is meant for the 


amateur organist and choir director who 
plays in an Anglican or other liturgical 
church. The Anglican service is explained 
in great detail so even the organist who 
has had no experience with liturgical serv- 
ices can play one by following the in- 
structions. The services of the church 
are covered fully, including such special 
services as baptism, marriage, and others. 
The sections dealing with the chanting 
and intoning of canticles and psalms, 
versicles and responses are especially val- 
uable for those who have not received 
special training in the techniques of chant- 
ing. The more general sections of the 
book are less valuable since the topics 
covered have received fuller treatment in 

other books for organists and directors. 
MeELBA PETERSEN 


Florence Allshorn 
By J. H. Oldham. New York, Harper 
and Brothers, 1952. 168 pp. $2.75. 


From a brief term as CMS missionary 
in East Africa Miss Florence Allshorn 
saw the peculiarly difficult personal prob- 
lems of foreign missionaries, and dedi- 
cated herself to the training of more ef- 
fective missionaries. She demonstrated by 
her service as warden of a missionary 
training college and leader of a religious 
community that by hard work and deep 
faith Christian fellowship can conquer the 
pettiness and mediocrity of contemporary 
Christianity. 

The reviewer had the privilege of read- 
ing this book on the eve of his return to 
Africa for his second term of missionary 
service. This biography of a modern saint 
will be challenging and helpful to- all 
missionaries and board secretaries. 

However, the distinctive vocation of 
Florence Allshorn was not as missionary 
statesman. It “was to show that the or- 
dinary relations of daily life offer a field 
for heroic practice of Christian love.” Any 
seeking Christian will find profound and 
practical insights to help him along the 
way to a more Christlike personality. 

J. H. Oldham, former secretary of the 
International Missionary Council, has writ- 
ten this biography, which might more 
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accurately be called an auto-biography be- 
cause Miss Allshorn’s writings have been 
quoted extensively. This enhances the ap- 
peal of the book because her style re- 
flects the vitality of her personality. She 
wrote to a friend, “Your language does 
get more vivid through receiving The 
Spirit.” It is obvious from this brief book 
that Miss Allshorn had received The Spir- 
it in saintly measure. 

LAWRENCE W. HENDERSON 


The Living Bible 

Edited by Robert O. Ballou. New York, 
The Viking Press, 1952. 729 pages. $3.75. 

We have long needed an edition of 
the Bible such as this. This edition ar- 
ranges the contents of the entire Bible in 
chronological order—according to the cri- 
teria and findings of sound Biblical 
scholarship—and excludes peripheral and 
repetitive material. Hence the Bible be- 
comes a single, trustworthy (from the 
point of view of good Biblical scholar- 
ship), and integrated book. 

Not only is material from-all of 
the canonical books included, but selec- 
tions from the Apocrypha and the Logoi 
are woven into the story. The approach 
is not so much literary—although there 
is plenty of the literary here—as historical. 
And in the Pentateuch and “historical” 
books, the history is specifically biograph- 
ical. 

Practically all selections are lifted word 
for word from the King James Version of 
the Bible. 

To me the most fascinating reading 
are the Song of Songs and Job, which 
are set up as dramas. A good book for 
introduction to the Bible itself, or for re- 
freshing “‘pull together’ reading. 


E. G. MiILiion 
Luther Now 
By Hans Lilje. Philadelphia 7, The 
Muhlenberg Press, 1952. 190 p. $2.25. 
Whenever one is confronted by a new 
book bearing Luther’s name in the title, 
one immediately categorizes the book as 
being of special interest to those of the 
Lutheran faith, and only as secondary 
reading to non-Lutherans. However, all 
of Protestantism, nay, all of Christendom 
ought to concern itself with the problems 
facing the Church as seen by the author 
of this book. 
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A New Book on How to Improve 
the Church School 


THE Better 
CHURCH SCHOOL 


By JOHN LESLIE LOBINGIER 


Deals with sound educational pro- 
cedures for effective administration 


and improvement. direct, 


practical. 
$2.00 


THE PILGRIM PRESS 
14 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass. 
19 S. LaSalle Street, Chicago 3, IIl. 


Simple, 


Bishop Lilje contends that the ques- 
tion as regards Europe is not so much 
whether Catholicism or Protestantism will 
finally emerge victorious, but whether or 
not Christianity itself will be able to sur- 
vive the present crisis in Europe. 

The greater portion of the book entails 
a historical sketch of conditions at the 
time of Luther and of the events which 
transpired at Worms and Augsburg, to- 
gether with a discussion of one of Luther’s 
basic tenets, namely, that man is individ- 
ually and not collectively responsible to 
God. This individual responsibility was 
perverted when man went his own way- 
ward way, leaving God out of the picture 
entirely. The reader is also set straight 
on many misconceptions regarding Lu- 
ther’s attitude toward the state. 

If Christianity is to survive at all, we 
must get back to the affirmations of the 
Reformation. We can never recreate the 
historical, cultural or political milieu in 
which they took place, but we must instill 
into the hearts of men that as each of 
us faces death and God for himself, so 
life is likewise an existence which allows 
no substitution. 


When man is recognized as a person, 
and only then, can life be a genuine good, 
and personality can be achieved only by 
one who has learned to stand in the 
presence of God. 


ArtuurR E. WIcKsSTROM 


The Emperor Constantine 


By Dorothy L. Sayers. New York 16, 
Harper and Brothers, 1952. 191 pp. $2.50. 


Recently I have seen several references 
to the effect that Dorothy Sayers had 
the fishmongers of Nicaea, in 325, singing 
doggerel verses about the Holy Trinity, 
and had people in barber shops brawling 
over the meaning of Logos. This is the 
play to which the references were made. 
It presents in rapid survey the life story 
of the Emperor Constantine, who united 
the eastern and western sections of the 
Roman Empire and made Christianity 
the favored religion. The climax, how- 
ever, is concerned with the debates over 
the Trinity at the Council of Nicaea, when 
one of the great Creeds of Christendom 
was formulated. If all church history were 
written as entertainingly as this, we should 
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have no trouble in enrolling students in 
those classes. 

As demonstrated in her series of radio 
plays published under the title, The Man 
Born to Be King, Miss Sayers has an ex- 
traordinary ability to write of ancient 
times with the same easy familiarity and 
colloquialism as she writes of the present 
day. Her characters seem very human and 
contemporary. 


The characters in the play: Constan- 
tine, ambitious, clever, yet continually at- 
tracted to the Christian faith; his devout 
mother, Helena, daughter of King Coel 
of Britain; his beautiful but vindictive 
wife; her plotting lady-in-waiting; the 
traitorous senator; the lively young son 
of the Emperor,—all lend themselves to 
dramatic treatment and Miss Sayers has 
made the most of her opportunities. The 
play is convincing proof that Christian 
dogma can be both important and inter- 
esting. 

Linuian WILLIAMS 
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Looking for a PUBLISHER? 


Do you have a book-length manuscript 
you would like to have published? Learn 
about our unusual plan whereby your 
book can be published, promoted and 
distributed on a professional basis. We 


consider all types of work, such as fic- 
tion, biography, poetry, scholarly and 
religious books, etc. New authors wel- 
come. For more information, write for 


valuable booklet JR. It’s free. 
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Every Word 
in the Bible 


is in... 


By James Strong 


Accurate, simple to use, listing every 
word in every passage in which 
it occurs—here is the complete 
concordance of the common English 
Bible. 


Actually a biblical library of four 
complete books, Strong’s Concord- 
ance brings: 

The Main Concordance, listing al- 
phabetically every word in the 
Bible 

The Comparative Concordance, 
listing significant words translated 
differently in certain English and 
American versions 

Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 
of the Old Testament 

Greek Dictionary of the New 
Testament 

With only one key word, by using 

Strong’s Concordance you can quick- 

ly and easily locate the particular 

Bible passage you are seeking. A life- 

time book for lifetime use—the 

scholar’s treasure and the layman’s 
guide. 


1809 Paces * Size 8%x11%4” 
Regular Edition........ $11.50 
Thumb Indexed 


At Your Bookstore 
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Presbyterian Panorama 

By Clifford Merrill Drury. New York 
10, Board of Christian Education, Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.A., 1952. 480 p. 
$3.75, 

With the celebration of 150 years of 
Presbyterian missionary activity, comes this 
timely and scholarly history tracing the 
development of the Board of National 
Missions from its inception in 1802. Since 
this was the “first official action on the 
part of any of the Protestant churches of 
America to promote national missions,” 
it is more than a denominational history. 
It “epitomizes the growth of mission work 
in America.” 

The book is a bit difficult to read, 
for one may easily become lost in the 
maize of complicated committees of the 
New School and the Old School and the 
Cumberland Presbyterian church. 

In the early days, work on the isolated 
frontiers and with the Indians was con- 
sidered foreign missionary activity. 
Courageous men and women—Marcus 
and Narcissa Whitman, Sheldon Jackson, 
Clarence Salisbury—suffered hardships to 
undertake their work during different pe- 
riods but under similar adversities. It is 
regretted that more space was not de- 
voted to these stirring personalities and 
their exciting contributions and less given 
to statistics, financial and otherwise. 

Of especial interest to persons today 
who are interested in the development of 
the present-day relationship of church and 
state, is the manner in which they co- 
operated in the past. Sheldon Jackson— 
the dynamic little man of Alaska—was 
also a government agent for education. 
The first Presbyterian church established 
in Washington, D.C. long used the Capi- 
tol building for its services. 

The book is made valuable as a ref- 
erence by some excellent appendices con- 
taining charts, lists of important dates, 
and a roster of personnel of the Board 
of National Missions. It is not, however, 
a book to interest and hold the attention 
of the average layman. 

Lois V. McCiure 


Religious Beliefs of American 
Scientists 

By Edward Leroy Long, Jr. Philadel- 
phia 7, The Westminster Press, 1952. 168 
p. $3.00. 

One hundred fifty-two pages of fascin- 
ating reading! Mr. Long’s book is divided 
into two parts: part one deals with the 
religion of those scientists who take the 
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cue for their religious faith from science, 
and part two deals with the religion of 
those scientists who take their cue for 
faith from religion. 

After a very helpful and able discus- 
sion of many of our outstanding and well- 
known scientists, Mr. Long concludes that 
the ideal relationship between science and 
religion is a “dialectical one.” ‘“The line 
between science and religion cannot be 
eradicated. No satisfactory religious sys- 
tem can be based on the data of science 
. . . Only when competent science handles 
scientific matters and competent religion 
handles religious matters and a dialectical 
attempt to relate both to a total world 
view bridges the gulf between them does 
a true reconciliation between science and 
religion result.” (Page 148) 

A book worth serious reading. 

E. G. MILiion 


Prayer 

By Karl Barth, translated by Sara F. 
Terrien. Philadelphia 7, The Westminster 
Press, 1952. 78 p. $1.50. 


Comments on the Lord’s Prayer to- 
gether with some general comments on 
the place of prayer in the life of the 
Christian by the great theologian of Basel. 
The book was prepared from stenographic 
records of lectures given from 1947-1949. 


Those who are overcome by the more 
ponderous writings of Barth will be re- 
lieved to find this book interesting and 
rewarding. 

GERALD E. KNOFF 


Possibilities Unlimited 
By Daniel Luzon Morris. New York, 
Harper and Brothers, 1952. 191 p. $2.50. 


Possibilities Unlimited is a scientist’s ap- 
proach to Christianity. As a _ research 
chemist and science professor, Dr. Morris 
gives insight into the way a scientific 
mind works when faced with any “prob- 
lem.” He in turn, then, deals with such 
Christian principles as the New Testa- 
ment miracles, creation, prayer and _ its 
answers, pain, predestination and Chris- 
tian love. As he treats each of these and 
other such subjects, he shows that there 
is no real basis for the split between 
science and Christianity. 


College students, particularly, are often 
faced with the problem of reconciling their 
new scientific knowledge with their back- 
ground in the church. This book, written 
in the language of college students, will 
be of great value to them as each seeks 
to formulate his own philosophy of life. 
The Christian layman and those who 
counsel him will welcome this scientist’s 
factual approach to Christianity. 


Lira H. Watson 


A Guide to Expository Preaching 

By Dwight E. Stevenson. Lexington, 
Kentucky, The College of the Bible, 1952. 
10 p. $.25 each; five for $1.00. 


A ten-page chart in three sections, giv- 
ing (I) a concentrated statement of basic 
principles of expository preaching, (II) 
a step-by-step procedure for preparing ex- 
pository sermons, and (III) the progress 
of a sermon through each stage of prepar- 
ation. 


International Journal of Religious Education 


BONU 


fo new members of the 


RELIGIOUS BOOK CLUB 


Advantages 
of 
Membership 


A 


AS A MEMBER YOU WILL RECEIVE A BONUS 
BOOK with every fourth Club selection you accept. 
You will be able to take advantage of special prices 
on occasional Club selections. 


Furthermore, to insure that you will receive only 
books that will be of permanent value to you a “No 
Book” form is enclosed with your monthly Bulletin 
so that you can notify us whenever you do not want 
the current choice; and you may return any Club 
selection for full credit within ten days of receipt if 
not entirely satisfied. 


PLUS ... FREE MONTHLY BULLETINS 
FOR RELIGIOUS BOOK CLUB MEMBERS ONLY 


One of the most worthwhile advantages of member- 
ship in the Religious Book Club is your free-with- 
membership monthly Bulletin. Attractive, well-printed 
and easy to read, this special Bulletin gives you news 
and reviews of as many as forty of the new, current 
books of spiritual interest. It not only contains a full 
description of the coming month’s selection, bonus 
books, and books with bonus credits, but also exten- 
sive reviews of all important new religious books and 
novels, poetry and general books which have particu- 
larly worthwhile spiritual or religious themes. For 23 
years the RBC Bulletin has been recognized as one 
of the best sources of authoritative, up-to-the-minute 
information by librarians, ministers and students. In- 
teresting and helpful, it is the only Bulletin that will 
keep you completely abreast of the latest and most 
important religious reading. 


September, 1952 


es SS SS SS Sy 


Start your membership with one of these books of permanent value: 
PLEASE SEND. ME AS MY FIRST SELECTION: 


— AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF PRAYER 


This is yours without charge! 


GREAT VOICES 


OF THE REFORMATION 


Edited with commentaries by HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 
MW o,vv—'_v’’_bOoHRi dw, A nAL4AAAAILLLR J] XIJLpEAXAN XA liliiiiliigp.,_[ GL 1 I APIS 


ERE are the heart and spirit of the greatest documents of the 
Protestant Reformation—selections from the inspired messages 
of such leaders as John Wycliffe, John Huss, Martin Luther, 

Roger Williams, and many others. The brilliant introduction by Dr. 
Fosdick interprets the Reformation in terms of its spiritual and his- 
torical meanings—and his commentary on each writer reviews and 
appraises the man and his permanent contribution. This large volume, 
an important asset to any religious library, is now offered to you 
without charge. Regular price, $5.00. 


Your first selection asa member... 


AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
OF PRAYER 


By Albert E. Day 


An authentic record of an inspiring spiritual pilgrimage into the 
realm of prayer. A lecturer at universities and seminaries, a man with 
intense ethical passion toward social justice and world peace—Dr. 
Day here reveals his own first-hand experiences with prayer: how he 
discovered it, what it did for him, his practical methods and dis- 
ciplines of prayer. Anyone who takes this book as a guide will find 
that it makes a marked difference in his or her own spiritual life. $2.50. 


by Alberté:.Daydnes..> serntimes cdersta! ah: dha $2.50 
— LORD OF ALL LIFE 

byicAsslan?:Burnettaivt ethene SRA? hha. Zakan $2.50 
— RELIGION, HEALING AND HEALTH 

by James Dale VanuBuskirkele. .ccurc. bo cee vadide da $2.50 
— MARCHING OFF THE MAP 

byattaltordwes Luccockassaant- Act. enews cs $2.50 
— THE IRONY OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

byaRojnholdy Niebubinicisccn cat. ta ia carbines wes! $2.50 


RELIGIOUS BOOK CLUB, 
76 Ninth Ave., New York 11, N. Y. IJ 29 


You may enroll me as a member for one year and send me without 
charge a copy of GREAT VOICES OF THE REFORMATION, 
and the monthly RBC Bulletin. This will be shipped with my first 
selection checked above. Thereafter, I am to receive an additional 
book as a bonus for every four Club selections I choose. I will let 
you know promptly whenever I do not want the monthly Club 
oats 
ie 


What's 
Happening? 


Miss Taylor Wins Bible 
Hymn Competition 


CHICAGO, Ill.—Miss Sarau E. Tay- 
Lor of Central Falls, Rhode Island has 
been announced as the winner of the com- 
petition for a hymn to be used in connec- 
tion with the Revised Standard Version 
Bible Observance. This competition was 
carried on by the Hymn Society of Amer- 
ica in cooperation with the Observance 
committee. More than 550 hymns were 
submitted in the competition. 

The one selected was chosen by a stand- 
ing committee on hymn appraisal of the 
Hymn Society. Dr. PuHitip S. WatTTrEerRs 
of New York City is chairman of this 
standing committee. The president of the 
Hymn Society of America is Rev. DEANE 
Epwarps. Dr. Watters writes, “We hope 
that the hymn will be greatly enjoyed 
and that it will be a real addition to the 
celebration and of real service to the 
Kingdom.” 

The words of the hymn will not be re- 
leased until September 30, when it will be 
printed on programs of community ob- 
servances. Set to a familiar hymn tune, 
it can be sung by the congregations with- 
out advance preparation. The words will 
also appear in the October issue of the 
International Journal. 

The name of the hymn is “The Divine 
Gift,” and the first line is, “O God of 
Light, thy word, a lamp unfailing.” The 
author, Miss Taylor, was born in Enland, 
the daughter of a minister in the Primi- 
tive Methodist Church. She came to this 
country at the age of nine. She entered 
Brown University, now Pembroke College, 
in 1900, received a B.A. from there in 
1904 and an M.A. from the same college 
in 1910. 

Miss Taylor has taught for forty-two 
years, principally in the fields of Latin, 
English and History. Six of these years 
were spent in mission schools in Talladega, 
Alabama and Richmond, Virginia. The 
last thirty-two were spent in Rhode Is- 
land. She retired in 1949. 

Miss Taylor was the winner of a contest 
for a state song for Rhode Island. She has 
had a number of poems published. Con- 
cerning her Bible hymn she writes: 

“The Bible poem was not too difficult 
to write and I enjoyed the subject. In our 
home, a Primitive Methodist parsonage, 
daily reading of the Word was part of our 


46 


regular family worship. At the age of fif- 
teen I began to teach in the church school. 
With a few unavoidable interruptions, I 
have taught for more than fifty years, I 
still have a class of ladies, ranging in age 
from fifty-five to eighty-five. I am inter- 
ested in the work of the American Bible 
Society and also know something of the 
miraculous power of the Bible in various 
mission fields.” 

Miss Taylor is a member of the Foreign 
Mission Board of the Primitive Methodist 
Church. 


Changes in Positions 

Dr. Henry Smiru Lerrer, from staff 
of the World Council of Churches, to 
minister and secretary of the Missions 
Council of the Congregational Christian 
Churches. 

Rev. S. FRANKLIN Mack, from Direc- 
tor of Audio Visual Education and Evan- 
gelism, Board of Foreign Missions, Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A., to direc- 
tor of films for the Department of Broad- 
casting and Films, National Council of 
Churches. Rev. W. Burton Martin, as- 
sistant secretary, to succeed Dr. Mack. 

Miss Haze E. ANDERSON, from asso- 
ciate editor, Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, United Presbyterian Church of North 
America, to associate executive secretary, 
Division of Foreign Missions, National 
Council of Churches. 

Rev. Mervin E. Sottau, from pastor 
of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, Aurora, Illinois, to associate di- 
rector, midwest office, Central Depart- 
ment of Finance, National Council of 
Churches. 

Mrs. Davip D. Baker of St. Louis to 
editor of The Chuch Woman, official pub- 
lication of the United Church Women. 

Miss CATHERINE WAHLSTROM from 
Church Welfare Bureau of the Los An- 
geles Church Federation, to associate ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Department of So- 
cial Welfare, National Council of 
Churches. 

Pror. Rotanp E. Wo.sevey, from di- 
rector of the School of Religious Journal- 
ism, Syracuse University, to Hislop Chris- 
tian College, Nagpur University, Nagpur, 
India, to set up a pioneering school of 
journalism. 


Dr. Ivan M. Gou tp, from Pennsylvania 
Council of Churches and later associate 
general director of the Commission on 
Higher Education, National Council of 
Churches, to executive secretary of the 
West Virginia Council of Churches. 


_Dr, Lez Epwin WALKER from associate 
secretary of Church School-Youth Work, 
Board of Christian Education, United 
Presbyterian Church of North America, to 
general secretary of the same board. 


Dr. DonaLp TIMERMAN, from executive 
secretary, Franklin County Council of 
Churches (Columbus, Ohio) to pastor of 
the Bond Hill Methodist Church, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, ' 


Rev. WitiiAmM G. WALKER, from ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Tennessee Coun- 
cil of Churches, to a pastorate in Lebanon, 
Tennessee. 


Rev. Harotp M. Gitmoreg, for 22 years 
executive secretary of the Denver Council 
of Churches and Religious Education and 
for 18 years general secretary of the Colo- 
rado Council of Churches and Religious 
Education, has resigned. 


Rev. GitBert B. CHRISTIAN, executive 
secretary of the Oregon Council of 
Churches since 1946, has resigned. 


Dr. Mark A. Ricu, from American 
Baptist Home Mission Society to Bible 
College at Columbia, Missouri, where he 
will teach courses related to rural church 
life and work. 


Dr. RicHarp HoiLranp from assistant 
executive secretary, Board of Education 
and Publication, American Baptist Con- 
vention, to associate executive secretary of 
same, adding supervision of higher educa- 
tion and publishing interests to those of 
the home, church and community. 


The Third World 
Conference of — 
Christian Youth 


NEW YORK, N. Y.—tThirty young 
people from America will sit down with 
youth of 56 countries in Kottayam, Trav- 
ancore, India, on December 11 to 25, 
1952, to wrestle with some of the basic 
problems of our age. 


Together with 300 youth from all sec- 
tions of the world, they will study the 
Bible, discuss the nature of the Christian 
Church and its meaning for this day, and 
examine world problems and Asian, prob- 
lems, attempting to understand the ways 
in which Christians must understand them 
and act upon them. Christ the Answer 
— ‘God was in Christ Reconciling the 
World unto Himself,” has been chosen the 
theme for the conference. 


The American delegates are already 
preparing themselves for the conference. 
They will leave from the States in time to 
visit some of the churches and mission 
fields in the Middle East and in India. On 
their return the American delegates will 
travel in teams with youth from other 
countries to share with Christians around 
the world the impact of the conference on 
their thoughts and their lives. 
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Kottayam has been chosen as the site 
for the conference, for in Asia youth are 
squarely faced with many of the most 
pressing problems of our age. The larger 
number of delegates will be Asians. Their 
problems will illustrate the world’s prob- 
lems. 


The first Christian Youth Conference 
was called for Amsterdam, Holland, July, 
1939, and the second for Oslo, Norway, 
July, 1947. This conference is being called 
in the name of the World Christian Youth 
Commission, an organization created as a 
new instrument of cooperation by ‘the 
World’s Alliance of the Y.M.C.A., the 
World’s Y.W.C.A., the World’s Student 
Christian Federation, and the World 
Council of Christian Education and Sun- 
day School Association. 


ACS Elects Officers 


CHICAGO, Ill.—At its annual meeting 
at Lake Geneva in June, the Association 
of Council Secretaries, representing near- 
ly 1,000 local, state and national councils 
of churches, elected the following offi- 
cers: 


President, Rev. Haypen L. Srricut of 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Vice-Presidents: Rev. Ropert L. Kin- 
CHELOE, South Bend, Ind., and Rev. 
Joun W. Me oy, Louisville, Kentucky. 

Recording Secretary: Mrs. E. R. RENO, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Treasurers: Mr. DAnriEL R. Enatt,Oak 
Park, Illinois and Dr. Hucuserr H. Lan- 
pRuUM, Chicago. 

Historian: Miss MArGueERITE 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Program Chairman: Rev. O. WALTER 
WAGNER, St. Louis, Missouri. 
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Eerdmans 1954 


Fiction Award 


GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—To promote 
and foster the art of fiction writing which 
aims to depict the Christian faith as it 
may be dramatized in human life, the 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company 
announces its second Biennial Fiction 
Award of $5,000. The competition closes 
September 1, 1953. For description and 
rules, write the Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Co., 255 Jefferson Ave., S.E., 
Grand Rapids 3, Michigan. 


Death of Dr. Thompson 


CHICAGO, Ill.—Dr. J. V. THomrson, 
former Professor of Religious Education 
for many years at Drew Theological Semi- 
nary, Madison, New Jersey, died on July 
1. Funeral services were held at Madi- 
son with Dr. Paul Mays and Dr. Arlo A. 
Brown officiating. 


Dr. Thompson hada long and distin- 
guished career in Christian education and 
was a Creative participant in its coopera- 
tive work from the early years of the In- 
ternational Council of Religious Educa- 
tion. Since his retirement from Drew he 
had been on the staff of the American 
Jewish Committee. 


September, 1952 


Church 
Work 
in the City 


Frederick A. Shippey 


Based on a scientific survey of Protestant 
church work in 150 United States cities, this 
book explores the seven basic problems of 
urban church work—and provides tested prin- 
ciples and techniques for solving them. For 
the city pastor, the seminary student, the 
denominational executive—for everyone con- 
cerned with urban church work—CHURCH 
WORK IN THE CITY is illuminating, chal- 
lenging, and usable. 


THE CHAPTERS: Cuancinc Fortunes oF 
THE Ciry CHurcH—Ways to Stupy a LocaL 
CuurcHu—How to Conpucr a_ Re ticious 
Census—CuurcH Work IN THE DowNntrowN 
ArEA—CHurRCH WorkK IN APARTMENT AREAS— 
Tue NEIGHBORHOOD LocaL CHuRcH—NEW 
CuurcH WorK IN THE City AND SuBURBS— 
PROTESTANT STRATEGY AND DENOMINATIONAL 
TEAMWORK. 


COMING SEPTEMBER 8 


at Your Bookstore 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY 


United Meeting in 
New Hampshire 


CONCORD, N. H.—For the first time 
since the organization of the New Hamp- 
shire Council of Churches, the Council 
and its constituent denominations and 
organizations will hold a united three day 
session this fall. The gathering will be 
held in Manchester, with the Council 
headquarters at the Franklin Street Con- 
gregational Church. The various de- 
nominations will have headquarters in 
churches of their affiliation. The annual 
business meetings of all groups will be held 
separately, but the services of worship, 
inspirational mass meetings, cooperative 
forums, seminars and workshops will be 
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A feature length motion picture of 
gripping intensity — an inspiring les- 
son about CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 


ora | 
atte: 


\ 


prom 


Wealthy, eccentric, an old man is conspired 
against by relatives —accused by friends and 
family of mental incompetence — humiliated 
through a court trial because he believed that 
“All I Have Belongs To God!”’ 


A powerful lesson in Christian Stewardship 
that will leave a never-to-be-forgotten im- 
pression.on mind and heart! 


16 mm. Sound Black and White 
61 Minutes Rental $17.50 


PLAN FOR AN EARLY SHOWING! 


Ask your visual aids dealer or denominational 
bookstore— or write direct. 


Other Concordia Productions : 


Torn Between These Two... Dot- 
ing mother learns that Christian 
Love reaches beyond family ties. 

Tammy ,..A small child points the 
way to salvation. 

Reaching From Heaven... God 
uses ordinary people to accomplish 
His purpose in the lives of others. 

Power Of God ... Problems of mod- 

ern life solved by the Word of God. 


Ask For Catalog 


Foncordia 


AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS SERVICE 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. JEFFERSON- ST. LOUIS 18, MO 


held together. World and national leaders 
will address the joint assembly. The fact 
of growth of Protestant unity in New 
Hampshire will be amply demonstrated. 


Taylor, Harms Honored 


On May 28 at Phillips University, Enid, 
Oklahoma, honorary degrees were award- 
ed to George Oliver Taylor, Executive 
Secretary of the Department of Religious 
Education for the United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, and to Rev. John W. 
Harms, Executive Vice President of the 
Church Federation of Greater Chicago. 
Both Mr. Taylor and Mr. Harms are 
‘graduates of Phillips University. 
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Current 


Estimates Prepared by 
Independent Filmscores 


Films gauged to (but not necessarily recom- 
mended for): 


M—Mature Audience 
Y—Young People 
C—Children 
*—Outstanding for Family 
+—Outstanding for Adults 


Atomic City (Par.) Lee Aaker, Gene 
Barry, Lydia Clarke. Melodrama. Foreign 
agents kidnap small boy in effort to ex- 
tract secret information from his scientist 
father; then U. S. agents join in desper- 
ate effort to foil the plot . . . Documen- 
tary elements provided by photographing 
much of footage in Los Alamos, N. M., 
and surrounding area add to interest and 
sense of authenticity of convincing, con- 
stantly suspenseful film devoid of extra- 
neous details, performed by unfamiliar ac- 
ments. A good “family” film. M,Y,C 


*Bronco Buster (Univ.) Scott Brady, 
John Lund, Chill Wills. Drama. Against 
stirring events of actual U. S. and Ca- 
nadian rodeos, film tells of a cocky young 
rookie rider who learns after skyrocket to 
fame that being a champion requires 
more modest and altruistic traits of char- 
acter than he yet possesses . . . Exciting 
fare presented against informative back- 
ground with commendable absence of 
violence, regard for character-building ele- 
ments. A good “family” film. M,Y,C 


The Denver and Rio Grande (Par.) 
Dean Jagger, Sterling Hayden, Edmund 
O’Brien. Melodrama portraying battle of 
rival companies to win right of way, build 
railway line through Arkansas river gorges 
in Colorado . Beautiful scenic back- 
grounds in color (film was made in ac- 
tual locale) are main virtue in rousing, 
violence-packed tale which features brawl- 
ing rather than details of railroad build- 
ing, seems determined to overdo every 
incident. M,Y 


Francis Goes to the Races (Univ.) Fran- 
cis, Donald O’Connor. Comedy. Famous 
talking mule of previous film comedies 
follows his ex-G.I. friend to West Point, 
poses as mascot, through his omnipotent 
wisdom enables the bumbling cadet to set 
a creditable record. . . . Photographed at 
U.S. Military Academy, film is not mark- 
edly original, but makes for good fun 
throughout. M,Y,C 


The Girl in White (MGM) June Ally- 
son, Mildred Dunnock, Arthur Kennedy, 
Gary Merrill. Drama based on memoirs of 
Dr. Emily Dunning, first woman physician 
to be admitted as an intern to a New 
York city hospital. . . . Although heroine’s 
interpretation is often somewhat coy for 
conviction, film tells an appealing, un- 
pretentious story, stressing difficulties 
faced by women pioneering in previously 
all-male precincts. Interesting presenta- 
tion of hospital procedures of a half-cen- 


tury ago. M,Y 
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Feature 


Films 


+Kangaroo (Fox) Richard Boone, Fin- 


lay Currie, Peter Lawford, Maureen 
O’Hara, Chips Rafferty. Melodrama set 
(and photographed in color) in late 19th 
century Australia, where pair of ex- 
criminals try to fleece elderly rancher by 
suggesting that younger of them is his 
long lost son . . . Trite, predictable plot 
is fortunately secondary to magnificent 
scenic portrayal of rural Australian vast- 
ness, the struggle of man and animal 
against unfriendly forces of nature. Ef- 
fective shots of wide panoramas, cattle 
drives, wild animals in flight from prairie 
fire, etc. M,Y 


Lovely to Look At (MGM) Kathryn 
Grayson, Howard Keel, Ann Miller, Red 
Skelton. Musical based on stage produc- 
tion “Roberta” uses as frame for its “‘spe- 
cialties”’ a story about vaudeville per- 
formers who move in on Paris dress shop 
one of them has inherited, to revive its 
tottering financial state and stage spec- 
tacular show . . . Pleasant tunes and vi- 
vacious dances (mainly by Marge and 
Gower Champion) are almost smothered 
by gaudy splendor of the trappings, a 
fashion show unprecedently elaborate. M,Y 


*The Magic Garden (British; Swan 
Films) Comedy, set in native suburb of 
Johannesburg, South Africa, has to do 
with an interrupted chase as thief makes 
off with elderly man’s gift of money to 
his church, loses it, finds it repeatedly 
until it finally makes its way back to the 
church. In the process, successive fam- 
ilies are enabled to solve serious prob- 
lems by temporary possession of the purse 

Performed by amateur natives in 
their own environment, this is a charm- 
ing, “different” sort of film, a fable played 
for its humanity and humor but tinged 
with social comment not apparent on the 
surface. Unique musical background made 
up of strains of folk tunes, hymns and 
jazz. M,Y,C 


The Outcasts of Poker Flat (Fox) Anne 
Baxter, Miriam Hopkins, Cameron Mitch- 
ell, Dale Robertson. Melodrama based 
vaguely on Bret Harte story of storm- 
bound sufferings of miscellaneous group 
of undesirables who have been run out 
of early day mining camp in outburst of 
civic housecleaning . . . Goes in for men- 
ace and violence, offers little of the poetic 
emphasis of the original. Disappointing. M 


Pat and Mike (MGM) Katharine Hep- 
burn, Aldo Ray, Spencer Tracy, Sammy 
White. Comedy. When tough Broadway 
sports promoter adds to his “properties” 
(a dim witted prizefighter and a race- 
horse) a college woman athlete turned 
professional, very amusing things happen. 
Sports sequences feature appearances of 
real-life golf and tennis stars... Sprightly 
dialogue and direction in a freshly con- 
ceived comedy, with adroit minor char- 


acterizations supplementing skilled per- 
formances of the principals. M,Y 
Scaramouche (MGM) Mel Ferrer, 


Stewart Granger, Eleanor Parker. Melo- 
drama. In chaos preceding French Revo- 
lution, adventurer disguises himself as 
popular clown to further plan to avenge 
killing of his revolutionary friend .. . 
Romance and swordplay in a lavish period 


piece done with tongue in cheek, with 
little concern for historical and sociological 
elements in Sabatini novel on which it is 


based. M,Y 


Walk East on Beacon (Col.) Finlay 
Currie, Virginia Gilmore, George Murphy. 
Melodrama detailing complicated plot 
wherein Soviet agents with aid of native 
Americans dedicated to communism forge 
intrigue to transmit to Moscow secret U. S. 
mathematical formula Straightfor- 
ward filming uses documentary technique, 
wastes little time on preachment or ex- 
planation of motives, concentrates on un- 
folding a gripping story, breathlessly en- 
acted. M,Y 


+Washington Story (MGM) Louis Cal- 
hern, Van Johnson, Patricia Neal. Drama. 
Woman reporter is set on fake trail of 
Congressional dishonesty by unscrupulous 
capital columnist, discovers before it is too 
late that his motives are personal, and that 
action seemingly undertaken for graft may 
sometimes be motivated by unselfish aims. 
. . . Interesting Congressional setting for 
a predictable but entertaining story. M,Y 


We're Not Married (Fox) Fred Allen, 
Eve Arden, Eddie Bracken, Paul Douglas, 
Victor Moore, Ginger Rogers. Comedy, 
Separate episodes relate how five couples 
react to news that their two-year-old mar- 
riages, through a technicality, were not 
legally performed. . . . Sprightly perform- 
ances in brittle episodes presented with 
varying degrees of irony and satire. M,Y 


Coming Next Month 
A special issue of the Journal 
on the use of the Bible in 


Christian education 


Teaching the 
Bible Effectively 


Four pages of pictures telling the story 
of the journey of the Bible from its 
beginning into modern English. Use- 


ful in individual study and in teach- 


ing. 
Four illuminating articles on the what, 
why and how of teaching the Bible 
to children, teen-agers, older young 
people and students, and adults. 


Other equally helpful articles. 


The new Bible hymn, as announced on 
page 46 of this issue. 


Churches will want extra copies—one 
for every teacher to keep. 


Leadership training schools will want 
a copy for each person enrolled. 


Seminaries and colleges will want 
copies for students. 


(For quantity prices see Pp. 2 and 12) 


International Journal of Religious Education 


EXCLUSIVE 


a FEATURES 


: ek 
Hone Ses uke Rerking System 


Sei npesaiire. The 
outer lamp house 
s room temperature. 
‘uction ; jimple 
easy lamp exchange. 
gle unit bigsariond 


‘All these advantages in one projector... 
At a cost of less than #70! 


warning ‘‘click’’ indicates film ending 
..-Single-slot Uni-way Threading is 
easy, quick and sure. Protecto-Film 
Channel resists buckling by main- 
taining film at a flat, constantly- 
uniform right angle to the optical axis. 


The School Master Is Compact. Overall 
size of the projector is 85% in. high, 


51% in. wide, 1134 in. long. It is con- 


veniently styled for both left and 
right hand operation, and features the 
SVE Positive Tilt Control. Beautiful 


wrinkle finish in Pearl Grey. 


FILMSTRIPS 
TO SLIDES 
IN 7 SECONDS! 


The School Master is a self- 
contained unit; no parts to 
attach or remove. Shown 
here with the SVE Hori- 
zontal Slide Carrier, the 
projector is designed to 
accommodate the Semi- 
Automatic or the Airequipt 
Fully Automatic slide 
changer. 


Created by SVE... 
makers of internationally famous 


Instructor and Skyline projectors 


See your SVE Audio-Visual 
Dealer for a demonstration and 
further information, or write 


SOCIETY FOR 
VISUAL EDUCATION, INC. 


A Business Corporation Dept. RJ-8 
1345 DIVERSEY PARKWAY—CHICAGO 14 


Comin mbe 
Volume 1 


of 
THE INTERPRETER'S BIBLE 


Christendom's Most Comprehensive Commentary 
TWELVE VOLUMES 


For every teacher, preacher, student, and Bible reader, this is one of the most im- 
portant of all twelve volumes of The Interpreter’s Bible. In addition to the com-~ 
plete commentary on Genesis and Exodus, it brings 436 pages of General and-Old 
Testament articles—an unsurpassed introduction to the Bible as a whole and to 

the Old Testament, as shown in the complete table of contents below. 


The Interpreter’s Bible is . . 
“A classic, clear and understandable . 


THE CONTENTS 


. GENERAL ARTICLES ON THE BIBLE 


Tue Brere: Its Significance and Authority—Herbert H. 
Farmer, Professor of Divinity, University of Cam- 
bridge 

Tue ForMAtTION AND TRANSMISSION OF THE Otp TESsTA- 
MENT 
The Canon of the Old Testament—Arthur Jeffery, 

Professor of Semitic Languages, Columbia University 
The Text and Ancient Versions of the Old Testa- 
ment—Arthur Jeffery 

fue ForMATION AND TRANSMISSION OF THE New TESTA- 
MENT 
The Canon of the New Testament—Edgar J. Good- 

arhees Professor Emeritus of Biblical and Patristic 
reek, University of Chicago 
The Text and Ancient Versions of the New Testa- 
ment—Ernest C. Colwell, President, University of 
Chicago 

Tue Encusu Biste—Allen Wikgren, Associate Professor 
of New Testament Language and Literature, The 
Divinity School and Federated Theological Faculty of 
the University of Chicago 

Tue History or THE INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE 
Ancient Period—Robert M. Grant, Professor of New 

Testament Language and Interpretation, School of 
Theology, University of the South 


Medieval and Reformation Period—John T. McNeill, 
Professor of Church History, Union Theological 
Seminary, New York 


Modern Period—Samuel Terrien, Associate Professor 
of Old Testament, Union Theological Seminary, 
New York 


CHRONOLOGY, METROLOGY, etc.—Georges Augustin Bar- 
rois, Associate Professor of Biblical Literature and 
Theology, Princeton Theological Seminary 


Tue Srupy or THE Brste—George A. Buttrick, Minister, 
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York 
GENERAL ARTICLES ON THE OLD TESTAMENT 


Tue Books oF THE O_p TESTAMENT 


The Literature of the Old Testament—William A. 
Irwin, Professor of Old Testament Language and 
Literature, Perkins: School of Theology, Southern 
Methodist University 


The Growth of the Hexateuch—Cuthbert A. Simpson, 


Volume I—1130 Pages—6 7/8x1I0 Inches.......... 


PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED 


Volume 7 
New Testament Articles; Matthew; Mark 
944 Pages—6 7/8x10 Inches—$8.75 


Volume 8 
Luke; John 
824 Pages—6 7/8x10 Inches—$8.75 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY 


General and Old Testament 
Articles; Genesis, Exodus 


. “Indispensable!”—Religious Education 
. a ‘must’ for everyone who would teach 
and expound the Gospel message.”’—WNational Council Outlook. 


The complete texts of both the new Revised Standard and King James Ver- 
sions of the Bible are used throughout The Interpreter’s Bible in parallel columns. 
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of Volume 1 


Sub-dean and Professor of Old Testament Literature 
and Interpretation, General Theological Seminary 

The Prophetic Literature—Hughell E. W. Fosbroke, 
Dean Emeritus, General Theological Seminary 

The Wisdom Literature—William A. Irwin, Professor 
of Old Testament Language and Literature, Perkins 
School of Theology, Southern Methodist University 

The Language of the Old Testament—Norman H. 
Snaith, Tutor in Old Testament Languages and 
Literature, Wesley College, Leeds __ 

THE MEANING AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE OLp TESTAMENT 

The Old Testament World—William F. Albright, Pro- 
fessor of Semitic Languages, Johns Hopkins Uni- - 
versity 

The History of Israel—Theodore H. Robinson, Pro-' 
fessor Emeritus of Semitic Languages, University 
College, Cardiff ; : 

The History of the Religion of Israel—James Muilen- 
burg, Professor of Hebrew and Cognate Languages, 
Union Theological Seminary, New York 

The Faith of Israel—G. Ernest Wright, Professor of 
Old Testament History and Theology, McCormick 
Theological Seminary ; 

Tue ApocryPHA AND PSEUDEPIGRAPHA “1 


The Literature and Religion of the Apocrypha—Rob- 
ert H. Pfeiffer, Lecturer on Semitic Languages and 
Curator of Semitic Museum, Harvard University; 
Professor, Boston University School of Theology 


The Literature and Religion of the Pseudepigrapha— 
Robert H. Pfeiffer x 


GENESIS 


InrropucTIoN AND Execesis—Cuthbert A. Simpson, Sub- 
dean and Professor of Old Testament Literature and 
Interpretation, General Theological Seminary 


Exposition—Walter Russell Bowie, Professor of Homi- 
letics, The Protestant Episcopal Theological Seminary 4 
in Virginia eT 


EXODUS / 


IntropucTion anp Execesis—J. Coert Rylaarsdam, As- — 
sociate Professor of Old Testament Theology, The 
Federated Theological Faculty of the University of 
Chicago 

Exprosition—J. Edgar Park, President Emeritus, Wheaton © 
College, Norton, Massachusetts L 


etc. Wri 
today! 
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x 


Please send me the prospectus on The Interpre 
by Abingdon-Cokesbury. 2 are 
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